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July is the end of term
for school children and
continues the "open"
church season in
church with Sundays
fol lowing
Trini t y
Sunday, so we are able
to think of God the
Father, God the Son
(Jesus) and God the
Holy Spirit - the priests
dress in green to reflect
new growth of faith.
There is a service in
the Cathedral to
congratulate those
who have this year
completed the 3D
(Diocesan DiscerningDiscipleship) course.
Our Trustees (The
Smethwick Chapelry
set up by the Will of
Dorothy Parkes) have
their annual meeting to
look at the church
building, while we
continue in fellowship
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(like our parish trip to
Chester) and growing
our faith by exploring
together how we shall
grow and transform
ourselves in new ideas
of worship, partnership
(with Rev’d Nigel
becoming also priest-in
-charge of St Matthews
with St Chad's),
social, discipleship and
communications (read
and
share
this
monthly news letter,
courtesy of Audrey,
Wendy, Christine and
Charlotte - showing us
all examples of how
our own vocations may
be discerned in a new
and exciting way to
serve one another - and
those beyond these
walls - as we proclaim
oursel ves
to
be
followers of Christ's!)

If Today.....
If you planted hope today
in any hopeless heart,
If someone’s burden was lighter
because you did your part,
If you caused a laugh
that chased some tears away
If tonight your name is named
when someone kneels to pray
Then—your day
has been well spent.
Source unknown
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June saw 7 baptised at
The Old Church - we
continue to pray for
Elsey, Nicole, Jake,
Jack, Lauren, Reza and
Ramon. Bishop Iraj
Mottadeheh, assistant
Bishop of this Diocese,
confirmed 8 of our
church family at the
Deanery of Warley
Confirmation Service
held at Holy Trinity
- we continue to pray
with them for their
developing faith (Alex,
Jean, Thomas, Nicole,
Ramin, Reza, Adrienne
and Paul). We also

pray for Andrew and
Nicola who were
married on 5th June.
The summer fair was
on Saturday 26th (if
weather fine) in the
Vicarage garden (with
scouts and choir from
Uplands School Choir.)
On Tuesday 29th a
children's choir, from
Rome in Italy, sing in
church (having sung at
Lincoln Cathedral and
Christchurch
in
Oxford!) We welcome
them and thank them
for their concert.











QI.... Eucharist
Greek Word
means "Thanksgiving"
"Give thanks" said Jesus (Matthew chapter 26 verses 26-28, Mark
chapter 14 verses 22- 24 and Luke chapter 22 verses 17-20)
Jesus sat with his disciples for supper on the evening of "Maundy
Thursday"
other names: Holy Communion, the Lord's Supper, the Mass.
bread and wine for Christ's body and blood
shed for all upon the Cross the following day: "Good Friday"
"taken, gave thanks, broken and given
"Do this in remembrance of me"
Diary Dates
July
4th

Ordination of Deacons in the Cathedral,
including Douglas Machiridza from our
own congregation - we pray for him (and
others to be ordained) and continue to pray
for his family (Alice, Tawana and
Tadenda) in their new parish and home.

6th

Deanery Synod meet at St Giles Rowley
Regis.

8th

Dorothy Parkes Chapelry Trustees' AGM

14th

-Light Reading Group
-3D participants' graduation service in the
Cathedral in Birmingham 7.30pm - pray
for David Tanner and others

15th

Thrifties (Ladies Social Group)
Pamper Night

17th

Parish day-trip to Chester

28th

Light Reading Group

29th

Prayer Group

Did You Know?
The Discoverers are a group of people aged
50 plus who enjoy visiting local places of
interest on the second Thursday of each
month. Recently they visited Soho House in
Handsworth. This house is a museum and
testament to the achievement of Matthew
Boulton as one of Birmingham’s leading
metal manufacturers. The group found this
visit to be an interesting and enjoyable
experience. The Discoverers’ next outing on
September 9th will be to the Jewellery
Museum
in Birmingham’s Jewellery
Quarter. Please see Judy Eynon for further
details should you wish to accompany them .

August The Transfiguration of Our Lord Feastday
6th
- with communion in the Vicarage garden
(6.30pm) followed by BBQ
23rd

Thrifties Picnic in the park

27th 30th

Big Fish attend Greenbelt Christian
Arts Festival (We pray with them)

Spotlight on...Servers
The role of the Server is to prepare the altar for
Holy Communion and assist the Priest during
the service. At present there are five Servers Sister Maureen, Rob, Wendy, Thomas and
Charlotte. If you would like to know more
about becoming a Server please speak to Nigel.

Urgent Appeal
2009 celebrated the 90th anniversary of the
S.O.C. Scout Group. However 2010 sees the
Cub group section in desperate need of
leaders. The Cub group for ages 8-10, meets
every Tuesday evening from 7.15 - 8.30pm.
Unfortunately the Cub Section may be forced
to close shortly if additional leaders are not
found. If you can provide help please speak
to a Church Warden or contact Austin Taylor
at austinntaylor@hotmail.co.uk
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Then from Trinity Sunday (“Father, Son and
Holy Spirit”) we are green (until November’s
kingdom season of three weeks and its commemoration days of All Saints’ and All Souls—
when we are invited to light candles for those
who have died). One Christian year.

M o n t h ’ s

The Vicar has been Licensed as Priest-in-Charge
of St Matthews with St Chad’s in Windmill
Lane. Nigel says that the Licensing was grand
with good support from the church family here
and some from Holy Trinity in our Group, as
well as members of the small church family of St
Matthews. The occasion was also supported by
Key Stage 2 children from the C of E school of
St Matthews (9-11 year olds) who certainly
helped the singing along! Nigel says that being
in two places at the same time will involve a certain flexibility, understanding and support from

N

Vo i c e

August is upon us! Midsummer has passed and
we are in the Green season. “What on earth does
that mean?” It is open season really: summer,
new growth comes to mind (with harvest at its
end). The Church’s year, like the ordinary
calendar, is split not into months but into
seasons: it begins on Advent Sunday (usually
at the end of November), the four week season of
Advent (dressed in purple) sees us preparing for
the Christmas season (from December 24th to
January 6th: when the Epiphany season occurs:
the coming of the wise men to the manger to see
the new-born King bearing their three gifts – all
in white or gold!). The season of Lent (another
purple season) takes us through six weeks to
Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem and His death
upon the cross (we call that week from Palm
Sunday, Holy Week) and then comes Easter-tide,
white or gold colours (Easter Sunday Jesus rose
from the grave and is alive and was seen by his
disciples and others—until he ascended to the
Father: Ascension Day). He left them with a
promise that God’s Holy Spirit would come upon
them: one week later it did (“in tongues of flame
and with the sound of a roaring wind”) and we
celebrate that day as Pentecost: the birthday of
the Christian Church.
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all—but as we profess a faith of “One Church,
One Lord, One Faith” such challenges shall
be overcome (won’t they). Nigel does wish to
point out that we shall be holding two joint
Eucharist (communion) services this summer:
on Sunday August 15th here at The Old
Church whilst on Sunday August 22nd at St
Matthews ( so there shall be no communion
service here on that day) He hopes the change
of venue shall not be difficult for anyone (if
you require a lift have a word with a car driver
or Nigel himself).









QI.... Deacon
Douglas was Ordained Deacon in Birmingham Cathedral
Greek word meaning "servant, minister"
see Book of Acts chapter 6 “seven men of honest repute” included
Stephen and Philip and hands were laid upon them in prayer
for service with the poor and the distribution of alms (charity)
now seen as one year before ordination to priesthood (although
can be called to permanent diaconate) for men and women.
duties in church: read the Gospel, set out the altar and proclaim
the Dismissal—”Let us go in love to serve the Lord.”
cannot consecrate (bread and wine at “Eucharist” - see July letter),
cannot absolve/pardon sins, marry or give blessing but can
baptise and take funerals.

Please Note
If you have any
contributions that you
wish to be considered for
inclusion on a future
newsletter please submit
them to Chris, Charlotte,
Wendy or Audrey.

Diary Dates
Did You Know?
July
28th

Light Reading Group

29th

Prayer Group

August The Transfiguration of Our Lord Feastday
to recall Jesus on the mountain with three
6th
of his disciples who saw him
“transfigured” in brilliant glory. We
(weather permitting) come and share communion and fellowship at 6.30pm, followed by a barbecue in the Vicarage garden (bring your friends!)
14th

Wedding of Lucy and John in church (at
midday)

23rd

Thrifties Picnic in the park

25th

Prayer Group

27th 30th

Big Fish attend Greenbelt - Christian
Arts Festival (We pray with them)

The bellringers aim to ring for the Sunday
morning service and for other special
occasions as requested.
They meet to
practise on Thursday evenings at 7:45pm, to
teach beginners and improve their own
standards. There are 10 regular ringers who
cover an age range of 50+ years. They
support and receive support from ringers at
other churches and often attend other local
practices. There is a programme of events
organised by individual towers and the local
associations. These include additional
practices, ringing outings, training days, and
social occasions such as dinners and a recent
barn dance.
If you wish to find out more about this
fascinating activity, please speak to one of
the ringers on Sunday, or come along to one
of the practices on Thursday evening.

Spotlight on...Big fish
Old Church's young people meet on the 3rd and 4th Sunday of each month during the Sunday Service. This time
is usually spent working on a local allotment growing fruit
and vegetables and learning gardening skills. Produce is
harvested and shared with members of the congregation with donations received contributing to "Big Fish's"
annual residential. August 2010 sees "Big Fish" taking
part in Greenbelt Art Festival at Cheltenham Racecourse
during the Bank Holiday weekend. The group has been
greatly blessed and are grateful for additional funding
from West Midlands Police and also from The Lions
Club. Pictured at the allotment with our young people are
PCSO Julie Wright and PCSO Harb Kelsi.→
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join together as church across Britain, in
Europe, around the world on Sundays, indeed
today! Even now!
Someone – somewhere - is praying, reading the
Bible, singing God’s praises, being fed and
strengthened.
Life loves complexity by its very bio-diversity.
That is wonderful. And yet, equally wonderful,
each different and unique one of us share as
Christians one message – one Lord, one Faith.
The word “church” means something to all!

M o n t h ’ s

Friday 6th August the Transfiguration of Our
Lord Feastday saw us sharing communion and
fellowship in the Vicarage garden. Despite the
threat of rain the service took place outside with
over 70 communicants plus children from Old
Church, Holy Trinity and St Matthews.
Celebrations were the order of the day again on
Saturday 14th August when Lucy and John were
married at Old Church. We pray with them as
they begin their married life together, wishing
them joy and happiness for the future The congregations of Old Church and St Matthews held
joint Eucharist services on 15th and 22nd August.

N
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Words themselves may be too easy!
Think of the cuckoo. We all know that it is a bird
that goes “cuckoo.” But life’s not that simple –
Life loves complexity. There are more than 100
different sorts of cuckoo across the world, including the little long-billed cuckoo, the fugitive
hawk cuckoo and the Asian emerald cuckoo!
(I am a member of the RSPB and got such information from its latest magazine and an article by
Simon Barnes, a writer on the environment. He
urged us to think of bio-diversity – not as something to “do” with politics or economics or even
Europe! But as the fundamental structure of life
– “Life works by making lots and lots and lots of
different things! Biodiversity is wonderful”)
For example butterflies and moths (there are
over 100,000); beetles (over 350,000 different
species – maybe 5 million more to discover).
Bio-diversity is more than a word then. How
many living things are there in this world? How
many noughts will we have to conjure up to
answer that one!
Well then – We Are the Church. Not just a word
- just pause and think how many people are “the
Church,” here, then in the city, in the West Midlands. How many women, men and children
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Both services were well attended and received
positive feedback from those in attendance.
The Old Church Thrifties group hosted an
agape picnic at Warley Woods on the evening
of Monday 23rd August. This was a splendid
event where everyone shared the food they had
brought; games were played by the more energetic, whilst others enjoyed the chance to sit
and have a chat. During the Bank Holiday
weekend (27th to 31st August) Big Fish youth
group are taking part in the Greenbelt Art
Festival. We pray with all the young people
taking part and also for the leaders.



QI.... Church

Advance
Notice

“The church exists for the sake of those outside it” said William
Sunday October 3rd
Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury during the 2nd World War!
 English word that comes from the Greek: “belonging to the Lord.” Harvest Festival in St
Matthews’ with food con in Latin it is used for “an assembly”
tributions to Age UK.
 “ecclesia” said by Jesus to Peter (Matthew chapter 16 verse18
“upon this rock, I will build my Church” and Matthew chapter 18 Saturday October 9th
Harvest Supper and Talent
verse 17 concerning when a brother will not heed private
Show in the Dorothy
remonstrance, the matter is to be told “to the Church”
Parkes’ Centre 6.30pm
 St Paul in Book of Acts = the whole Christian community
and Sunday October 10th
(see 1 Corinthians chapter 12 verse 28)
Harvest Festival in The
 denominations of the Church: examples = Roman Catholic,
Old Church with food
Anglican (of which the Church of England is part), Methodist,
offerings donated to
Baptist, United Reform, Coptic, Orthodox, Lutheran, Society of
“Brushstrokes”.
Friends (the Quakers) and “Free.” Also, “New Testament
churches.”
Diary Dates
September
Did You Know?
4th
Institution of new Dean of Birmingham Cathedral
- Canon Catherine Ogle.
Thrifties is a ladies social group that
5th
Pimm’s Party in Vicarage Garden 3-5pm
began in 2009 with a curry evening
drinks and fun and games and “chat”
and meet together one evening every
All Welcome
month. Events have included jewellery
making, pamper evening, pub quiz and
9th
Discovers Trip to Jewellery Quarter
meal, BBQ, salsa and in August they
11th Jumble Sale in Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 2pm
hosted a picnic in Warley Woods for
the church family. The September
12th Holy Cross Day : Service of Nine Lessons and
gathering will be Come Dine With Me
Hymns in Church 5pm
– when everyone will bring along a
15th PCC meet in the Vicarage 7.30pm
dish of their choice to share with the
group. Thrifties is open to all ladies
18th Wedding in Church - pray for Vikki and Keith
whether they attend Old Church or
just know someone who does and,
19th Blessing of Marriage - pray for Des and Lynne
whilst they understand that it may not
19th St Matthew’s Day: Celebrations at lunch in St
be possible to attend every meeting,
Matthews, Windmill Lane
all ladies who wish to join in will receive a warm welcome. For further
21st Institution of new Vicar of Christchurch, Oldinformation speak to Rosie Eynon or
bury - Rev’d Nicholas Pelling
Wendy Fullerton.
23rd Prayer Group in Church 2pm - see Rosemary
Guest for details.
Spotlight on
24th Thrifties - Come Dine With Me
flowers…
A very successful Flower Festival. depicting
Bible scenes, was held in 2009 and earlier this
year the flower arrangements, in rainbow
colours, decorated the church for the visit of the
Italian Choir. At present there are 6 ladies who
regularly arrange the Church Flowers: Sheila,
Jean, Joan, Yvonne, Maggie and Irene. However
anyone interested in helping with the flowers, no
experience necessary, would be most welcome.
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are not so fortunate. What will it mean to you
and I this year then (as we offer food for Age
Concern and Brushstrokes’ work with the
poorer and the asylum seekers and refugees) –
shall we be renewed as Christian disciples by
this year’s harvest festival?

Pieter Bruegel the Elder The Corn Harvest

M o n t h ’ s

During September fellowship was shared
between The Old Church and St Matthew’s
congregations. A Pimm’s party was held in the
Vicarage garden and was followed by Evening
Prayer in church. Later in the month on St
Matthew’s day, The Old Church congregation
was invited to the patronal festival lunch at St
Matthews. The Discoverers enjoyed a step back
in time during a trip to Birmingham’s Jewellery
Quarter where they visited the jewellery
museum. This museum is the original factory of
jewellery makers Messrs Pepper & Smith. The
factory has remained untouched since it closed

T
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Every year we have a harvest festival in
schools and churches (in Uplands school on
September 27th, in St Matthews school October
4th, in St Matthews church October 3rd and at The
Old Church on October 10th). It is a celebration
of the food grown on our land.
Thanksgiving ceremonies and celebrations for a
successful harvest are both worldwide and
ancient. In the medieval church it used to be
celebrated at the beginning of the harvest on 1st
August and was called “Lammas” which means
Loaf Mass – farmers made loaves of bread from
the new wheat crop and gave them to the local
church (where they were used for communion).
The end of the harvest was celebrated with a big
meal eaten on Michaelmass day (September 29th)
– it included a goose stuffed with apples!
The tradition (as we know it in churches)
began in 1843 when the Rev’d Robert Hawker
invited all to his church at Morwenstow in
Cornwall to give thanksgiving for the harvest
(and the hymns “We plough the fields and scatter,” “Come ye thankful people” and “All things
bright and beautiful” were composed). Harvest
festival reminds us of all the good things God
gives and how we should share with any who
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about thirty years ago. The Discoverers
strongly recommend a visit to the museum
where admission is free. On Sunday 12th
September Evening Prayer was replaced by a
service of nine lessons and hymns to celebrate
Holy Cross Day.
The September gathering of Thrifities was
based on the familiar television programme
“Come Dine with Me” . All ladies prepared
and shared culinary delights including starter,
main and dessert dishes accompanied by fine
wine and cocktails. The evening was a great
success and was enjoyed by all.










QI.... Baptism
The sacramental rite (=water) that admits a candidate into the
Christian church (= the Body of Christ)
“Plunging” , “drowning” leading to repentance and faith (“new
life”)
Acts chapter 8, Romans chapter 6 and 1 Corinthians chapter 6
Same as “christening” although that has more to do with the white
“blanket” wrapped round Jesus in His manger at Christmas and
the shroud His body was wrapped in when taken down from the
cross on Good Friday.
Matthew 28 verse 19 “in the name of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit”
Immersion into water, or pouring water over the head
“Godparents” act for those who are too young to make their own
decision (they may confirm their baptism later on !)
Diary Dates
October
2nd
Singing Workshop in Church 2.00pm - 4.00pm

Please
Note
If you have any
contributions that
you wish to be
considered for
inclusion on a
future newsletter
please submit them
to Chris, Charlotte,
Wendy or Audrey.

Did You Know?

3rd

Harvest Festival in St Matthews 10.00 am
(with produce for Age Concern please)

6th

AGM of the Dorothy Parkes Company 7.30 pm
All Welcome

7th

Discoverers outing to Winterbourne Gardens
(see Christine Tanner for details).

9th

Harvest Supper in the Dorothy Parkes Centre
6.30 pm with Talent Show and Fish & Chips.

10th

Harvest Festival in The Old Church 10.15am
(with „dry’ produce for the work of
„Brushstrokes’ please)

10th

Baptism of Oscar Tobi Obasi during 10.15am
Harvest Eucharist (pray for Oscar, his parents
Millie & Emmanuel and the godparents)

10th

Traidcraft – Cards, Craft + Food on sale in the
Dorothy Parkes Centre after 10.15a.m service

12th

10th Anniversary of opening of the Dorothy
Parkes Centre - Open Day with refreshments

17th

Taize evening of prayer and praise 6.00pm
(see Charlotte Frith for details)

Spotlight on
‘open church’…

19th

Birmingham Progressive Synagogue: 7.45pm
Anthony Grenville speaking on 'The Arrival of
the Jewish Refugees from Hitler and their
Settlement in Britain'. (see Ann Conway-Jones
for further details).

28th

Prayer Group in Church 2.15pm

31st

Baptism of Poppy Anne Irene Cleaver 10.15am
(pray for Poppy, her parents Kyle and Laura and
the godparents)

The Old Church is open for
visitors on Tuesday afternoons from 2.00pm to
4.00pm. Visitors are
welcome to enjoy the
serenity of this beautiful
building or join in with craft
activities if they wish.

Traidcraft was established in 1979 as a
Christian response to poverty, and is
the UK's leading fair trade organisation. Traidcraft pay fair prices that
cover the full cost of production and
enable a living wage and other fair
rewards to be earned by producers.
They run development programmes in
some of the poorest countries in the
world, and campaign to bring about
trade justice. There are around 5,000
Traders selling food, craft, jewellery
and stationery in churches, schools,
colleges and workplaces.
Traidcraft foods are sold in the
Dorothy Parkes Centre on the second
Sunday of each month following the
morning service. Gifts and jewellery
etc. can be ordered from the
catalogues at any time.
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fighting), but so too is conflict-prevention. So
where is the Christian Church in all of this?
Surely we should pray for peace as an attainable
reality not simply as an ideal? And for those
who seek to achieve such in our world today (as
we Remember!)

M o n t h ’ s

During October Claire led a singing
workshop in Church when a song was rehearsed
for the Harvest Festival Service which also saw
the Baptism of Oscar Obasi and a presentation of
Greenbelt by the Big Fish. After the service everyone in Church was invited to a delightful
reception to celebrate with Oscar and his family.
Later in the month fellowship was shared at the
Harvest supper in the Dorothy Parkes Centre.
This was a lively evening with a variety of talent
from Old Church that included singing, comedy
routines, poetry, stories and was imaginatively
compered by Michael Conway-Jones.

N

Vo i c e

General Sir Richard Dannatt, former head
of the British Army, has published a book called
“Leading from the Front.” In it, he talks of his
own experiences of war as well as arguing for
the place of defence (and questioning current
reviews) and speaks of his own Christian faith.
He quotes his grandfather, a farmer, writing at
the outbreak of the First World War: “The main
thing is to feel that the wars we are engaged in
are in the right, and promote righteousness and
justice in the world.”
November is a month when we think of
war and peace (red and white poppies), when we
remember those men and women in our own
nation and all who have fallen in wars. A
minutes’ silence at 11 o’clock on the 11th day of
the 11th month (the day the guns fell silent upon
the battlefields of Flanders, in 1918) is still
respected and observed.
Many of us do not have any experience of
war – gratitude therefore for those who have –
but some have and are experiencing such; and
some have current experiences of loss and
anxiety for loved ones who serve in war-torn
situations. War and peace studies are important
(just as an understanding of why there is
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The Discoverers were blessed with
good weather for their outing to the
Winterbourne Gardens in Edgbaston where
they enjoyed a light lunch.
One Sunday following Morning
Worship a small number of the congregation
rambled together on the Clent Hills and found
this to be an exhilarating exercise. It is hoped
that this will become a regular occurrence.
A service of prayers and songs in the
style of Taize was a new experience for Old
Church and many who attended found this to
be peaceful and uplifting.









QI.... “Christian”
A follower of Jesus Christ (see Matthew chapter 28 verse 19)
But Jesus never used the word!
Originally an insult (“oh you Christians ****!” Used by outsiders
see Acts chapter 11 verse 26 about ten years after Jesus’ death!)
Occurs only in two other places in the New Testament (Acts 26
verse 28 when King Agrippa spoke to St Paul, and in 1 Peter 4
verse 16 where its use by enemies or persecutors is envisaged.)
By AD 64 (C.E 64) it was in common use across the Roman
Empire and considered to be a quasi-political movement!
1 Peter 4 verse 16 “be not ashamed of being called Christian!”
“brethren” / “believers”/ “disciples” words found in the New
Testament, but the church gladly took it up to distinguish from
other faiths and because it contains the word “Christ = the messiah”
Diary Dates
October
24th

Thrifties-7.30 pm Pub Quiz at The Dog see Wendy for further details.

31st

10.15 am All Saints’ Eucharist
6.00 pm All Souls’ service when we pray and
light candles for those who have died.

November
Tuesdays 10.00 am Holy Communion in The Old Church
followed by tea/coffee.
Thursdays 10.00 am Holy Communion in St Matthews’
followed by tea/coffee.
3rd

2.30 pm Light Reading at the Sisters’ house see Judy Eynon for details.

11th

Discoverers going for a meal see Christine Tanner for details.

14th

10.15 am Remembrance Day service with
11am Act of Silence.

15th

7.00 pm Thrifties - Pampers, Champers &
Cocktails. See Jean Martin for details.

21st

10.15 am Christ the King Eucharist Please pray
for Donte Tyler and Taio Renell who are to be
baptised and for their Parents and Godparents.

23rd

Deanery Synod at Christchurch Oldbury

25th

2.15 pm Prayer Group in Church

27th

Christmas Fair in the Dorothy Parkes Centre

28th

10.15 am Advent Sunday Eucharist - The
beginning of a new church year.

As I live each day
As I live each day may I
do my part
To make one difference,
to touch one heart.
And through each day
may it be my goal
To encourage one mind
and inspire one soul.
Author unknown

Did You Know?
During Sunday morning service on the
third and fourth Sunday of each month
children between the ages of five and
eleven can enjoy exciting activities
when they go to Junior Church in the
Dorothy Parkes Centre.
Children
under the age of five are very
welcome to join in with a parent or
carer. The theme of the activities is
usually linked with one of the Bible
readings of that day. All leaders are
experienced in working with children
and have CRB clearance. If you
would like to become involved in
Junior Church or with our young
people in Big Fish (ages 11 upwards)
have a word with Nigel.
PLEASE NOTE: October/November
Junior Church will be on the last two
Sundays of the month,
Spotlight on
CLEANERS…
Cleanliness is next to Godliness!!
The Old Church is now in pristine
condition since it has been redecorated.
However, without the dedicated team of
cleaners who regularly pick up a duster
it would not stay like this. If you want
to be part of the team that keeps Old
Church looking good have a word
with David Ingram.
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“The shepherds said, ’Let us go to
Bethlehem, and see the things that the Lord has
made known to us.’”(St Luke’s Gospel chapter 2
verse 15) Do we have an idealized view, or even
indifference, to Bethlehem (and the Middle
East)? Carols and candles could “water down”
the reality perhaps? During the year our news’
services contains images of hostility and of
tension there and numbers of Christian believers
there are reported to have fallen in numbers.
We have a faith of hope and a festival
that proclaims “unto us a child is born and a son
is given: goodwill and peace to all.” Our faith
should not be separated from the realities of our
world today. We approach Christmas with joy.
Yet we too must be champions of the Gospel
message and respond in love and prayer to the
needs around us with Jesus’ message of justice,
liberation and inclusivity - no discrimination or
prejudice or judgment of others, even when they
are different from us.
May the joy of the angels, the
eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of
the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary,
and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this
Christmas.

Pa s t

M o n t h ’ s

The last month was a time for remembrance
which was shared by many who attended the All
Souls’ and Remembrance Day services.
It was also a time for fellowship when Thrifties
enjoyed an evening at The Dog and more
recently Champagne, Canapés and fine company
in Jean’s lovely home. The Discoverers also
lunched together at a local Toby Carvery.
Fellowship was continued with folk sharing light
reading in the Sisters’ house and also during the
Prayer meeting in Church.
Poppy Cleaver, Donte Tyler and Taio Rennell
were welcomed into the Church family during

N e ws

their Baptism services.
Another Sunday afternoon ramble took place
when walkers from the congregation
squelched in the bracing wind over the
Waseley Hills near Bromsgrove.
The end of November saw crowds descend on
the Dorothy Parkes Centre to join in the
festivities of Old Church’s annual Christmas
Fayre. The choir of Uplands Manor Primary
School entertained and delighted those in
attendance with a number of Christmas songs
and Father Christmas treated the children with
an early appearance

QI.... “Christmas”




No date was given in the Bible.
Speculation of the time of year as to Christ’s birth arose in the
early second century.
 Was suggested that it should be 2nd May!
 The feast was not celebrated until the late fourth century.
 The earliest mention of 25th December was suggested in the year
336 and was probably chosen to oppose the festival on that date
dedicated to “the sun of Righteousness.”
 The popular observance of Christmas has always been accompanied
with joy and merry-making (in mid winter).
 It developed considerably in England during the nineteenth century,
through the importation of German customs by the Prince Consort
(Albert, husband of Queen Victoria) for example the Christmas tree:
These beautifully hand-knitted
and also through the influence of the writer Charles Dickens (A
Nativity figures were crafted by
Christmas Carol)
Joyce during „Open Church‟ on
 “The Incarnation” = that the eternal Son of God took human flesh
Tuesday afternoons.
(“became man”) from his human mother (Mary) and so Jesus was
at once fully God and fully man.
December
Did You Know?
Diary Dates
Tues 10.00 am Holy Communion in The Old
Church followed by tea/coffee.
2.00 pm Open Church
Thurs 10.00 am Holy Communion in
St Matthews’ followed by tea/coffee.
2nd

10.15 am Discoverers trip - Barnett Hill
Garden Centre for Christmas shopping
and lunch

5th

5.00 pm Hymns of Praise and Readings
for Advent.

19th During the 10.15 am Eucharist “Big Fish”
present their Nativity production
19th 3.00 pm Tea and carols in the Vicarage all welcome around the Christmas tree!
19th 6.00 pm Carol Singing at St Matthews’
church around their Christmas tree.
24th Christmas Eve
11.00 am Join the Vicar at Penmakers’
Court for carol singing.
4.00 pm Crib service in church.
11.30 pm Midnight Mass begins
with carols.
25th Christmas Day Services at 10.00 am in St
Matthews and 10.15 am in The Old Church
26th St Stephen’s Day Services at 10.00 am in
St Matthews and 10.15 am in The Old
Church

The hidden Christian meaning of that silly song
“The Twelve Days of Christmas”. Here it is....
One partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ.
Two turtle doves - the Old and New Testaments.
Three French hens for faith, hope and love.
Four calling birds - the four gospels
Five golden rings - first five books of the Bible.
Six geese a-laying for the six days of creation.
Seven swans a-swimming the sevenfold gifts of
the Holy Spirit: prophesy, serving, teaching,
exhortation, contribution, leadership, and mercy.
Eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes.
Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the
Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.
Ten lords a-leaping the ten commandments.
Eleven pipers piping the eleven faithful disciples.
Twelve drummers drumming symbolised the
twelve points of belief in the Apostles' Creed.

Spotlight on ...
The light reading group meets monthly
on a Wednesday afternoon at 2.30 pm
in the Sisters’ house on the High Street,
Smethwick. This informal gathering
shares recent readings that could be
anything from recipes to Chaucer. It is
a time for enjoying the company of
others in a relaxed atmosphere whilst
increasing literary knowledge.

