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 Childbirth is a dangerous business. 
Mother and baby hover between life and 
death. Those of us with access to modern 
medicine may easily forget this, but Mary and 
Joseph must surely have been aware of it as 
they sheltered in the stable.  She risked her 
life in order to bring Jesus into the world.  In 
her culture, as in many others, a rite of      
passage was provided to give thanks for her 
survival, and to ease her back from contact 
with the ultimate realities, symbolised by 
blood, into her  normal routines. She went to 
the temple to offer a pair of turtledoves.      
 The Book of Common Prayer provided 
‘The Thanksgiving of Women after Child-Birth, 
commonly called The Churching of Women’ 
for the same purpose. There is some          
historical evidence that women appreciated 
the rite of churching. In the sixteenth century, 
after childbirth, the mother enjoyed a         
privileged month of confinement, in order to 
recover physically and emotionally. Churching 
was the opportunity for a last celebration with 
her women friends – her gossips – before   
returning to her usual duties. But the        
ceremony could also be interpreted in more 
damaging ways.  
 Back in October I talked to women from 
Old Church who were churched in the 1950s, 
and they report being left scarred by the     
experience. They were made to feel that 

childbirth was shameful and sinful. Before 
their churching they were not allowed to enter 
shops, or even friends’ homes, in case they 
brought bad luck. And if the baby was      
baptised during that time, they were forbidden 
to  attend.  In their minds, the point of the rite 
was penitence: the church insisting that new 
mothers needed  forgiveness. Yet the words 
of the Book of Common Prayer say  nothing 
of the sort, instead giving thanks that a time 
of great danger has been safely negotiated. 
Psalm 116 is included, with its references to 
‘the snares of death’ and ‘the pains of hell’. 
This is the final prayer: 
O ALMIGHTY God, we give thee humble 
thanks for that thou hast vouchsafed to 
deliver this woman thy servant from the 
great pain and peril of child-birth: Grant, 
we beseech thee, most merciful Father, 
that she through thy help may both     
faithfully live and walk according to thy 
will, in this life present; and also may be 
partaker of everlasting glory in the life to 
come; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
It prays for the woman’s continuing vocation, 
not only as a mother, but in the whole of her 
life, physical and spiritual. As we return to our 
normal routines after Christmas, we pray that 
we too may walk according to God’s will. 

Ann Conway-Jones 

T h e  C h u r c h i n g  o f  W o m e n   

H i s  U n f a i l i n g  P r e s e n c e  

Another year I enter 

Its history unknown; 

Oh, how my feet would tremble 

To tread its paths alone! 

But I have heard a whisper, 

I know I shall be blest; 

“My presence shall go with thee 

And I will give thee rest” 

What will the New Year bring me? 

I may not, must not know; 

Will it be love and rapture, 

Or loneliness and woe? 

Hush! Hush! I hear His whisper; 

I surely shall be blest; 

“My presence shall go with thee, 
And I will give thee rest”. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  



Happy New Year 

 The Old Church Christmas Fayre at the 

end of November was well attended with     

bustling crowds browsing amongst the many 

stalls whilst enjoying festive songs beautifully 

sung by the choir of Uplands Manor Primary 

School.  Many thanks to all those who helped 

set up, serve and provide items for the stalls. A 

total of £1,450 was raised towards the upkeep 

of the church. 

 An afternoon of fine food and festivities 

was enjoyed by the Discoverers at a local Toby 

Carvery where they celebrated the season with 

a traditional three course Christmas meal. 

 The Old Church hosted a service of nine 

readings and hymns to mark the beginning     

of Advent. Many came together to reflect       

upon the forthcoming weeks of preparation to      

celebrate the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

at the first Christmas. 

 Some Old Church members gathered        

together once again at ASDA, Cape Hill where 

they were warmly welcomed by staff and     

customers alike. Their tuneful rendition of some 

favourite Christmas Carols resulted in £168  

being raised for CLIC Sargent charity that    

supports  children with cancer. 

5th 5.00 pm Service of Readings and 
Hymns to celebrate the Feast of the 
Epiphany (the Magi - “Wise Men” visit 
the Manger) 

13th  7.30 pm Pantomime: ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’ at the Oldbury Rep 

23rd 12.00 noon Discoverers’ Planning 
Meeting in the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 

30th  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

30th  7.00 pm Compline in The Old Church 
(see Wendy for further details) 

January 

Here are some thoughts of how to give 
special meaning to the New Year 

  Make a wish list that gives you purpose. 
Fill it with wishes for yourself and the 
people you love. 

 Read children’s books to enliven your 
imagination. 

 Let go of an angry heart. Forgive 
someone to refresh your soul. 

 Take a nature walk to find little miracles 
in the song of a bird, beauty of a tree, 
clouds making shapes ranging from 
dragons to angels floating by. 

 Listen to those in your life who may need 
you to step back, slow down and be 
there for them. Then create quality time 
to share with them. 

 Take a first step towards making a big 
dream come true. 

 Start a gratitude book even if you can 
only think of one happy moment per day. 

 Open your heart to find love. Express 
your feelings by saying the words “I love 
you” to children, parents, friends, lovers 
and spouses. 

 Practice acts of kindness - if you do 
good you’ll feel good. 

 Search for serenity and ways to refresh 
your spirit 

May the new year 
Bring these wishes to all of you 

Warmth of love, comfort of home 
Joy for your children, 

Company and support of family and friends 
A caring heart that accepts 

And treats all human beings equally 
Enrichment of knowledge and 

Richness of diversity 
Courage to seek and speak the truth 

Even if it means standing alone 
Hopes and dreams of a just world and  

The desire to make it happen 
A light to guide your path 

Helping hands to strengthen unity 
Serenity and peace within your mind, 

Heart and soul 
Food for thought and soul 

A hand to hold. 

Past Month’s News 
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 What a word! The word itself is strange 
enough, but then the church is full of words 
that are strange to many people and need  
explanation. The word ‘interregnum’ means a 
gap in the normal running of an organization. 
For the church this means the absence of a 
vicar. We have been without a vicar for nearly 
a year but in a few weeks’ time we shall have 
a vicar in the Reverend Debra Buckley. This 
will be a cause of rejoicing for the whole 
church and not least for those of us who have 
been ‘minding the gap’. During this year and 
thanks to a lot of hard work by members    
and also visiting clergy our worshipping           
community has grown in membership. This 
may not be obvious to everyone because 
there is a varied pattern of attendances from 
Sunday to Sunday.  
 During this year there have been twenty-
five baptisms, ten of whom were adults and 
also twelve adults were confirmed. Last    
Sunday [12th January] we gave thanks for the 
baptism of Jesus and the families of those 
who had had a baptism in this past year were    
invited to come along. Those who were     
confirmed were also present and the church 

was encouragingly full Christine Tanner and 
Wendy Fullerton explained and demonstrated 
what they do when visiting these families. Our 
thanks to them for doing this piece of work.  
 I was aware at the Christmas Crib     
service of a very packed church and this  
happened without much publicity. There is a 
very real sense of our church welcoming and 
caring  for people. Our congregation is made 
up of  people who have originated from many 
parts of the world. Every one has a part to 
play but it does take time to discover what 
this is. Sometimes we need to share our tears 
but we also need to share joy and laughter 
and set aside our anxiety and fears. Jesus 
carried a painful cross for us but he also 
brought healing and joy. We need to go out to 
others in our neighbourhood with hope in     
our hearts bringing his light to scatter the       
darkness that blights all our lives. The best 
way of doing this is not always obvious and 
our attempts may often be clumsy, but       
confidence comes when we accept his       
demands. Trust is not built without trial and 
error. 

Michael Goss 

I n t e r r e g n u m   

P a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

 Christmas was celebrated in our         
traditional manner with the Crib Service and 
Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve and Holy 
Communion on Christmas morning. These 
services were all well attended. The Feast of 
the Epiphany was marked by a special service 
of Readings and Hymns. The Baptism of 
Christ was the occasion when all families of 
those baptised at Old Church in the past year 
were invited to relight their baptismal candles.  
 An evening of hilarity and fun was       
enjoyed by some from Old Church at the   
Barlow Theatre, Langley.  A performance of  
the ageless classical pantomime “Jack and 

the Beanstalk” was superbly portrayed by the 
outstanding Oldbury Repertory Players. 
       The Discoverers held their annual     
planning meeting over a shared meal at the 
Dorothy Parkes’ Centre. Outings for the     
coming year were agreed, the first being an 
afternoon concert in Birmingham. If you are 
interested in joining the Discoverers, for this 
and forthcoming events please see Joyce 
Jones, Christine Tanner or David Ingram.  
 A Sunday afternoon Service of Hymns 
and Poems of Praise in aid of the Red Cross 
and in memory of the late Mike Kalemkerian 
was attended by many of his friends. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  



Who will do  it ? 

  

 It is with much sadness that we will be 

bringing to a close our corporate life in 

Smethwick at the beginning of February. A 

small group of sisters has lived and prayed 

here since 1992. We have received an       

immense amount in that time from the 

friendships we have made, from those who 

have ministered to us, from the projects and 

pastoral links we have been involved in and 

from our sharing in the life and worship of 

the three Smethwick Anglican churches.  

 We are deeply grateful for all that has        

nourished and enriched us. We will continue 

to keep you in our prayers and will be        

delighted to see you should you be able to 

visit us at our convent in Wantage,           

Oxfordshire. We wish you every blessing of 

peace in this new year.  

1st 9.30 - 4.15 pm  Open Conference at 
St Michael’s Secondary School 
‘Making Disciples in Mid-sized 
Churches’ See Jeff  Guest for details 

8th 1.00 pm Wedding of Solomon and   
Eleanor - please pray for them.  

10th 2.30 pm Light Reading Group meet 
at Mollie Heath’s home 

17th  7.30 pm Institution by the Bishop of 
Aston & Induction by the Archdeacon 
of Birmingham of the Reverend Debra 
Buckley as Vicar of The Old Church.  

20th Discoverers’ Outing - see detail in 
Past Month’s News 

28th  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

28th  7.00 pm Compline in The Old Church 
(see Wendy for further details) 

February 

 
 

 
Dear God  

 

Please untie the knots that are in 
My mind, my heart and my life. 

Remove the have nots, the can nots 
And the do nots that I have in my mind.  

 

Erase the will nots, may nots might nots 
That may find a home in my heart.  

 

Release me from the could nots, would nots 
And should nots that  obstruct my life.  

 

And most of all, dear God, 
I ask that you remove from my mind, 

My heart and my life all of the ‘am nots’ 
That I have allowed to hold me back, 

Especially the thought that 
I am not good enough. 

Amen  
 

Author known to God 
 

There was an important job to be done ~ 
Everybody was sure that Somebody could do it. 
Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. 
Somebody got angry about that because it was 
Everybody’s job ! 
Everybody thought Anybody could do it but   
Nobody realised that Everybody wouldn’t do it. 
It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody 
when Nobody did what Anybody could have 
done. 
 

From Sisters Stella, 
Phoebe and Mary Jen 
of the community of 
St Mary the Virgin : 

CLEANING 

FLOWER ARRANGING 

SIDES PERSON 

MAKING COFFEE/TEA 

The Knots Prayer 

WELCOMING 

GREETING 

VISITING 

SERVING 
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 We now move into the month of March 
and, having experienced one of the wettest 
and gloomiest of winters, we can at last      
look forward to the spring. As we all know           
the weather in March continues to be                
unpredictable, but despite this the earth 
wakes up and the season turns.  The vicarage 
garden bears witness to this, in its saturated 
lawn I have discovered an abundance of    
daffodils in tight, expectant bud.  
 But the turning of the seasons is not the 
only ‘turn’ to greet us as we move into this 
new month.  March also brings with it the    
invitation to make our Lenten journey, a    
journey that calls us to ‘turn’ away from all that 
keeps us from God and towards Christ who 
calls us ever deeper into God’s divine love. 
 Springtime and Lent are inextricably 
linked together and some of the oldest        
traditions of Lent are interwoven into ideas    
of spring. Indeed, some refer to Lent as 
‘springtime’ for the soul and others as a time 
to ‘spring-clean’ the soul. 
 It is certainly a time to examine          
ourselves, to check out those corners we    
often neglect in our day-to-day lives and to 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e   

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

 February was a month of “Hellos” and 
“Goodbyes”  
 Sadly, we bade farewell to the Sisters of 
the BVM who have had to leave Smethwick 
after a presence of some twenty-two years. 
 On a brighter note we greeted the Rev’d 
Debra Buckley as our new Vicar at her        
Institution and Induction by the Bishop of    
Aston and the Archdeacon of Birmingham.    
A full church that included the Mayor of      
Sandwell, the Headmistress of Uplands 
Manor and the Chairman of the Dorothy  
Parkes’ Trust, gave Deb a warm  welcome. 
Representatives of the congregation          

presented Deb with symbols of her new       
ministry. The service was followed by a       
reception in the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre and 
included a superb buffet provided by many 
members of the local congregation. 
 A Conference ‘Making Disciples in Mid       
Sized Churches’ was held on 1st February at 
St Michael’s Secondary School, Rowley Regis. 
This was thought provoking and challenged us 
to look at how we live our lives as Christians. 
A similar event for ‘Small Sized Churches’ will 
be held at the same venue on 29th March but 
is open to all. Please speak to Jeff Guest if 
you are interested in attending. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

reflect deeply on what we find there. It’s a   
time to ask ourselves those uncomfortable       
questions about what we rely on for our sense 
of self-worth and to prayerfully consider what it 
means to live by the grace of God.  
 Traditionally, one of the ways we are   
encouraged to do this is by giving things up.  
But whether we give up chocolate (a particular 
challenge for me!), biscuits, cake, alcohol or 
anything else – we do so to aid our inner 
‘spring clean’. Maggie Dawn in her book 
‘Giving it up’, suggests that, we give things up 
‘…to allow the light to be shed on those places 
where our idea of God is too harsh, too weak, 
too small, too fragile, too stern’. In other 
words, we give things up in order that we 
might see God more clearly 
 Spring will inevitably come, but the      
invitation to journey through Lent is just that, 
an invitation.  It’s an invitation for all of us and, 
if we’re up for it, it’s a journey we can make in 
the company of one another.  I, for one, am 
very much looking forward to making my first 
Lenten journey with the faith community here 
and I pray that it will be a fruitful time for all. 
 



Combined Churches 
Lent 2014 

 An elderly carpenter was ready to retire. 

He told his employer-contractor of his plans to 

leave the house building business to live a 

more leisurely life with his wife and enjoy his 

extended family. He would miss the pay 

cheque each week but he wanted to retire. 

They could get by. 

 The contractor was sorry to see the good 

worker go and asked if he could build just    

one more house as a personal favour. The          

carpenter said yes, but over time it was easy to 

see that his heart was not in his work. He     

resorted to shoddy workmanship and used   

inferior   materials. It was an unfortunate way to 

end a dedicated career. 

 When the carpenter finished his work, his 

employer came to inspect the house. Then he 

handed the front door key to the carpenter and 

said, “This is your house.....my gift to you”. 
The carpenter was shocked! 

What a shame! If he had only known he was 

building his own house he would have done it 

all so differently.  

5th Ash Wednesday 
10.00 am & 7.00 pm Holy Communion 
Services (with Imposition of Ashes) 

7th  Women’s World Day of Prayer 
2.30 pm Holy Trinity: Praying for Egypt  

12th 7.30 pm Collation of the Rev’d    
Douglas Machiridza as Vicar of St     
Andrew’s Church, Handsworth 

19th 7.30 pm PCC meeting in the Dorothy 
Parkes’ Centre 

20th Discoverers’ Trip to Coventry 
(see Christine Tanner for details) 

27th  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

27th  7.00 pm Compline in The Old Church 
(see Wendy for further details) 

March  

 

 
How often we wish for yet another chance to 

make a fresh beginning.  
A chance to blot out our mistakes and 

change failure into winning.  
 

It does not take a special time to make a 
brand new start.  

It only takes the deep desire to try with all 
our heart.  

 
To live a little better, to always be forgiving.  
To add a little sunshine in a world for which 

we're living.  
 

Never give up in despair nor think you are 
through.  

For there's always this new day, the prospect 
to start anew.  

 
Author Unknown 

 
 

What we call the beginning is often the end.  

And to make an end is to make a beginning.  

The end is where we start from.  

- T.S. Eliot 

We know the notes 
but  

Do we play the music? 
 

13 March Jesus and the Importance of Doubt 
 

20 March The Icon of Certainty 
 

27 March The Temptation of Tradition 
 

03 April The Conflict of Brand 
 

10 April My Church! 
 

A five week exploration of faith in Smethwick 
in 2014 examining through conversation,   
worship and teaching how we move from 

knowing facts to following the way of Jesus. 
Thursdays 7.30 pm at Holy Trinity B67 7BP 

Building your house 

 

Another Chance  



 
The Old Church  

News 

Volume 4   Issue  10       APRIL    2014 

 

 On the morning I sat down to write this, I 
had looked through a newspaper in which three of 
the headlines read: 

‘Official documents show that the Department for 
Work and Pensions is advising job centres on how 
to send people to food banks, despite ministers 
claiming that charitable support forms no part of 
the welfare system’. 

‘Since the conflict in Syria began in March 2011, 
more than 130,000 people have been killed and 
millions displaced’. 

‘A 15-year-old boy is charged with murder, and 
two others arrested, after the shooting of a          
15-year-old girl in east London’. 

These headlines amongst others, which included 
the ongoing search for flight MH370 and the 
storming of a Ukrainian airbase by Russian troops, 
speak to us powerfully of a troubled world.   
 
In addition to the news we read and listen to daily, 
we also carry within us our own personal news 
headlines of the struggles we face in our lives and 
in the lives of those we love and care for.  These 
headlines, whether they are national or global, 
public or personal, can make life hard and         
can evoke a range of difficult questions for 

us.  
Struggles, such as these, can find a place in the 
season of Lent where our attention is focused    
on the suffering of Christ. But, in addition to        
continuing our Lenten journey, April beckons in 
the Easter season. Easter Sunday, which falls on 
April 20th, is the day on which our hard walk 
through Lent, and the dark days of Holy Week, 
give way to the light and joy of the resurrection. 
The church that began Lent by removing flowers, 
and will end stripped bare, will be filled once more 
with light and colour. Flowers will be gloriously 
displayed, the Pascal candle will be lit and we will 
joyously sing, ‘Jesus Christ is risen today’. 
 
The contrast is stark and of course it is meant     
to be. But how do we hold together pain and       
suffering with the joy of Easter?  Maybe we start 
by realising that Easter day is the day that        
reminds us that we can face into our struggles, 
because what we will celebrate is the promise 
that the darkness of suffering has been         
penetrated and infused with God’s light and hope. 
 
On Easter day we will celebrate the endless  
creative power of God to generate new things.  
The tree of death, that becomes the tree of life, 
shows us once and for all that God’s capacity to 
burst through the worst of suffering is eternal.  
 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

P a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

Despite inclement weather, the Discoverers      
enjoyed their trip to the Wolverley Bridge Garden 
Centre. Lent began with the traditional Imposition 
of Ashes at two services of Holy Communion on 
Ash Wednesday. The annual Women's World Day 
of Prayer was celebrated at Holy Trinity where the 
focus of prayer was Egypt and its peoples. 
Members of Old Church attended the Collation of 
the Rev'd Douglas Machiridza as Vicar of St     
Andrew's Church, Handsworth. It was a delight for 
those from Old Church to see a former brother 
worshipper Douglas with Alice and their family 
warmly welcomed into their new congregation. 

Jesus and the Importance of Doubt was the first of 
a five week exploration of faith at Holy Trinity.  
Lieutenant Lydia of the Salvation Army led a 
thought provoking reflection on doubt. The evening 
ended with Compline and all were encouraged to 
leave the church in silence, which proved a      
challenge for some! 
During Lent, the Tuesday service of Holy        
Communion has been moved to 12.00pm and is 
followed by a light lunch of homemade soup in the 
vestry. This has been well attended and the      
soup greatly enjoyed by all. Donations made in           
appreciation are to be given to Christian Aid. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  



A Point of View 

3rd 
& 
10th 

7.30 pm Lent Groups with other 
Churches at Holy Trinity The Conflict 
of Brand (3rd) My Church! (10th) 

13th PALM SUNDAY 
10.15 am Holy Communion with    
Procession from Dorothy Parkes’   
Centre. Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting after the service  
5.00 pm Service of Readings and 
Hymns for Passiontide 

14th 7.00 pm Compline with Meditation 

15th  12 noon Holy Communion 
7.00 pm Compline with Meditation 

16th 7.00 pm Compline with Meditation 

17th MAUNDY THURSDAY 
8.00 pm Holy Communion with foot 
washing followed by Vigil 

18th GOOD FRIDAY 
10.00 am Walk of Witness                  
at Holy Trinity  
12 noon At the Foot of the Cross        
in The Old Church 

20th EASTER DAY 
6.00 am Service of Light 
10.15 am Holy Communion with 
Baptism of Logan Blu and Alannah 
Marie Nock 

24th Discoverers’ Trip to Coughton Court
(see Christine Tanner for details) 

24th  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

24th  7.00 pm Compline in The Old Church 
(see Wendy for further details) 

 
 

April  
 Denial is a default human reaction to 
what we perceive to be an intractable problem,         
particularly if dealing with it demands effort on 
our part. This has been magnified nationally 
where poverty right here at home is            
concerned. We have only to read certain    
sections of the press or watch a superficially 
analysed television programme about food 
banks to realize that. Thankfully, the church 
has, at last, spoken out clearly, informed by its 
frontline workers across the UK. Despite the 
fact that a minority of people continue to abuse 
the welfare system, hunger and homelessness 
are running sores in an otherwise still affluent 
and comfortable society. Some of this is      
due to the government’s latest round of benefit 
changes, such as the ‘bedroom tax’, the     
withdrawal of crisis loans, and the            
downgrading of disability benefits, which is 
driving the most vulnerable to despair. 
 Personally, I do not want to see food 
banks embedded in our society as they appear 
to be in the USA, thereby letting governments 
off the hook and prolonging the very            
dependency they say they want to  eradicate. 
We should, however, continue to support our 
food banks either by regular, direct giving  
and/or by volunteering, as a proactive          
response to the hunger around us. At the 
same time, as individuals or as members of 
political parties, community and religious 
groups, we should also be challenging       
government to show ‘bias to the poor’ in its 
welfare reform programme  rather than       
stigmatizing those least able to help         
themselves, and to restore a reasonable    
standard of living  which promotes human   
dignity.  
 The Smethwick Food bank is very   
grateful to all of you who continue to support 
its work at this time.                           Liz Goss 

 The Bishop of Durham has claimed that 
people on benefits who rely on food banks 
should  receive ‘sympathy and solidarity’ from 
politicians and the public rather than becoming 
pawns in a political row. 
 According to The Daily Telegraph, the 
Right Reverend Paul Butler described the      
increasing use of food banks as a ‘terrible        
reality’. 

 

Love does not rejoice at wrong-doing, but 
 

 rejoices with the truth; 
 
   Love bears all things, believes all things, 
 
          hopes all things, endures all things, 
 
               Love never ends. 

 
1 Corinthians 13 : 6 - 8 
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By the time you read this we will have made 
our journey through the harrowing events of 
Holy Week and we will have shared in the 
blessings of the Easter feast.  The feast we 
celebrate on Easter Sunday is, of course,   
just the beginning of the Easter season.  This 
liturgical season is fifty days long, stretching 
from Easter Sunday all the way through to 
Pentecost and so, throughout the whole of 
May and just into June, we will be continuing 
to celebrate all that Easter means. 
 
Easter is the rich season in which we flesh out 
what it means to be Easter people by delving 
into the mysteries of the resurrection and    
responding to God’s call to be followers of 
Christ; to be God’s hands and feet, God’s 
faithful people in the world. In doing this, we 
cannot avoid the imperative to seek justice 
and pursue peace for all God’s people; to feel 
the pain that God feels when people suffer 
needlessly and to know that, through Christ, 
we are intrinsically connected to our brothers 
and sister across the world. 
 
This can be a daunting prospect to say the 
least! But organisations such as Christian Aid 
can help us individually, and as a church, to 
engage together in giving, acting and praying 

In a myriad of different ways. Christian Aid 
week this year is from May 11th - May       
17th and it focuses in particular, and                
unsurprisingly, on the impact of war. 
 
We will all know through reading daily news 
papers, listening to the radio and watching 
the television that for a growing number of 
people across the world, the horror of war is a 
part of daily life.  Christian Aid says that, 
 
‘Right now, fuelled by the devastating         
violence in both Syria and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, the numbers of     
people driven from their homes by war is on 
the rise.  It stands at 42 million people – an 
appalling statistic and a stain on the          
conscience of humanity. We can’t turn our 
backs. We must act now’. 

They invite us to join with them in sending the 
message to those who live in fear right now, 
that, ‘you are not alone. We’re with you,  
helping you to rebuild your lives, and working 
for peace’. 

So, as we celebrate the Easter season       
together, let us remember that in following the 
way of Christ we can make a world of         
difference. 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

P a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

April saw the close of the Lent season. £225 
was raised at the Lent Soup lunches for  
Christian Aid. 
The dramatic events of Palm Sunday and 
Holy Week were commemorated with services 
on each day but particularly on the evening of 
Maundy Thursday and at midday on Good  
Friday. The celebrations of Easter day began 
with  the Dawn Service of Light and later with 
a service of Holy Communion with  baptisms. 

Old Church’s Annual parochial and general 
meetings saw the re-election of Yvonne and 
David as our churchwardens,  and the election 
of two new Deanery Synod representatives 
and three new PCC members. 
The Discoverers' monthly outing saw them 
“sent to Coventry”. Some of the group toured 
the ruins of Coventry Cathedral whilst         
others visited the “new” cathedral and the    
neighbouring Holy Trinity church. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  



A Prayer of  
Thomas Merton 

 Long ago, in the days of sailing ships, a 

terrible storm arose and a ship was lost in a 

deserted area. Only one crewman survived, 

washed up on a small uninhabited island. Each 

day he looked for a passing ship but saw    

nothing. Eventually he managed to build a 

crude hut, in which he stored the few things he 

had recovered from the wreck and those things 

he had made to help him. One day, as the 

sailor was returning from his daily search for 

food, he saw a large column of smoke. As he 

ran toward it, he saw his small hut in flames.  

All was lost.  

Although slightly stunned, he quickly began to 

search the island for material to build a new 

hut. That night, he worked diligently to          

construct a better dwelling than that which     

he had before, and he remained hopeful that 
one day he would finally be discovered. He 

spent an almost sleepless night thinking of           

constructive ways in which to make his time on 

the island more comfortable. The next morning, 

he rose early and went down to the sea. There, 

to his amazement, he saw a ship lying offshore 

and a small boat rowing toward him.  

When the once-marooned man met the ship’s 
captain, he asked him how he had known to 

send help. The captain replied, “Why, we saw 
your smoke signal yesterday, but by the time 

we drew close the tide was against us, so we 

had to wait until now to come and get you.”  
Hope is that single ingredient which allows us 
to look forward to tomorrow and the positive 

opportunities it will bring.  

Hope is the energy that arouses the mind to 
explore every possibility in time of challenges 

and adversity.  

Hope is that extra push that keeps us going. It 
gives us the ability to carry on with our plans 

even though we feel discouraged or doubtful. 

Sometimes it may seem that things have taken 

a turn for the worst, but the hopeful heart      

believes that, “Better times are just around the 
corner.”  
When failure confronts you, when                  

disappointment faces you, when disaster 

threatens you, the only hope you have is hope. 

For as long as you have hope, you will always 
feel a candle burning within you that will light 

the way to great possibilities. 

11th CHRISTIAN AID week begins 

21st 7.30 pm PCC meeting in the Dorothy 
Parkes’ Centre 

29th ASCENSION DAY 

29th  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

29th  7.00 pm Compline in The Old Church 
(see Wendy for further details) 

31st 3.00 pm Wedding of Andrew and     
Danielle 

May  

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am   

going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I 

cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor 

do I really know myself, and the fact that I 

think that I am following your will does not 

mean that I am actually doing so. But I      

believe that the desire to please you does in 

fact please you. And I hope I have that desire 

in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never 

do anything apart from that desire. And I 

know that if I do this you will lead me by the 

right road though I may know nothing about 

it. Therefore will I trust you always though I 

may seem to be lost and in the shadow of 

death. I will not fear, for you are ever with 

me, and you will never leave me to face my 

perils alone. Amen 

Hope 

For everything that was written in the past 

was written to teach us, 

so that through endurance and the              

encouragement of the Scriptures we might 

have hope. 

Romans 15:4 

 

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful 

in prayer. 

Romans 12:12 
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 It’s June already – how the year passes!  
June is a beautiful month in which nature could 
not be more abundant.  I know this because the 
vicarage garden is full of brightly coloured flowers 
and lush greenery, so much so that I have the  
gardener at the ready with mower and pruning 
tools to ensure that there will be space enough for 
the summer fete. 
 
This month brings with it the longest spells of   
daylight and the shortest periods of darkness; it 
brings forth an array of wild and cultivated flowers; 
ladybirds, butterflies and bees go about their   
business; vibrant green foliage spreads and 
reaches; plump red strawberries are picked and 
eaten and fruit trees, of various kinds, carry the 
abundant promise of  harvest time. It is the month 
in which all of nature seems to sing God’s praises. 
 
In the church, June is also the month that brings 
Easter to a close with the celebrations of         
Pentecost, Trinity Sunday and Corpus Christi.   
Corpus Christi, the lesser known of these feast 
days, traditionally falls on the Thursday after   
Trinity Sunday. The service is one of thanksgiving 
for the gift of Holy Communion and, over the 
years,  it has been celebrated in a number of ways         

including colourful processions through the 
streets and elaborate flower festivals that have             
incorporated a carpet of flowers along the aisle, 
or a scattering of flowers around the altar. 

The month of June, then, offers us the opportunity 
to celebrate both the religious sacraments of 
bread and wine and the created sacraments    
evident all around us in the natural world. Tess 
Ward acknowledges, in her book ‘The Celtic 
Wheel of the Year’ that, ‘For some there is an 
awareness of needing to be fed by God at     
community tables in bread and wine, in the    
company of others.  For others a need to be    
outside (in the natural world)…for others still, the 
need for both’. 

And it will be in the light of this, that we will be 
celebrating the special feast of Corpus Christi on 
June 19th with a service in the vicarage garden 
followed by a barbeque. So do come, if you can, 
to give thanks for the sacrament of Holy        
Communion and the sacrament of  nature in all its 
June glory. We can’t promise a carpet of flowers 
at the altar, but we can promise (if flaming June 
lives up to its name) a beautiful outdoor setting 
and some  scrumptious food! 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

P a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

The second Sunday in May saw the start of   
Christian Aid week. Any envelopes containing         
donations for Christian Aid should be returned to 
church as soon as possible. 
David Ingram, whose days as the volunteer mini 
bus driver have come to an end, was thanked by 
the Discoverers for the many very pleasurable 
trips they have enjoyed with him at the wheel. 
A Saturday afternoon Table Top sale raised over 
£140 for Church funds. 
The end of May saw the removal of the scaffolding 
which has hidden the tower for some 3 months. 
Major repairs have been made to both the tower 
roof, which was leaking badly, and the stone and 
brickwork that was showing its age. We are     
very grateful to the Dorothy Parkes’ Trustees for    
funding this expensive renovation work. 

Saturday 28th June 2014 at 2.00 pm 
Weather permitting(!!) The Old Church Summer 
Fete this year will be held in the Vicarage garden.  
Once again, the choir from Uplands Manor Primary 
School will be coming to delight us with their    
singing. There will be stalls galore with bargains for 
all.  Of course, this means we will need a lot of 
help setting up, manning stalls on the day and 
clearing up afterwards.  Donations required include  
good quality items for Fancy Goods, Books, 
Plants, DVDs and Toys stalls, Bottles (full) for the 
Tombola and other items suitable as prizes for the 
Raffle and Treasure Island would be very          
welcome. The Summer Fete is one of Old 
Church’s major fund raising events so please   
support this venture. Speak to Christine Tanner 
with offers of help. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

S u m m e r  F e t e  



How to dance in the rain: a 
message of enduring love 

3rd 7.30 pm Dorothy Parkes’ Board    
Meeting in the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 

19th  6.30 pm Corpus Christi service in the   
Vicarage garden followed by barbeque   

21st 4.00 pm Marriage of Mark & Kay 

25th 7.30 pm Lay Pastoral Ministry    
meeting at the Vicarage 

26th  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

26th  7.00 pm Compline in The Old Church 
(see Wendy for further details) 

28th 2.00 pm Summer Fete in the Vicarage 
Garden (weather permitting)  

29th 6.30 pm Deanery Confirmation at St 
James’ Church, Rounds Green 

June 

Over the past fifteen years many local parish 
churches have championed youth ministry under 
the umbrella of the Unity Project and in January 
2012 fourteen churches came together to launch 
Smethwick Foodbank.  In response to the need for 
a co-ordinated approach to tackle poverty in this 
area, these two groups have now come together 
to form Smethwick CAN. 
 
This is an exciting new project that has four 
streams.  There is a ‘response stream’ which aims 
to develop work around homelessness and 
provision for those in crisis; a ‘support stream’ to 
provide individual and group support around 
issues such as money management, debt support 
and welfare rights; a ‘learning stream’ to support 
children and young people and a ‘works stream’ 
which will look to increase aspiration and support 
people towards work, training and volunteering. 
 
There are a number of ways you can get involved 
with this new venture.  You can volunteer to work 
with one or more of the project streams; you can 
help to shape the project by being on a working 
group; you can be a church Rep; you can help to 
raise awareness about poverty; you can pray or 
you can give a regular or one-off donation to help 
to sustain the work of the project. 
 
If you want more information please see Deb 

It was a busy morning, about 8:30 am, when an    
elderly gentleman in his 80's, arrived at the clinic 
where I work as a nurse. He had to have stitches 
removed from his thumb. He said he was in a 
hurry as he had an appointment at 9:00 am.  
 
I took his details and had him take a seat,     
knowing it would be over an hour before      
someone would be able to see him. 
 
I saw him looking at his watch and decided,  
since I was not busy with another patient, I   
would evaluate his wound. 
 
On examination, it was well healed, so I talked   
to one of the doctors, got the needed supplies    
to remove his sutures and redress his wound. 
 
While taking care of his wound, I asked him if he 
had another doctor's appointment this morning, 
as he was in such a hurry. The gentleman told 
me no, that he needed to go to the nursing   
home to eat breakfast with his wife. 
 
I asked about her health. He told me that she had 
been there for a while and that she was a victim 
of Alzheimer's Disease. As we talked, I asked if 
she would be upset if he was a bit late. He replied 
that she no longer knew who he was, that she 
had not recognized him for five years now. 
 
I was surprised, and asked him, 'And you still go 
every morning, even though she doesn't know 
who you are?' 
 
He smiled as he patted my hand and said, 'She 
doesn't know me, but I still know who she is.' 
 
I had to hold back tears as he left, I had goose 
bumps on my arm, and thought, 'That is the kind 
of love I want in my life.' 
 
True love is neither physical, nor romantic. True 
love is an acceptance of all that is, has been, will 
be, and will not be. 
 
The happiest people don't necessarily have the 
best of everything; they just make the best of    
everything they have. 
 
We all want to receive this kind of love, but    
somehow, I think, the better part is to be in a     
position to give this kind of love.  

Smethwick Church Action 
Network (Smethwick  CAN) 
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 We are now well and truly in the season of      
summer, the season that signifies a pivotal time in 
the lives of many children and young people. We 
are reminded at this time each year, irrespective 
of academic attainment, of the potential and       
resilience that children and young people embody 
and what they have to offer to our communities 
and our churches.   

 

But it is, sadly, easy to overlook the contribution 
they can, and do, make.  Young people, more  
often than not, get a ‘bad press’; the media draw 
our attention to negative stories and appear to 
overlook the positive.   

 

One recent exception to this was the story about 
Stephen Sutton, the teenager who raised £3     
million for charity, before his death from lung   
cancer.  But there are, of course, many other  
positive stories that do not reach our hearing.  

 

 For example, we know the G8 leaders meet, but 
did you know (I didn’t!) that there is Junior 8?  This 
is an annual meeting of 14-17 year old              
representatives of the G8 member nations as well 
as Brazil, China, India, Mexico and South Africa.  
They meet to discuss issues raised at the G8 and  
draw up their own proposals to be considered.  
This group has a real impact on the thinking 

around major world issues. 

 

Many of us will be committed to fighting injustice 
through organizations such as Smethwick CAN 

and Christian Aid. But did you know (I didn’t!) that 
research shows that the rising concern for justice 
is seen most dramatically among the youth?  
Christians in high schools, colleges and            
universities are putting extraordinary emphasis on 
justice as part of their Christian witness. 

 

During a speech in Belfast earlier this year,      
Michelle Obama demonstrated her faith in the 
young when she urged around 2,000 school    
children, university students to help create lasting 
peace. 

 

"You have the freedom of an open mind, you 
have a fresh perspective that will help you find 
solutions to age-old problems," she told a       
captivated audience at the Waterfront Hall      
convention centre. Huffington Post June 18th 
2014 

 

The challenge, I guess, is for us to also           
demonstrate our faith in the young by recognising 
the range of gifts they have to offer along side 
their passion, energy and perspective. And to 
make it clear that they have the potential to     
contribute greatly to church life, its leadership and 
its decision making.  

 

 So, let us hold children and young people in our 
prayers at this pivotal time and let us rejoice that 
young and old, alike, can be part of bringing 
about the kind of church community we are    
seeking to be. 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

P a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

Pentecost was celebrated with members of the 

congregation speaking simultaneously in their  

native tongues followed by sounds of rushing 

winds to echo the first Pentecost. The joyous    

service was concluded with the singing of “We 
shall go out with joy” accompanied by various   
musical instruments and the clapping of hands. 

 

Old Church members joined with some from Holy 

Trinity and St Matthews to visit the Sisters of 

CSMV at their Convent in Wantage. The group 

were welcomed by the warm laughter of Sister 

Mary-Jen and were shown around the               

accommodation and the beautiful chapel.       

Stunning statues and carvings created by past 

members of the order were gazed upon in awe.   

 

Holy Communion was celebrated in the vicarage 

garden to commemorate the special feast of    

Corpus Christi. Friends from the congregations of 

Holy Trinity and St Matthew’s  joined members of 
Old Church in a beautiful outdoor setting           

and old and new friendships were enjoyed at the    

barbeque following the service. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  



Busy People ! 

2nd The Annual General Meeting of the 
Trustees to the Smethwick Chapelry  

6th  3.00 pm Service in Holy Trinity 
Church to celebrate the work of the 
Sisters in Smethwick followed by 
refreshments.  

10th 4.00 pm Ministry Team Meeting at 
the Vicarage 

20th 12.15 pm Baptism of Jack 

23rd 7.30 pm  PCC meeting at the Dorothy 
Parkes’ Centre 

25th 4.00 pm Marriage of Garreth & Karen 

31st 2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

31st  7.00 pm Compline in The Old Church 
(see Wendy for further details) 

July 

 

Thank you 

 

 

We have received a letter from the Chief 
Executive of Traidcraft thanking traders and 
supporters for their support throughout the 
year.  Here are some extracts condensed 
from it: -  

 

“Our innovative work on West African 
palm oil has begun to take off….. In East 
Africa, India & Bangladesh our projects 
have continued to make an impact on the 
lives of many hundreds of thousands of 
men and women.   
Thank you to all who have supported our 
work. . . . As we enter our 35th year we are 
still pioneering, campaigning, working to 
make trade fair for the poor. 
We are a team spread far and wide made 
up of everyone reading this letter….Your 
support has enabled us to touch the lives 
of hundreds of thousands of farmers and 
artisans across the world.” 
In a world where millions of children will 
go to bed hungry tonight, I need not 
remind you how vitally important it is that 
we continue to fight poverty through 
trade”.   

Rosemary Guest - The Old Church Traidcraft Trader 

When things in your life seem almost too 

much to handle, when twenty - four hours    

in a day are not enough, remember the      

mayonnaise jar………… and the beer. 
 

A Professor stood before his philosophy 

class and had some items in front of him. 

When the class began, wordlessly he picked 

up a very large and empty mayonnaise jar 

and proceeded to fill it with golf balls. He 

then asked the students if the jar was full. 

They agreed it was. 

 

So the Professor then picked up a box of 

pebbles and poured them into the jar. He 

shook the jar lightly. The pebbles rolled 

into the open areas  between the golf   

balls. He then asked the students if the   

jar was full. They agreed it was. 

 

The Professor then picked up a box of   

sand and poured it into the jar. Of course 

the sand filled all other spaces. He asked 

once more if the jar was full. The students        

responded with a unanimous ”Yes.” 
 

The Professor then produced two cans of 

beer from under the table and poured the 

entire contents into the jar, effectively  

filling the empty space between the sand. 

The students laughed. 

 

“Now” said the Professor, as the laughter 
subsided, “I want you to recognise that   
this jar represents your life.                     

 

The golf balls are the important things - 

your family, your children, your health,   

your  favourite passions – things that if  

everything else was lost and only they      

remained, your life would still be full. 
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We are all interconnected, bound together in a 
million ways.  Part of one body:  from the food we 
eat, to the clothes we wear, to the hopes and 
prayers we share as Christ’s family.  And we’re all 
touched by the same things:  love and loss; fear 
and hope; and the troubling changes to our      
precious, fragile planet. (©Christian Aid 2014)   
 
This interconnectedness, this being part of one 
body, is a gift from God. It means that we are 
never alone; we can share each other’s joys and 
burdens; we can pool our skills and resources; we 
can work together to make a world of difference.  
 
Another precious gift that God has lavished        
on humanity is the fact that, although we are           
intricately connected, we are all different. God 
seems to rejoice in diversity. This is evident at a 
global level and is equally evident in the local 
communities to which we are attached, including 
our church community.  
 
These gifts of uniqueness, difference and         
interconnectedness give us much to celebrate. 
Praise be to God!   
 
However, these gifts bring with them a challenge. 
It is not easy to honour and celebrate our          
differences and, at the same time, to live as ‘one 
body’ in Christ. The debate on the issue of women 

Bishops, amongst other debates, within the 
Church of England bears witness to this.  
 
One of the ways we will be reflecting on this at 
Old Church will be in relation to discipleship; that 
is the ways in which we learn how to be the best 
followers of Christ we can be. In the Autumn,  
everyone will be invited to explore this issue    
together and, as we do so, we will need to       
acknowledge our differences.   
 
We will need to acknowledge the different stages 
we may be at on our faith journeys. Some of us 
will have called ourselves people of faith for many 
years whereas others will be very new to faith.  
We will also need to acknowledge that we learn in 
different ways. Some of us will prefer to study the 
Biblical text in a systematic way; others will prefer 
to explore spirituality and prayer in an experiential 
or creative way; others still, may want the         
opportunity to respond to God through art and 
poetry.  These differences are a real gift to our 
church and, as such, we should avoid taking a 
‘one model fits all’ approach to discipleship. 
 
So, please hold this important task in your 
prayers, that we might discern a discipleship   
programme that both honours our differences and 
draws us together, as one in Christ. 
 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

P a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

Inclement weather saw Old Church’s Summer fete 
held in the Dorothy Parkes Centre.   Despite the 
change of venue and, due to unforeseen           
circumstance, the absence of Uplands Manor   
Primary School choir, the event was a triumphant 
success.  Thanks to the dedication of so many 
helpers before, during and after the event a      
tremendous sum of £1111.59 was raised for 
church funds.  
A large number from the congregations of St   
Matthews and Old Church joined together at Holy 
Trinity Church for a service to celebrate the work 
in Smethwick of the CSMV Sisters.  Fellowship 
was shared afterwards with welcome           

refreshments 
St James’ Church, Rounds Green hosted the 
Deanery Confirmation where six members from 
Old Church were confirmed along with others from 
churches within the Deanery. Bishop David also 
spectacularly baptised two members from          
Old Church, ensuring that  they  experienced a        
thorough soaking before being confirmed.         
The Smethwick CAN meeting held at St Hilda’s 
discussed various matters including the issue of 
homelessness especially within the West       
Bromwich area. An idea that churches in the area 
might open up as night shelters throughout the 
winter was explored. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  



The Guide 

4th 11.00 am—11.00 pm  At Holy Trinity       
A Prayerful  Commemoration of the 
start of World War 1   
(Old Church, St Matthew with St Chad   
and Holy Trinity Group Ministry event) 

4th 7.30 pm Lay Pastoral Ministry Team 
meet at the Vicarage 

14th  7.00 pm Service of Holy Communion 
with hymns and poetry to celebrate the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

28th  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

28th  7.00 pm Compline in The Old Church 
(see Wendy for further details) 

August 

Picture a man stumbling along in a heavy fog, 
completely disoriented. Then, off in the distance, 
he sees the light of one small lamp. Its glow is 
sufficient neither to burn off the fog nor to 
illuminate the obstacles that might be on the 
ground between the man and that lamp. Still, it    
is a steadily burning lamp. Something within the 
man prompts him to believe that if he heads 
toward it, he will be going in the right direction. 
That “something” we can call “faith.” 
While heading toward the lamp, he finds  another 
lost man whose eyesight is so poor he can’t see 
the lamp. The first man takes the second by the 
hand and helps him toward the lamp also. The   
act of reaching out to another we can call “love.” 
And the lamp that draws him? It’s called “hope.” 

The 3D Course is the Birmingham Diocesan 
course for developing Disciples.  It is a 10 month 
Bible based course designed to enable people to 
learn more about the Christian faith.  It could be 
just right for you if you are: 

 Confirmed in the Church of England 
 Wanting to understand the Christian faith 

more deeply. 
 Open to explore how to live out your faith 

more confidently. 
 Open to working in a group with other 

Christians from various parishes. 
If you would like to attend the course, or want 
more information, speak to Deb or pick up one of 
the leaflets at the back of church. 

In September, the accredited Lay Pastoral Team at 
Old Church is due to be re-commissioned. This will 
happen at one of our Sunday services and will be 
cause for much celebration and thanksgiving. 

Paul & Jean reflect............ 

It seems only yesterday that many in the Old 
Church family were asked to think about starting a 
process of training, leading to being licensed as 
Lay Ministers. In the end, seven of us turned up for 
the first session.  

 

In fact, training for the PCT was not the start of the 
process. A year before we had started the one-
year 3D course. It was a steep learning curve as 
we realised how very certain some people were 
about their faith and how shallow was our own 
knowledge and commitment. Faith presents itself 
in so many ways and we had a feeling for what St 
Paul meant when he talked about knowing and  
understanding in parts. Old Church seems capable 
of coping with all of us in our quests for God. 

 

So, with the 3D finished, the prospect of a further 
two years preparation for work with the Pastoral 
Care Team was exciting. The team from Old 
Church was joined by a group from Rowley Regis. 
Our first study period, led by Douglas – now the 
Reverend Douglas Machiridza, thought about    
listening. Speaking is easy but listening, real      
listening is difficult. There were activities including 
role play, listening to key speakers and joining in 
discussions. And later we looked at our own 
church and those who lived in the parish with their 
different hopes and needs.    

 

In the second year, we often travelled to different 
parts of the Diocese to join specialist groups   
thinking about bereavement support, about       
hospital visiting and working with offenders. In 
some years, there would be an emphasis on    
working with children and young people although it 
never quite happened for us.    
 

And so were the three years training and the five 
years of PCT activity worth it? Well, we enjoyed it 
then and continue to do so, but that is not the 
point. In truth, the question is whether the Pastoral 
Care Team has made a difference, however    
modest, to the life of Old Church. That is what we 
all need to consider as the PCT prepares for its 
second five years. 

The PCT is not a 'closed' team and anyone would 
be welcome to join this work. So, if you have a 
sense of calling to pastoral and community         
ministry, then please have a chat with Deb or any 
member of the existing team about what is         
involved and the training that is required. 

3D Course 

Lay  Pastoral  Team 
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As we move into September the landscape 
changes. The leaves begin to turn from green 
to gold, deep red and fiery orange and the 
fruit on trees, and in the hedgerows, opens 
providing the immediate outward sign that we 
are moving from the summer into the autumn. 
Autumn is a much beloved season and Keats’ 
poem entitled To Autumn, which begins 
‘Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’ 
manages to encapsulate something of the 
beauty and richness of the this time of year. 
It is in this season that churches mark 
‘Creation Time’, the period between          
September 1st (Creation Day) and October 
4th (the feast date of St Francis of Assisi). 
Creation Time provides the opportunity, 
through its services and its liturgy, to        
celebrate the fruits of God’s good earth. The 
main festival during this time is of course the 
Harvest Festival, which will be on September 
14th at Old Church this year. During this     
service we will, as is traditionally the case, 
give thanks for  creation and, at the same 
time, think about our roles as stewards of the 
created world. Thankfully, this year we shall 
be able to sing, with heartfelt thanks, the 
words, 

Come ye thankful people come 
raise the song of Harvest-home: 

all is safely gathered in, 

ere the winter storms begin; 
God our maker, doth provide 
for our wants to be supplied’ 

But, as we know, there will be many other 
communities across the world who will not be 
well placed to sing these words. This year, in 
their ‘Abundant Life‘ campaign Traidcraft 
draws our attention to the 40% of people in 
Bangladesh who live in abject poverty, about 
which they write: ‘Despite seeing a significant 
reduction in poverty levels over recent years, 
climate change, the economic crisis and   
volatile food and fuel prices have reversed 
the trend, pushing an estimated four million 
people back into poverty.’  
Traidcraft’s Sustainable Livelihoods for Poor 
Producers (SLIPP) project is a five-year     
programme aimed at reducing poverty among 
poor communities in Bangladesh by           
increasing income and employment            
opportunities. The SLIPP project, they say, ‘is 
training more than 250 local organisations 
and individuals to provide vital services and 
support to 2400 small producer businesses.’ 
One simple way we can support the work of 
Traidcraft’s SLIPP project is by buying fairly 
traded goods from the monthly Traidcraft stall 
held in the Dorothy Parkes Centre after the 
Sunday morning service. 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

P a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

The centenary of the outbreak of World War 1 
was commemorated with a service beginning 
at 11:00 am at Holy Trinity church. This was 
followed by half muffled ringing and prayers at 
Old Church. A scroll of fabric was used for the 
community to record their personal prayers    
thoughts and memories. The scroll was     
welcomed at the Guru Nanak Gurdwara       
for further prayers and messages. It was          
then  returned  to Holy Trinity in a Solemn           
Procession of Prayer for a reflective and      

moving service and the day concluded with a 
Prayer Vigil in the company of Westminster 
Abbey. Smethwick Heritage also displayed an 
exhibition of World War 1 in Trinity Motors 
where people were invited to visit and record 
prayers of remembrance. 
Thursday 14th August saw Holy Communion 
shared at Old Church in a peaceful and           
contemplative service with hymns and poetry  
to celebrate the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  



A Big Conversation 

9th 7.00 pm Dorothy Parkes’ Board          
Meeting at the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 

11th 5.00 pm Ministry Team meeting at the      
Vicarage 

13th 10.30 am Messy Church for adults and  
children at Holy Trinity church 

13th 6.30 pm Bring & Share Harvest Supper     
at the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 

14th  10.15 am  Harvest Festival 
5.00 pm Service of Readings & Hymns    
for the Holy Cross Day  

17th 7.00 pm A Conversation about              
Discipleship at the DPC 

18th Discoverers’ Trip to Winterbourne Garden 
10.00 am Meet at Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 
contact Judy Eynon for further details 

19th 12.00 noon  Marriage of Jason and       
Caroline 

20th 12.00 noon Marriage of Neil and Rachael 

20th 1.30 pm A Conversation about              
Discipleship at the DPC 

21st 12.15 pm the Baptism of Remi 

24th 7.30 pm PCC Meeting at the DPC 

25th  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old Church 
(see Rosemary  for  details) 

25th  7.00 pm Compline in The Old Church     
(see Wendy for further details) 

September 

 

In September there will be an opportunity to 
meet together to talk about what kinds of 
things we might want to have at Old Church 
to help us explore and develop our faith. 
This will be an expansive conversation in 
which ideas can be shared and collected, 
with the view to developing a programme   
of different events, from traditional Bible 
studies to creative activities around prayer 
and  spirituality.  

 

Please come along to the Dorothy Parkes’ 
Centre on either Wednesday September 
17th from 7.00 pm - 9.30 pm or Saturday 
September 20th from 1.30 pm  - 4.00 pm.  

 

Refreshments will be provided. 

Would you have to change your clothes    

before you let Him in? 

Or hide some magazines and put the Bible 

where they'd been? 

Would you hide your worldly music and put 

some hymn books out? 

Could you let Jesus walk right in or would 

you rush about?   

 

And I wonder... if the Saviour spent a day or 

two with you 

Would you go right on doing the things you 

always do? 

Would you go right on saying the things you 

always say? 

Would life for you continue as it does from 

day to day? 

 

Would you take Jesus with you               

everywhere you go? 

Or would you maybe change your plans      

for just a day or so? 

Would you be glad to have Him meet your 

closest friends? 

Or would you hope they stay away until His 

visit ends? 

 

Would you be glad to have Him stay forever 

on and on? 

Or would you sigh with great relief when He 

at last was gone? 

It might be interesting to know the things 

that you would do 

If Jesus came in person to spend some time 

with you.         

Search me, O God, and know my heart! 

Try me and know my thoughts! 

And see if there be any grievous way in me 

and lead me in the way everlasting! 

Psalm 139: 23-24 

If Jesus Came..... 
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I don’t know how many of you listen to Radio 
4’s ‘Thought for the Day’, I am an avid        
listener. One particular thought for the day 
has stayed with me. In it Iraka Murad spoke 
about how easy it is to become slaves to     
linear time.  He contrasted linear time to, what 
he called, ‘sacred time’, the time where 
heaven and earth come close and where the 
light of hope shines. He alluded to the ways in 
which, in our fast track world, we get easily 
distracted from what is really important and, 
as he spoke these words, his mobile phone 
went off!    

 

In that moment two of the contradictory       
realities we now live with were present; a 
message which represents the way the        
sacred presence of God runs through all of 
eternity and the mobile phone which, one 
might argue, represents something of the   
instant and materialistic world in which we find 
ourselves.  

 

So pertinent was that moment, that it seemed 
to strike a chord with the broadcasters and, as 
a result, the story featured in the news that 
evening.     

 

As I listened, I was reminded once more 
about how the meeting of heaven and earth 
and the mobile phone speak powerfully   
about the kind of tension, and apparent                
contradiction, that many of us live with daily in   

this part of the world. It has to do with our 
search for meaning in the midst of the fast 
pace of life  

 

In Luke’s Gospel Jesus reminds us that, ‘it is 
God’s good pleasure to give us the          
kingdom‘ (Luke 12 v 32).  This is not a future 
promise - ‘it is God’s good pleasure to give us 
the kingdom’ right now. In this world with all 
its demands regarding the pace of life and the 
drive to own things, it pleases God to bless 
us with priceless treasure. But I guess the 
question for all of us is: How do we receive 
God’s good gifts within the frenzy and fretting 
of the anxious world?    

 

Perhaps all we can do is stand in the world, in 
all its glory and complexity and create the 
time and space to receive from God’s     
abundant offerings. To stand in the world with 
what Saint Ignatius refers to as a ‘generosity 
of spirit’, in other words, a spirit open to      
receive. Saint Ignatius reminds us of the        
importance of growing our attentiveness to 
God in the world around us.   

 

There’s a challenge here, I think, to take 
some time ‘out,’ even if that means putting 
the mobile phone, or similar, away for a while, 
and to let God speak to us of heaven and 
earth through the rhythm of the season and 
the wonders of the created world as autumn 
unfolds. 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

Harvest festivities began with an evening  of 
fellowship that included a “Bring and Share” 
buffet together with entertainment  consisting 
of poetry, songs, stories, a sketch and a    
quiz - all provided by talented members of            
our congregation. The Harvest Thanksgiving    
service included a thought provoking        
presentation about Traidcraft with cakes made 
from fairly traded ingredients on sale after the 

Sunday morning service 
Holy Cross Day was marked with a reflective 
evening service of readings and hymns. 
The “Big Conversation” was held on two     
separate well attended occasions where ideas  
to develop the spiritual life of Old Church    
outside the formal liturgical services were    
discussed. Tea, coffee and excellent home 
made cakes helped the conversations flow. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  



Farewell from Gail 

12th Recommissioning of the Lay     
Pastoral Ministry Team during       
the 10.15 am  service 

21st  7.30 pm Deanery Synod Meeting 

22nd Smethwick CAN Launch Day  
(see invitation below) 

23rd 7.00 pm Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 
AGM at the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre  

30th  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

30th  7.00 pm Compline in The Old Church 
(see Wendy for further details) 

October 

Many of you will now know about Smethwick 
Church Action Network and I know that some of 
you have already become involved in its work.  
Over the past few months this exciting new 
project has been busy establishing itself and 
developing its four streams of activity which are 
headed ‘Response’, ‘Support’, ‘Learning’ and 
‘Work’.    
 
The project will be officially launched and 
commissioned in October.  This is an 
ecumenical project and all of the churches 
involved, which includes Old Church, are invited 
to come together at Holy Trinity Church for a 
launch and commissioning event. It takes place 
on October 22nd from 7.30pm - 9.30pm.   
 
The evening will include: 
 
• An account of the Smethwick CAN story so far 
• The launch of the ‘Good Society Conversation’ 
• Input on Prayer Spaces in Schools and the 
opportunity to take part 

• A reflection by Reverend Kate Pearson    
• An ecumenical Act of Worship with the     
commissioning of the project 

• Refreshments 

An invitation to the  
launch of  

Smethwick CAN 

I write this as my time at Old 
Church is coming to a close.  
It has been an exciting,        
challenging and also an      
affirming three months here. 
My time here has been     
challenging but also very rich, 
for Old Church has been a 

place of welcome, encouragement, holding,        
affirmation and personal and public transformation 
for me. I would really like to thank Deb for all the 
opportunities she has given me and everyone for 
accepting me and my family as you have. 

 

While at Old Church, there have been many firsts. 
This began with me publicly saying that I was    
putting myself into the hands of God and God’s 
people in a public period of discerning ordained 
ministry. Although I have long felt a sense that God 
was calling me to ministry in the church, ordained 
ministry was something which I had denied for a 
long time. However, being open to God’s calling, I 
began to explore the internal wrestling and        
persistent restlessness within me, remembering 
and frequently reminding myself that it is not by our 
own doing but through the grace of God that all 
things are brought into being and fruition. With 
God, anything is possible! 

 

This placement has been about discerning two 
things. Firstly it has been about me embracing 
public ministry in a position of leadership. I have 
been able to realistically imagine what the          
expectations and demands of ordained ministry 
may be. I have had the opportunity to embody the 
role on a daily basis with its rich and diverse duties 
and responsibilities both within the church and in 
the wider community.  

 

Secondly it has been about being tested and     
affirmed (or not) by the church. This is where you, 
the people of Old Church have been so important 
in taking this process forward. Your comments, 
support and prayers will be of great assurance in 
the preparation of my portfolio for presentation to a 
‘Bishops’ Advisory Panel’. If they consider that I 
have met the set criteria then I may be selected for 
formal training. 

 

One of many experiences which I will take away 
from Old Church and being in a position of        
leadership has been the ‘holding’. To be a visible 
instrument of God’s grace; a presence of nurture, 
love, and transformation for others while at the 
same time being held, nurtured and transformed 
by the lives and stories of others has been a holy 
privilege of transcendent encountering.  
Thanks be to God.  

                                Gail Rogers 
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The autumn leaves that have fallen from the 
trees now surround us and, despite some   
periods of unusually warm weather during the 
autumn months, we have begun to experience 
the chill that marks the beginning of winter.  
The clocks have gone back, the days are 
markedly shorter, the birds are migrating and 
all of this signifies our move into November. 

 

In the life of our church, November is the 
month for remembering and it holds, within it, 
a number of rituals and festivals to help us to 
remember the saints, those we have loved 
and lost and the victims of war. 

 

In the lives of both the Jewish and Christian 
faiths remembrance is a spiritual discipline.  
But remembering, as many of us will know, is 
far from straightforward.  Our memories are 
complex, fascinating, fragile and mysterious 
things that cannot be easily contained.  

 

Evidence suggests, for example, that our 
memories cannot be confined to the past and 
the recollection of past events.  It appears that 
our memories have just as much to do with 
the future, as they do the past, and some    
recent studies have shown the value of   
keeping the two intimately connected.  Not 
least because, what we remember from the 
past can provide the foundation blocks on 

which to build a strong bridge into the future. 

 

In our church life this ‘bridge’ building            
is enacted every time we celebrate           
Holy Communion. As we do so we place          
ourselves on a ‘bridge’ from which we are 
able to look back to all that has gone before 
and, at the same time, look forward into an 
ever-new future. On that ‘bridge’ we place 
ourselves, alongside Christ and one another, 
at the centre of all that goes on in our lives 
and in the life of the world.  

 

And on that ‘bridge’ we can recall the way 
those we have loved and lost have, and    
continue to, inform our lives; we can recall the 
unimaginable terror of war and envision a 
peace-filled future; we can recall the          
devastating consequences of poverty and  
envision a just future; we can recall the      
suffering of God’s people and envision a    
future of healing and wholeness; and, on that 
‘bridge’, we can recall also that which is good 
and life giving and still – yes still – envision, 
and let go into, an ever new future in God. 

 

So, as we move into November, and its     
festivals of remembrance, let us allow         
our celebration of communion to help           
us to develop that age old discipline of               
remembering for the future.  

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

P a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

Gail Rogers conducted her final service at  
Old Church  in a beautiful sung setting of the 
late evening office of Compline on the last 
Thursday evening of September. 
The Old Church’s accredited Lay Pastoral 
Team was re-commissioned for another five 
years by the Reverend Liz Howlett, the 
Bishop's Adviser for Adult Education and 
Training. To celebrate the event and to reflect 
the gospel for the day, Matthew 22:1-14,  
many  joined  in with the  festive  nature of the   

day by wearing their best wedding clothes and 
hats. Cakes and sweets were then shared at 
the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre. 
The autumnal rains of early October led to the 
discovery that metal thieves had taken large 
amounts of lead from the church roof and had 
caused a great deal of damage. There has 
been a substantial ingress of water in many 
parts of the building. Preliminary repairs have 
now  begun and we pray that the interior of the 
church has not suffered too extensively. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  



Advent Reading 

2nd COMMEMORATION OF ALL SOULS 
Services at 3.00 pm & 5.00 pm to  
remember departed loved ones  

4th  7.30 pm Lay Pastoral Ministry Team 
Meeting at the Vicarage 

8th 10.00 am - 2.00 pm Church Clean-up 

8th 10.30 am Messy Church at Holy    
Trinity church (see advert below) 

9th REMEMBRANCE DAY 
10.15 am Holy Communion & Act of 
Remembrance 

10th 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm PCC meet  at the 
Dorothy Parkes’ Centre to set new 
Transforming Church Targets  

15th Bishop’s Lay Conference 

19th 7.30 pm  PCC Meeting at the DPC 

27th  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

27th  7.00 pm Compline in The Old Church 
(see Wendy for further details) 

29th 2.00 pm CHRISTMAS FAYRE at the 
Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 

30th ADVENT SUNDAY 
5.00 pm Exploring the promise of    
Advent: a candlelit service of reflection 
with hymns. All are welcome. 

November 
Like Lent, Advent is a rich season in which we are 
invited into a deeper sense of the mystery of God 
through prayerful reflection.  However, it can 
sometimes be difficult to engage with this amidst 
the glitz and the noise of the run-up to Christmas.  
But thankfully, there are some excellent books that 
can help us to take time out to explore the themes 
of Advent promise.  Here are just four that, 
amongst others, will be available to buy in          
November through church.   

 

Haphazard by Starlight: A poem a day from 
Advent to Epiphany compiled by Janet     
Morley  (SPCK 2013) 
 

This book offers a poem each day, from Advent 
Sunday through to Epiphany, by a broad range of 
poets including Rowan Williams, Philip Larkin, 
Gillian Clarke, George Herbert, Emily Dickinson 
and William Blake.  The poems are accompanied 
by insightful, and biblically sensitive, commentaries 
that help the reader to journey through this rich  
period.  If you enjoy poetry, or would like to try 
something different, this is a gem of a book. 

 

Preparing for Christmas by Fr. Richard Rohr 
(Franciscan Media Cincinnati, Ohio 2008) 
 

This book contains a series of daily readings for 
Advent. Each reading is accompanied by a short 
meditation and a question for personal reflection.  
Although it is small (quite literally), this book is 
packed with the deep insights and personal     
challenges we would associate with Rohr’s      
spirituality. 

 

Do nothing Christmas is coming:  An Advent 
calendar with a difference by Stephen 
Cottrell (Church House Publishing 2008) 
 

This lighthearted fun, yet profound, book urges the 
reader to ‘stop’ for a moment each day in order to 
reflect on some of the demands placed upon us at 
this time of year.  It probably isn’t for those who 
want to prayerfully meditate on the strong themes 
of Advent.  But its straightforward, often amusing, 
and very practical approach makes this book easy 
to use amongst all the business of the season.   

 

The Meaning is in the waiting:  the spirit of 
Advent by Paula Gooder (Canterbury Press, 
Norwich) 2008 
 

This book invites the reader to explore Advent’s 
central theme of waiting.  Paula Gooder offers a 
series of biblical reflections that explore, for       
example, why we need to wait, what it feels like to 
wait and what happens when we lose hope. It’s a 
flexible read, lending itself to daily or weekly    
reading.  If you are someone who struggles with 
waiting, this is an encouraging and hope-filled   
exploration. 

 is for adults and children. 

 uses hands-on activities to explore      
Bible stories, to reflect a God of        
creativity and to give people a       
chance to play together. 

 reflects a God of unconditional love,   
providing an oasis of welcome and         
a safe space in which to thrive.  

 is about hospitality, expressed most 
evidently by eating together – whether 
it’s a plate of sandwiches to share, or 
sausage and mash. 

 reflects a God of joy who wants his    
people to have life in all its fullness. 

 Messy Church 
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time to give voice to our longings even if this 
is in the silence of our own hearts, and to  
discern what it is we need, in all of our human 
vulnerability, from that tiny baby who carries 
the promise to make all things new.  

 

Our culture, on the other hand, dazzles us 
with all the noise, the lights and the activity 
we associate with the busyness of Christmas. 
Rather than a time of quiet reflection, many of 
us will be shopping, wrapping presents,    
writing cards and preparing to attend, or to 
organize, more social gatherings than usual.  
We will sing Christmas carols, attend carol 
services, with all the trimmings of Christmas, 
and all of this in the season we, as a church, 
call Advent.  

 

This ‘tug-of-war’ between church and culture 
makes Advent, unlike Lent, a difficult season 
to keep. It is, therefore, all too easy to let   
Advent pass us by and to jump straight ahead 
to Christmas.  But let us try, together, to hold 
this tension and to find the time and space, 
amidst all the busyness, to reflect and to   
prepare our hearts.   

 

So, I wish you a fruitful Advent and a joyous 
and hope filled Christmas – when it comes! 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

The afternoon and evening services for All 
Souls’ were well attended and enabled the  
opportunity for all there to experience a 
peaceful time of reflection with candles lit to 
the memory of departed loved ones. 
Second Sunday worship in November         
coincided with Remembrance Sunday, where 
the fallen in all conflicts were remembered, 
with particular emphasis upon the 100th     
anniversary of the First World War. This   
moving service began with Nico performing a 
poignant solo of “Bring him home” whilst an 
altar cloth made by Junior Church and        

depicting a poppy field was  reverently carried 
by the children to the altar. Martin  Roberts  
followed the children by laying a wreath of 
poppies at the altar.   
Later in the service red and white poppies, 
carrying prayers of the congregation, were 
gently scattered  in front of the altar before the 
wreath of poppies was processed to the rear 

of the church as the congregation stood for 
the  traditional two minutes silence.  
The Discoverers celebrated Christmas a 
month early with a good attendance for an 
enjoyable  meal at a Toby Carvery 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

‘Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my    
chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put 
my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to 
the nations.  He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
or make it heard in the street;  a bruised reed 
he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he 
will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth 
justice’. (Isaiah 42: 1-3)  

 

This short passage from Isaiah is one of the 
familiar passages we often reflect on during 
Advent, which is the season in the church 
year we have just moved into. This is the  
season in which we anticipate the coming of 
the Christ child, the one of whom Isaiah 
speaks.  

 

Advent is the first season of the church year 
and its liturgical colour is purple, a colour that 
symbolises contemplative waiting, repentance 
and the joy of the coming Saviour.  It is a rich 
and complex season which conceals a kind of 
‘tug-of-war’ between what the church intends 
and what our culture expects of us.  

 

The church provides the opportunity for us to 
enter into a time of ‘watching’ and ‘waiting’; a 
time of quietly preparing ourselves to receive 
the Christ child into our lives afresh.  It is a 



Bishop’s Lay Conference 

The conference was held at the University of   
Birmingham and about 700 people attended. The 
morning session was a combined session with 
clergy and laity together in the Great Hall, where 
we were treated to songs of worship, very gently 
lead by a worship group from London.   

 

The Bishop sat at the front of the Great Hall and 
spoke with a few people as they shared amazing 
stories from their lives as believers. This was 
very personal and moving for all listening.    

 

Also during the morning session we were treated 
to two exceptional speakers.   
The first speaker, David Runcorn, lead a time of 
bible study on Food for the Hungry, based 
around the feeding of the 5000 from Luke ch 9.  
David gently expanded the story, looking closely 
at  those that gathered, the responses of the   
disciples, the food shared in the  miraculous way 
amongst so many, and the  recognition of Jesus 
as the Son of God.   
He spoke about Jesus taking time aside to pray 
and to refresh Himself for continuing His ministry, 
and then asked us to reflect on our quiet times, 
when are they, and where do we go to renew our 
own spirituality?   

 

Following David a lady by the name of Loretta 
Minghella spoke on unconditional love and      
invitations, as well the time she became a   
Christian and then Chief Executive of Christian 
Aid.  She challenged us with an invitation to be 
changed, and asked what does it mean to have 
enough? She spoke about being vulnerable but 
standing anyway, as well as considering an      
invitation to make ourselves vulnerable and to 
fight for every person.  She then described her 
visit to Haiti after the earthquake, this was a very       
personal time of sharing, and was an extremely 
moving recollection of her time there.  

 

During the afternoon session, the clergy had a 
reflective time with David Runcorn, while the laity 
were in cell groups where we had been asked to 
take our stories from our lives as  believers. The 
times in the cell groups were special for all      
involved.   

 

The day ran like clockwork. The place, the       
facilities, the food, the Great Hall (living up to its 
name), all who facilitated, took part, lead and 
prayed.  

 

Like many others I came away having had a 
good day, reflecting on all that had taken place, 
and looking forward to the next one.  

June O’Brien 

8th 6.30pm - 8.30pm DPC Board Meeting 
at the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 

9th  6.00 pm - 7.00 pm  Carol singing in 
ASDA Cape Hill Come along and join 
in singing to raise money for charity 

21st 5.00 pm Nine Lessons and Carols 

24th  CHRISTMAS EVE 

 

4.00 pm  Crib Service 
11.30 pm Midnight Mass 

25th  CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

10.15 am Holy Communion 

27th 2.00 pm Marriage of Chris & Donna 

December 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You are invited for 

 
Festive Drinks and Mince Pies 

 
at the Vicarage 

 
on 21st December 

 
from 2.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

 

All Welcome 
Come and leave as you wish 
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