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manifestation to the Magi, who journeyed far 
to welcome the Christ child and to offer him 
their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  
But the manifestation of Christ was not just 
revealed to those mysterious and devoted 
Wise Men, but to the whole world. 

 

Tess Ward, in her book The Celtic Wheel of 
the year, explores the impact that Epiphany 
continues to have on all of us today.  In doing 
so, she speaks of the gifts of this season,  
‘This is a time of stars and dreams, and signs 
that hang between our prayerful perception 
and the reality of our daily lives’ she writes, 
and continues, ‘It is a season of reflection on 
the past and wise discerning for the future’.  
(O books, 2007)  

So as we mark Epiphany 2015, and begin the 
New Year, let us take the opportunity to   
ponder a while and to ask some important 
questions about our journeying in light of 
Christ, both as individuals and also as a 
church family.  Questions such as: ‘Where 
are we on our path with God and one         
another?’ ‘What direction do we feel drawn to 
go in during the coming year?’ ‘What do we 
need to do in order to take the next step?  

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

Our thanks to Uplands Manor Primary School 
for allowing us to host our Christmas Fayre in 
their halls. Also thanks to the school choir    
for entertaining those present with a collection 
of Christmas songs and carols. £1623 was 
raised for church funds thanks to the          
generosity of both those who supported us 
with their custom and those who gave of their 
time to help before, during and after the event. 

 

A service of readings and hymns heralded  
the beginning of Advent. Compline was    
celebrated on Wednesdays with a meditation 
that gave opportunity for personal reflection. 

Carol singing at ASDA and subsequent       
donations raised £150 for the Disasters   
Emergency Committee Fund for those        
suffering from the Ebola virus. 

 

Christmas activities, making sheep puppets, 
jingle bells, Christmas cards, paper chains and 
donkey dung were enjoyed at Holy Trinity   
during their Messy Church Christmas event. A 
moving service was held when prayers were 
hung on a Christmas tree in remembrance of 
Messy Church helper Molly, who has recently 
died. A Christmas meal was then shared     
before a surprise visit from Father Christmas.  

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

‘Well here we are at the beginning of a new 
year.  So may I begin by wishing you all a 
fruitful, peace-filled and blessed 2015. 

 

Traditionally this month, above all the other 
months in the year, begins with a bang (quite 
literally if there are fireworks involved). The 
first day of this month marks the beginning of 
a new year. For some, January 1st arrives 
filled with expectation and the hope of new 
things to come and, for others, it is filled with 
disappointment and for others still, it is filled 
with fear and dread. 

 

But however we approach it, whatever is   
happening in our lives, we cannot escape the 
fact that at the point when one year moves 
into another, even if we sleep through it, we 
enter into a kind of liminal moment, a         
transitional moment between the old and the 
new.  It is a time of crossing boundaries and a 
time of journeying. 

 

This idea of journeying across boundaries is 
reflected in the festival we celebrate in church 
as January unfolds; the feast of Epiphany. 
Epiphany falls on the twelfth day of Christmas 
and brings the Christmas season to an end.  
On this day we celebrate Jesus’ brilliant  



An Epiphany Blessing 

For Those Who Have Far to Travel  

 

If you could see the journey whole  
you might never undertake it;  
might never dare the first step  
that propels you from the place  

you have known  
toward the place you know not.  

 
Call it  

one of the mercies of the road:  
that we see it only by stages  

as it opens before us,  
as it comes into our keeping  

step by single step.  
 

There is nothing for it  
but to go  

and by our going  
take the vows the pilgrim takes:  
to be faithful to the next step;  
to rely on more than the map;  

to heed the signposts  
of intuition and dream;  

to follow the star  
that only you will recognize;  

to keep an open eye for the wonders  
that attend the path;  

to press on  
beyond distractions  

beyond fatigue  
beyond what would tempt you  

from the way.  
 

There are vows  
that only you will know;  

the secret promises  
for your particular path  

and the new ones  
you will need to make  

when the road is revealed  
by turns you could not have foreseen.  

 
Keep them,  
break them,  

make them again:  
each promise becomes  

part of the path;  
each choice creates the road  

that will take you  
to the place where at last  

you will kneel  
to offer the gift most needed—  
the gift that only you can give—  

before turning  
to go home  

by another way.  

12th 7.30 pm Lay Pastoral Ministry team 
meeting at the Vicarage 

17th  10.00 am - 12.00 noon Singing      
Workshop in The Old Church 

19th 6.30 pm DPC Board meeting at the 
Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 

21st  7.30 pm PCC meeting at the          
Dorothy Parkes’ Centre  

29th  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

29h 7.00 pm Compline in The Old Church 
(see Wendy for further details) 

january 

As we look into 2015 we look at a block of 
time. We see 12 months, 52 weeks, 365 
days, 8,760 hours, 525,600 minutes, 
31,536,000 seconds. And all is a gift from 
God. We have done nothing to deserve it, 
earn it, or purchased it. Like the air we 
breathe, time comes to us as a part of life. 
    The gift of time is not ours alone. It is 
given equally to each person. Rich and poor, 
educated and ignorant, strong and weak—
every man, woman and child has the same 
twenty-four hours every day. 
    Another important thing about time is that 
you cannot stop it. There is no way to slow it 
down, turn it off, or adjust it. Time marches 
on. 
    And you cannot bring back time. Once it is 
gone, it is gone. Yesterday is lost forever. If 
yesterday is lost, tomorrow is uncertain. We 
may look ahead at a full year’s block of time, 
but we really have no guarantee that we will 
experience any of it. 
    Obviously, time is one of our most        
precious possessions. We can waste it. We 
can worry over it. We can spend it on       
ourselves. Or, as good stewards, we can   
invest it in the kingdom of God. 
    The new year is full of time. As the       
seconds tick away, will you be tossing time 
out the window, or will you make every    
minute count? 

A Year of Time 
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It’s a good time to think about what we need 
for ourselves from church, right now, and to 
ask ourselves some questions about what 
gifts are being called out of us at this time.  
To ask ourselves whether what we are doing 
energises us, or whether it saps our energy 
and feels like a burden; whether we feel we 
want to take on something new, or to take 
something on for the first time; whether we 
have recognised gifts in other people,       
perhaps those who lack the confidence to put 
themselves forward; and to ask ourselves 
whether we feel called to take on a position of 
responsibility such as being a member of the 
PCC or becoming a Church Warden. 

Our life and our faith is a journey that takes 
twists and turns and in which we are bound to 
encounter changes.  God makes this journey 
with us and calls us to use different gifts at 
different points along the way.   

This process of discernment is important for 
all of us and for the church as a whole.  We 
can undertake it on our own and in the    
company of others.  I pray that, if you choose 
to do this, it will be fruitful. 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

P a s t  M o n t h ’ s  
N e w s  

January has been a relatively quiet month at 
Old Church after the festivities of Christmas. 

The PCC met on Wednesday 21st January 
and discussed the activities to be undertaken 
in 2015 and also the financial challenges that 
will have to be faced in the years ahead. 

Our thanks are extended to Claire Hollocks 
who led a useful and enjoyable singing     
workshop on a Saturday morning. It was great 
fun and a confidence booster to some of us 
who normally confine our singing to the    
bathroom! 

In the autumn last year we held two ‘Big    
Conversations’ about discipleship at which we 
generated a lot of ideas.  These have been 

collated and put together in a ‘What’s On   
Programme’ for 2015.  This programme is now 
available in Old Church and, if you don’t      
already have a copy, please take one with 

you.  It is hoped that there will be something 

for everyone, so do put the dates of the things 

that interest you in your diaries.  There will be 

more information available on specific events 

as we approach their start dates. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

‘Gifts have been given well suited to each;                        
some to be prophets, to pastor and preach,                       
some, through the Gospel,                                                
to challenge, convert and teach. 
Called to his service are women and men                              
so that his body might ever again                                   
witness through worship,                                            
through deed and through word                                        
to Christ our Lord.                                                           
(John L. Bell (b.1949) © 1997,2002 WGRG, Iona Community) 

The words of this hymn, based on                  
1 Corinthians 12 v 1-11, speak about the     
variety of gifts we have been given and how 
they are all needed to build God’s church.   
This vision is certainly evident at Old Church.  
There are many people involved in so many 
ways.  Indeed, so many that it’s not possible 
to list them here.  We have so much to be 
thankful for.   

But as many of you may know, it’s easy to find 
that we’re undertaking the same tasks year on 
year.  I think it’s important, therefore, to    
regularly take some time out to prayerfully  
reflect on the contribution we make.  And, the 
weeks that run up to the Annual Church      
Parochial Meeting is a good time to do this.   

W h a t ’ s  O n  2 0 1 5  



The Book of Forgiving 

I was drawn to read the Book of Forgiving after 
I heard Mpho Tutu speak at the Greenbelt  
Festival last year. This book has all the         
credentials for me. Forgiveness is something I 
am interested in and it is written by two people 
I greatly admire and respect - Bishop Tutu and 
his daughter Mpho. I have to say it exceeded 
my greatest expectations and has had a      
profound affect. 
In the book they invite the reader to walk with 
them on the path of forgiveness and this is   
exactly how it felt to me. They share their    
personal stories, experiences of others who 
have inspired them and also what they have 
learnt from the process of forgiveness. They 
are passionate about how it can transform 
situations and restore relationships and I found 
this passion moving and contagious.  
The book takes you through the journey of   
forgiveness involving four stages:- telling the 
story; naming the hurt; granting forgiveness 
and renewing or releasing the relationship. At 
the end of each chapter is a meditation, a ritual 
and an exercise giving the reader the            
opportunity to engage in their own forgiveness 
process if they so wish. Highly recommended. 

Siân  
 

The Book of Forgiving is a great book to read 
during Lent and it is the book being used for 
the Churches Together Lent Course this year.   
Unfortunately, it is not yet published in paper-
back.  The lowest price at hardback is £11.99.  
If you would like to order a copy, please sign 
the sheet at the back of church.   

The past decade has seen a dramatic change 
in the way the Church of England is financed, 
placing a much greater burden on parishes.   
Although, this isn’t always an easy topic to 
think about, and to talk about, we need to see 
Christian Stewardship as an integral part of 
church life.    
For this reason we have decided to hold an  
annual Stewardship Sunday.  So in the     
morning service on February 15th we will be 
thinking realistically, and creatively, about the 
financial situation at Old Church and prayerfully 
discerning how to respond.   

1st 3.00 pm-4.30 pm at Old Church - The   
Oakville Singers will perform a concert 
and, following this, will lead the singing 
at Evensong for Candlemas 

7th  12 noon-2 pm at Birmingham Cathedral 
– The Warley Deanery Pilgrimage.                      

18th Ash Wednesday 7.00 pm at The Old 
Church – Service of Holy Communion 
with imposition of ashes.  

25th  6pm-8 pm at Old Church – Soul Space          

26h  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

26h at Holy Trinity Church – Churches   
Together Lent Course based on The 
Book of Forgiving by Desmond and  
Mpho Tutu.  You can attend from 
10.15am -12 noon or 7.30 pm-9.00 pm. 
 

february 

Stewardship Sunday  

February 15th 2015  

St Philip’s Cathedral celebrates the 300th    

anniversary of its construction this year and is 

marking this with a series of special events. 

On Saturday February 7th the ten churches 

that make up the Warley Deanery will all be 

making a special pilgrimage to the Cathedral.  

We will meet there at 12.00 noon, then after a 

presentation by dance students, and worship, 

there will be a reflection by Bishop David,  

opportunity for discussion, picnic lunch 

(please bring own), and a tour of the          

Cathedral. It will end by 2pm.  If you are     

interested in attending please sign the sheet 

at the back of church. 

Please come if you can – it 

would be great to have a  

number there from              

The Old Church. 

Warley Deanery’s Pilgrimage  
to Birmingham Cathedral 
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Lent is a time when we can choose to place 
ourselves in, or to pay attention to, the hard 
spaces in our own lives, those spaces        
between where we have been and where we 
are going.  It provides forty days in which we 
can allow the familiar landscape of our lives 
to shift by leaving behind some of the things 
that have a hold on us.          

 

  These things may include chocolate, our   
inability to say 'no', our drive to take care of 
everyone but ourselves, our compulsion to be 
busy all of the time or our negative view of 
ourselves; the list is endless and there is 
nothing too big or too small.  

 

But letting go, and giving up, is only part of 
the story of what Lent means.  The other part, 
of course, has to do with paying prayerful   
attention to what happens to us when we 
leave the things behind that have a hold on 
our lives.  And it has to do with paying  
prayerful attention to what happens when we 
try to actively allow God into the void that the 
absence of these things exposes.  

 

Entering into Lent is an option, not a           
requirement, of faith.  No one has to sign up 
for it.  But, if you do, then expect great   
things from God and from yourself.  Believe 
that anything is possible.   
 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

We were privileged to welcome the  Oakville 
Singers who gave a concert of sacred and 
secular music. This was followed by Choral 
Evensong for Candlemas which brought the 
Christmas season to a conclusion. 
On Stewardship Sunday we were invited to 
contemplate God’s gifts to us and prayerfully 
consider how we can express our thanks by 
giving of our talents and monetary resources 
to further the work of His Kingdom.  

Some of our congregation joined those of 
other churches in the Warley Deanery on a 
pilgrimage to Birmingham Cathedral as part of 
the celebration of the 300th anniversary of its 
consecration. 
Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the 
Lenten season was marked by a service of 
Holy Communion with the Imposition of Ashes, 
this year made from the burnt remains of    
previous years’ Palm Crosses 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

‘This Newsletter will reach you during the  
second week of Lent.  So I'm bound to ask: 
How is Lent going for you so far?  

 

Lent is an interesting, yet sometimes puzzling, 
season.  Traditionally, we know that, between 
Ash Wednesday and Easter Day, we are    
encouraged to give things up or, as some 
would have it, to take things on; but, why and 
for what purpose?    

 

We cannot delve into our Bibles for clear    
answers to these questions, because there 
was no such thing as Lent back then. But the 
Bible does offer some clues as to why it has 
developed into the season we observe today. 
For example, Israel spent forty years in the 
wilderness learning to trust God, Elijah spent 
forty days there before hearing the still, small 
voice of God on the same mountain where 
Moses spent forty days listening to God     
give the law. And, of course, there’s the story 
about Jesus spending forty days in the        
wilderness being tested. 

 

In all of these examples we see how people of 
faith entered into times and places of 
‘wilderness’; into the hard spaces that lay   
between where they had been and where they 
were going, between the life they had known 
and the life they could barely envision.  And 
we are invited to do likewise in Lent. 



Fair Necessities of Life 

As you may be aware it is Fair Trade Fortnight from 
23rd Feb - 8th March when we are reminded of 
how important it  is that everyone receives a fair 
wage, good working conditions and if in business   
a fair price for the goods they produce. 

  
Traidcraft Stall 
Every month Rosemary and Brendan run a     
Traidcraft Stall in the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre after 
our Sunday Service to provide us all with the      
opportunity to buy fairly traded goods and to      
support Traidcraft. As you may know Traidcraft 
works with some of the most marginalised          
producers in the world  using their business        
expertise to help them succeed and therefore      
giving them a route out of poverty. This year   
Traidcraft have launched a Fair Necessities      
Appeal  and the great news is the government 
have agreed to double all donations made to this 
appeal up until 3rd April. Any money made from 
your Traidcraft purchases or donations during     
this time will go to the Fair Necessities appeal 

 

A One World Cafe Event:- Fair Necessities 
Evening on 4th March 2015 - at the Vicarage  
You are invited to a Fair Necessities afternoon/
evening between 4pm and 8pm where you can pop 
in, have a natter, sample fair trade nibbles, cakes, 
wine, tea and coffee and have an opportunity to 
buy some fair trade crafts if you so wish. Any 
money raised will be added to the Fair Necessities 
Appeal. All are welcome. 

 

Siân 

2nd 7.30 pm Lay Pastoral Ministry team   
meet at the Vicarage 

4th  4 pm -  8 pm  A One World Café Event: 
‘Fair Necessities’ at the Vicarage (see      
feature for more information).   

Thur 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th Either 10.15 am or 
7.30 pm - Churches Together Lent 
Course at Holy Trinity Church 

6th  2.30 pm Women’s World Day of Prayer 
at Holy Trinity Church. Praying for The   
Bahamas. All are welcome. 

23rd 3.30 pm -  5.30 pm ‘Art Box’ at Old 
Church (see feature for more information) 

25th 6pm - 8pm ‘Soul Space’ at Old Church 

26h  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

28h 10 am - 1pm ‘Word Weave’ (a creative 
session led by Jess Boulton that will      
explore the themes of Lent through    
words and pictures) at Old Church. 
 

march 

  Soul                                   

Space 
 

If you would like to take some time out of your 
busy lives for peace and quiet, to pray in the 
candle-lit beauty of Old Church or to share 
conversation and refreshments with others, 
then you might like to come to ‘Soul Space’. 
 
‘Soul Space’ takes place from 6pm - 8pm on 
the last Wednesday of each month and will 
include a simple service of night prayer at 
7:45pm for those who wish to join in. 
 
Come and go as you please! 
 

Art Box is an initiative  based upon the 
Messy Church principle of being ‘church’ to 
families through offering bible based creative 
activities and shared meals.  
Art Box will be held in Old Church three 
times during the year :- before Easter,     
Harvest and Christmas. To offer families an     
alternative time and opportunity for exploring 
the Christian faith, each session of Art Box 
will be held at 3.30 pm during school term 
time.     
The first Art Box will be on Monday 23rd 
March 2015 from 3.30 pm to 5.30 pm when 
activities will be based around the Easter 
story.  
You are warmly invited to share your gifts 
and talents either through assisting with arts 
and crafts, preparing or serving the            
fellowship meal, setting/clearing up,          
providing resources etc 
Please see Deb or Wendy if you feel drawn 
to supporting Art Box in any way. 

Art box 
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violent; yet the week, also, when we catch a 
glimpse of true beauty, love and light. 

 

It would be a mistake, I think, for us to     
celebrate Easter as if it was set apart from 
Holy Week; to keep the darkness of Good  
Friday and the light of Easter Day as polar 
opposites. They are not.  As sure as the 
promise of spring sits beneath the hard, cold 
wintery earth, so the promise of the           
resurrection runs through the dark events of 
holy week, like a vibrant golden thread.  

 

It is during this bleak week that we learn, 
once again, that the parched wilderness of 
the cross becomes, for us, a flowing stream; 
we learn that, whatever is going on in our 
lives in this week, or any other, there is light 
in the darkness or as George MacLeod puts 
it, there is ‘glory in the grey’.  

 

The beauty, and the promise, of the Easter 
story runs through all that our lives have, and 
will, encounter.  So as we move into the 
Easter season, which stretches all the way to 
Pentecost, I pray that we will all know this 
more fully as we make that challenging, yet 
precious, journey together this year. 
 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

The usual Tuesday morning services of Holy 
Communion were moved to 12 noon and each 
service was followed by a simple lunch.  
Bread and homemade soup, using a variety of 
interesting recipes, was followed by tea or  
coffee each week. Donations for these 
lunches will be forwarded to Christian Aid. 
The Smethwick CAN and Churches Together 
Lent Course, was hosted by Holy Trinity and 
centred on Desmond and Mpho Tutu’s Book 
of Forgiving. Many attending the sessions 
found them to be a very thought provoking 
and  challenging experience. 

The One World Cafe “Fair Necessities Appeal” 
event held at the Vicarage gave an opportunity 
to explore the wide variety of products      
available from Traidcraft. Cakes and other         
delicacies, made with Fair Trade products, 
were available for sampling and raised monies  
for the appeal. 
The Women’s World Day of Prayer was based 
on the issues that concern the women of The 
Bahamas. The Christian women of The       
Bahamas wrote the service for the celebration 
on the theme of ‘Jesus said to them: “Do you 
know what I have done to you?”’. (John 13) 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

This morning, I heard an interview on Radio 4 
about the late fashion designer, Alexander 
McQueen.  The interviewee was talking about 
the exhibition of his work which is about to 
take place at the Victoria & Albert museum in 
London.  The exhibition is called ‘Savage 
Beauty’ and, as the title suggests, it reflects 
the paradoxical themes that ran through the 
designer’s work.  

 

This is an extremely evocative title.  Of course 
McQueen is not the first artist, and I’m sure he 
won’t be the last artist, to be influenced by  
the relationship between apparent polar            
opposites such as life and death, lightness   
and darkness, melancholy and beauty. Not 
least, because ‘Savage beauty’ encapsulates   
something of life experience and the rich    
tapestry that is our faith story.   

 

As well as being the title given to this          
exhibition, it might also be the title given to the 
week that, this year, straddles the end of 
March and the beginning of April, the week 
the Christian church calls Holy Week.  The 
week that starts with a palm procession and 
ends with betrayal and violent death; the week 
that reveals all that is harsh and savage and 



The Glory in the Grey 

Almighty God, Creator: 
In these last days storm has assailed us. 
Greyness has enveloped and mist surrounded 
our going out and our coming in. 
Now again Thy glory clarifies, 
Thy light lifts up our hearts to Thee, 
and night falls in peace. 
But through mist and storm and sunshine, 
the crops have ripened here 
and vines of Spain have grown. 
Thy constant care in all and everywhere is manifest.  

 

Almighty God, Redeemer: 
Even as with our bodies, so also with our souls.   
Redeemer, Christ: 
Sunshine and storm, mist and greyness 
eddy round our inner lives. 
But as we trace the pattern, looking back, 
we know that both darkness and light 
have been of Thine ordaining 
for our own soul’s health. 
Thy constant care in all, and everywhere, 
is manifest.  

 

Almighty God, Sustainer:  
Sun behind all suns,                                                        
Soul behind all souls, 
everlasting reconciler of our whole beings: 
Show to us in everything we touch and in everyone 
we meet the continued assurance of Thy presence 
round us: 
lest ever we should think Thee absent. 
In all created things Thou art there. 
In every friend we have 
the sunshine of Thy presence is shown forth. 
In every enemy that seems to cross our path, 
Thou art there within the cloud 
to challenge us to love. 
Show to us the glory in the grey. 
Awake for us Thy presence in the very storm 
till all our joys are seen as Thee 
and all our trivial tasks emerge as priestly            
sacraments 
in the universal temple of Thy love.  

 

Of ourselves we cannot see this. Sure physician  
give us sight.  
Of ourselves we cannot act. Patient lover give us 
love: 
till every shower of rain speaks of Thy forgiveness: 
till every storm assures us that we company with 
Thee:                                        
and every move of light and shadow speaks of  
grave and resurrection:                         
to assure us that we cannot die: 
Thou creating, redeeming and sustaining God.  
 
George MacLeod 

12th 12 noon The Annual Meeting of the 
Parish Council at the Dorothy Parkes’ 
Centre 

15th  7.30 pm Lay Pastoral Ministry team 
meeting at the vicarage 

19th ‘Sunday Stroll’ to the Waseley 
Hills ( for m ore inform at ion see the    
inform at ion at  the back of church 
or speak to Paul Mart in)  

29th  6 pm  – 8pm  ‘Soul Space’ ending 
with Night  Prayer at  7.45 pm 

30th  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

APRIL 

30th 6.00 pm - 7.00 pm ‘Soul Space’ 
7.00 pm Holy Week reflection with 
Compline (Night prayer) 

31st 6.00 pm - 7.00 pm ‘Soul Space’ 
7.00 pm Holy Week reflection with 
Compline (Night prayer) 

1st 6.00 pm - 7.00 pm ‘Soul Space’ 
7.00 pm Holy Week reflection with 
Compline (Night prayer) 

2nd Maundy Thursday  
8 pm A service of Holy Communion, 
with Foot Washing, followed by a 
prayer vigil until 10.00 pm 

3rd Good Friday 
10.00 am Churches Together  March  
of Witness beginning at Regent Street 
Baptist Church. 
12 noon ‘At the Foot of the Cross’:        
a service of prayer and reflection                         
at The Old Church   
2.00 pm  Meditations on the Cross  
at St Matthews’   

5th Easter Day 
6.00 am Service of Light followed by   
breakfast at the Vicarage   
10.15 am Service of Holy Communion 
12.15 pm The Baptism of Claire and 
Craig’s daughter Franceska 
                           

 

Holy Week and Easter Services 

March/April 
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event began with a café style conversation on   
six topics; children and young people, poverty, 
justice and fairness, housing and homelessness,      
community well-being and the environment. 
Feedback and questions were put to the four   
parliamentary candidates and the one party     
representative who had been invited to attend.  

 

The thing that struck me most about this process 
was how the people of Smethwick, who attended 
the event, had a heart for the whole community 
and a vision for what a good society would look 
like for all, not just for some.  There was a strong 
sense of connectedness that stretched way     
beyond one’s immediate circle.  

 

In church we have just come through a season   
in which we have been reminded, once more,     
of  Jesus’ command to love one another.  This 
command challenges us, like Milgram’s theory, to 
think big when it comes to our connectedness to 
other people.  And May this year gives us the  
opportunity to do just that, to think big.  

 

This is the month in which we are challenged to 
think about what a ‘good society’ should look like 
and, the way we answer this challenge, will inform 
how we vote on May 7th.  And May is the month in 
which we are challenged to think about what a 
‘good world’ should look like as we engage with 
Christian Aid week.  

 

So, let us not be afraid to think big! 
 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

At the beginning of April we marked the dramatic 
events of Holy Week with Holy Communion and 
Foot Washing on Maundy Thursday. On Good  
Friday there was a March of Witness beginning at 
Regent Street Baptist Church, a service of prayer 
and reflection ‘At the Foot of the Cross’ in Old 
Church and then ‘Meditations on the Cross’ at St 
Matthew’s church.   

 

The glorious events of Easter day began with a 
‘Service of Light’ with Holy Communion at 6am. 
This was followed by an excellent breakfast of  
bacon and sausage sandwiches, croissants, tea  
and coffee at the vicarage.  

The later service of Holy Communion with Baptism 
was very well attended and the congregation was 
treated to mini chocolate Easter eggs at the end of 
the service. The services at Old Church have been 
“enlightened” by the floral arrangements, the 
Easter garden in front of the altar and a colourful 
banner draped from the balcony.  

 

The first of our ‘Sunday Strolls’ enjoyed by some of 
our members followed an ‘up and down’ route in 
Waseley Country Park. More strolls are planned 
and it is hoped that others will come along to enjoy 
a bit of gentle exercise and some pleasant       
company in the open air. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

Being connected to other people is so much the 
basic stuff of life that it’s almost the air that we 
breathe.  It is how we become more fully human 
and it’s how our identities are formed and shaped.  
To connect is to discover our place in the       
world and our sense of meaning.  But I guess, for 
those of us who have been brought up in            
an individualistic society, we will most acutely       
experience this sense of connection with those in 
our immediate circle.  

 

The social psychologist Stanley Milgram, however, 
set about proving that it is not just those we know 
well, and those who live close by, that we are  
connected to. The ‘Six Degrees of Separation 
Theory’ he developed suggests that everybody in 
the world is linked to everybody else by six, or 
fewer, steps. If I know you, and you know     
someone else, and we follow that process through 
six stages, we will find that the web of connection 
is complete.  

 

I’m no mathematician so I have no way of proving 
if, or how, this works.  But some have attempted to 
through various follow-up studies and, although 
the number of required links has differed from 
study to study, it has consistently been found to  
be small. So it would appear that everyone is,   
indeed, connected to everyone else. 

 

On April 18th I attended the event ‘A Good  Society 
Conversation’ which was hosted by Smethwick 
CAN in the build up to the General Election.  The 



WATCH -  Women and   

the Church 

Affirming: Campaigning: Transforming 

WATCH (Women and the Church) is a national 
organisation with a vision of the Church of  
England as a community of God’s people 
where, regardless of their gender, justice and 
equality prevail.  It grew and developed from 
MOW ( the Movement for the Ordination of 
Women) following the ordination of women to 
the priesthood in 1994. The past 15 years or so 
have been focussed on the crucial work of 
campaigning  for women to be appointed   
bishops, which is so important to the future of 
the Church and to women in and beyond the 
Church.  Following the consecration of Right 
Rev’d Libby Lane as Bishop of Stockport on 
26th January in York Minster, WATCH now has 
the space to broaden the agenda and look 
again at women and the church, beyond the 
episcopate. 

The WATCH Committee has been actively 
working on ‘What next for WATCH?’, to which 
many members have contributed their 
thoughts. We have nine more aims to achieve, 
and are focusing our work on resourcing 
churches with gender-inclusive liturgy and   
writing that explains and explores feminist    
approaches to theology and spirituality. We will 
continue to campaign for ordained women to 
have full opportunity to use their gifts. 
 
The most significant shift in thinking is in       
focusing more time and energy on the lay-
women of the Church, rather than those called 
to ordination. A fully gender-inclusive church 
must listen to laywomen’s experience. In what 
ways does the Church enable or hinder their 
being the hands, feet, ears and eyes of Christ? 
That is work for 2015 and beyond. 
 
If anyone would like more information about 
WATCH, how to become a member, get       
involved in our work, I would be delighted to 
have a conversation as I am passionate about  
it, as you might be able to tell from this short 
article! 
 

Gill Gould  (Secretary of national WATCH 
Committee and Convenor of Laity Task Force) 

10th Fellowship Walk - for further details 
speak to Paul Martin 

14th  ASCENSION DAY 
7.30 pm Service of Holy Communion 

18th 7.30 pm PCC Meeting at the DPC 

21st 6.45 pm at  Old Church - The        
Archdeacon’s Visitation 

26th  7.30 pm Lay Pastoral Ministry Team 
meeting at the Vicarage 

27th 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Soul Space 

28th 2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

MAY 

Christian Aid is a  
Christian organisation 
that insists the world 
can and must be  
swiftly changed to 
one where everyone 
can live a full life, free  
from poverty. 

They work globally for profound change 
that eradicates the causes of poverty, 
striving to achieve equality, dignity and 
freedom for all, regardless of faith or    
nationality. They are part of a wider 
movement for social justice. 

They provide urgent, practical and       
effective assistance where need is great, 
tackling the effects of poverty as well as 
its root causes. 

Their vision   

Poverty is an outrage against humanity. It 
robs people of dignity, freedom and hope, of 
power over their own lives. Christian Aid has 
a vision - an end to poverty - and we believe 
that vision can become a reality.    

  

There are many ways that we can get       
involved in Christian Aid Week, including  
giving a donation.  There will be donation  
envelopes available in church from May 10th. 
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blur into one as we fly past on our way to 
somewhere else.   

 

The month of June is a wonderful month in 
which to practice the spiritual discipline of 
‘attending’.  It is a beautiful month in which 
nature could not be more abundant and in 
which the hours of the daylight are at their 
longest. As gardens and parkland bear      
witness, June displays a vast variety of wild 
and cultivated flowers, vibrant greenery, lush 
summer fruit and busy insects and birds.  

 

When we stop to look, and attend carefully, 
we cannot escape the intricate beauty of 
creation.  Nor can we fail to see before us the 
depth and breadth of God’s love for the world.  
In attending to the created world we allow 
ourselves to be drawn into its wonder and its 
joy.  

 

Barbara Brown Taylor has written a book 
called ‘An Altar in the World’. In it she         
explores what it means to actively open our 
selves up to the possibility of encountering 
God in the world in which we live, and move.  
If you, like me, need to practice the             
disciplines of making the time, and attending 
carefully, to nature in all of its beauty, then I 
would recommend this book as a summer 
read. 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

The church was open on Thursday 7th May to    
enable voters  to have the opportunity to pray 
and reflect in a quiet environment before  
casting their votes in the parliamentary and 
local elections. 
On 9th our ringers joined with others all over 
the country marking the 70th anniversary of 
VE Day by ringing our bells at 11am. 
A parish walk took place on the following  
Sunday, when strollers enjoyed the delights of 
Sandwell Valley Park and Farm. 

In church a specific collection raised £345 for 
the DEC Nepal Earthquake Relief Fund. We  
also had our annual campaign to raise funds for 
Christian Aid. 
Ascension Day was celebrated with an       
evening service of Holy Communion with    
visitors from neighbouring Anglican churches. 
Old Church hosted the Archdeacon's Visitation 
for the Warley Deanery when Rosie Eynon  
and Yvonne Hadley took the oath of office as 
churchwardens. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

A few years ago I attended a day workshop 
on creativity and spirituality.  As part of this 
day, we were asked to take an orange and to 
spend time holding it, looking at it, smelling it, 
dissecting it and finally tasting it.  Each of 
these stages was undertaken slowly and with 
great care.   

 

We were being taught something about the 
discipline of ‘attending’ and ‘looking carefully’.  
We were being discouraged from taking short 
cuts, from thinking that we knew everything 
about our orange just because it was a       
familiar piece of fruit.  Instead we were being 
given the time and the space to look deeply 
and to observe every detail using senses, 
other than sight.  To allow, even the most   
familiar of things to surprise us.  

 

This simple exercise had a profound impact 
on me.  It taught me that ‘Attending’ and 
‘looking carefully’ at the natural world          
requires us to stop a while.  But we live at a 
time, and in a part of the world, where this is 
increasingly difficult.  Everything has speeded 
up - the quick and the instant are prized - our 
attention, more often than not, is drawn to our 
wristwatch, or to our mobile phone, or to our 
endless ‘to do’ lists.  And most of us find    
ourselves moving so quickly from one thing to 
another, that the beautiful things around us 



The Volunteer’s Prayer 

Lord m ay you sm ile upon m e 
That  I  with an open heart  give 
My t im e and help m y fellow man 
By doing what  I  can, with love 
Lord m ay you be pleased with m e 
And let  me be aware 
To not  judge others 
But  to feel joy in giv ing care 
Lord let  me always know 
That  each lit t le act  of kindness 
And the sm all tasks I  do 
Are acts of grand proport ions 
And are reflect ions of you 
Thank you Lord for let t ing me have 
I n m y heart , soul and m ind 
The wisdom  and the knowledge 
Of the power of being kind 
And thank you for the opportunity 
that  I  encounter every day 
To give my sm ile or kind word 
To empower another’s way 
For we are all linked to each other 
And with your grace from  heaven above 
Guide me to follow your footsteps 
And shine through m y heart  and life 
Your love. 

4th 6.30 pm Corpus Christi outdoor      
service & BBQ in the Vicarage garden. 

  8th  15th 22nd & 29th   Pilgrim Course 
 at Old Church from 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm 

24th 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Soul Space 

25th  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

27th 2.00 pm Summer Fete at the Dorothy 
Parkes’ Centre 

JUNE 

 

  

 

 

 ~  N e w s f l a s h  ~  

 

The Traidcraft Shop will be                   
selling goods twice a month, 
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays,                        

in the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 
after the morning church service. 

Please help 

The Summer Fete is nearly upon us and once 
again we are asking for your help.  
 
We need volunteers to help setting up,      
manning the stalls and clearing away after the 
event.  
 
We need donations of the following:- cakes, 
jams, marmalade, anything that could be sold 
on the home produce stall, toys, books, DVDs, 
puzzles, unwanted gifts, good quality items for 
the fancy goods stall, bric-a-brac for the white 
elephant stall (no furniture or jumble items) 
thank you. 

Our good works are like stones cast into 
the pool of time; though the stones  
themselves may disappear, their ripples 
extend to eternity. 

Life is so busy these days. Work, family, 
shopping, keeping up with friends. We all 
need some quiet time in our lives; time to 
stop, to think, to reflect and to pray. 
 
The Old Church offers an opportunity for 
you to stop and have this time out of the  
normal busy-ness of life on Tuesday     
afternoons between 2.00pm and 4.00pm 
 
The church is open for you to find a quiet 
space for reflection and prayer or you may 
wish to bring along your knitting and join 
others for a lovely quiet afternoon. 
 
Come along and enjoy this beautiful quiet 
space, open to all. 
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practicalities of our lives.  

 

As well as individuals, many churches make 
a conscious effort to take a day out of the 
hurly-burly to hold a quiet day and that’s what 
we’re doing on July 18th. A group of us will be 
travelling to Wantage, in Oxfordshire, for a 
parish quiet day. We will be reflecting, in one 
way or another, on this short passage from 
scripture:  

 

‘I am about to do a new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a 
way in the wilderness and rivers in the       
desert’. (Isaiah 43 v19)  

 

If you are not able to join us on this day, I 
would really encourage you to consider taking 
some quiet time of your own, even if you can’t 
manage a whole day. You might want to   
consider, along with those of us who are    
going to Wantage, to reflect on that passage 
from Isaiah, but in your own place and in your 
own way.  

 

However we manage to create the time for 
quiet refection amidst our busy lives let us 
trust, in the words of Thomas Merton, that, 
‘below the surface, our mind and will and 
heart are being drawn into a place where God 
is at work’  

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

The beginning of June was the start of the 
meteorological summer and we were blessed 
with suitably seasonal weather for the feast of 
Corpus Christi. which was celebrated with a 
service of Holy Communion in the vicarage 
garden followed by a barbeque. 
The Summer Fayre was held at the end of  
June in the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre..As well 
as being a major fundraising event, this is an 
opportunity for the congregation to work      
together and also to meet with members of 
the local community who support our events. 

Two study courses, “Exploring Christianity” 
and “Turning to Christ” have begun. Both of 
these courses are being well attended and are      
instigating lively discussion and debate.  
Hopefully, those attending, will gain a deeper 
understanding of the Christian faith and be 
better equipped to serve the Lord in their daily 
lives. 
Holy Trinity's annual pilgrimage to the St      
Alban’s Festival was joined by members of our 
congregation. They had a good and rewarding 
day which will be the subject of a future article. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

The hectic turmoil of many of our lives    
makes it increasingly difficult to take time    
out for much needed reflection and spiritual           
regeneration. As we rush from one task to  
another, and one place to another, it is far too 
easy to lose sight of what is a really important 
human need; the need to listen, to reflect, to 
be silent and to pray, in order to draw closer 
to God.   

 

Taking a ‘Quiet Day’ is one way of creating 
the time, in our busy lives, to do this in a     
deliberate and planned way. A Quiet Day is 
simply a day set apart for us to use for quiet 
prayer and reflection. There is no one set way 
of organising, or using, a quiet day, they 
probably work best when they are tailored to 
meet our personal needs.   

 

For some this will mean going to a retreat 
house, possibly for a guided day, where there 
are other people to share with and to pray 
with.  For others, it may mean creating the  
opportunity for a quiet day at home. For some 
it may involve reading the bible, or other   
spiritual or theological books; for some        
engaging in a creative activity; for others it 
may mean spending time in complete silence.  
Much of this has to do with the kind of people 
we are, our personal preferences and the 



My Discernment         

Journey...  so far 

First I met with Deb as I believe I have a calling 
to ministry, and following a few meetings Deb 
wrote to Rev’d Canon Faith Claringbull, who is 
the Diocesan Director of Ordinands and Dean 
of Women’s Ministry.   

 

I met with Faith and then with a Vocations    
Advisor. During our meetings the advisor  
asked me searching questions, looking at my 
spiritual and life journeys. The meetings were 
very helpful in clearing my mind of some    
challenging questions.  

 

The process of discernment is prayerfully       
reflective and purposefully slow. At first I found 
this frustrating, but as time passed I came to 
see the sense of not rushing into a ministry that 
has the potential to touch lives, and that to rush 
any point would be wrong. Crucially there are 
points where I or the Diocese can say ‘I don’t 
think it’s for me/you yet’. If this should happen 
there are supportive networks in place for 
prayer and to talk things through.  

 

Following the meetings with my vocations     
advisor he wrote his report to Faith on his    
findings, it’s not his role to say yes or no to   
me being trained for ministry.   

 

I met again with Faith, who is considering a 
placement. Meanwhile requests for references 
have gone to four referees who have to supply 
a detailed reference and discuss it with me.   

 

I have been offered a place to study at The 
Queen’s Foundation, Birmingham but I’m     
unsure if I will be sufficiently through the    
process to study this September as I have to 
be recommended by the Bishop following a 
weekend residential, called a Bishops’ Advisory 
Panel before training.   

 

Here at Old Church I am given opportunities to 
be involved with serving, leading the Ministry of 
the Word and preaching, together with helping 
deliver a ‘Faith Matters’ course, all of which I 
find very humbling.   

 

I’m still early on in the process of discernment, 
but with God’s love, guidance and buckets of 
patience, together with the prayers, love and 
support of close family and my friends at Old 
Church, I’ll get there.  
 
June O’Brien  

1st The Annual General Meeting of the             
Trustees to the Smethwick Chapelry 

1st  7.00 pm Safe-guarding sub-committee        
meeting at the Vicarage 

2nd 2 pm Ministry Team meet at the Vicarage 

2nd 6.30 pm DPC Board Meeting at the DPC 

5th  12th, 19th & 26th at 12:15pm – Faith Matters:    
Exploring Christianity at the DPC. 

6th & 13th at 7pm – Pilgrim Course at Old Church 

18th Parish Quiet Day at Wantage 

19th 6:30 pm - Deanery Confirmation at                   
St Paul’s, Blackheath 

20th 7.30 pm PCC meeting at the DPC 

21st 2.00 pm Art Box at Old Church with a BBQ               
in the Vicarage Garden 

27th 7.30 pm Lay Pastoral Team meet at Vicarage 

29th 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Soul Space at Old Church 

30th 2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old Church  

JULY 

             I was recently asked by someone I know, 
      what I thought the purpose of life to be. 
      The question I shelved, 
      but then started to think, 
      Just what was life’s purpose to me?     

 

      Is it to care for the planet, 
      to care for this world, 
      to care for each other and people I love? 
      I’ve thought, and thought, but heavens above, 
      I really don’t know.    

 

      But then again, I think it’s many things, 
      to help other people, 
      to be friendly and kind, 
      to give and to take 
      with a full peace of mind, 
      Teach my children to live 
      and to love with their heart. 
      I think these things then become 
      part of the purpose of life.   

 

      But when I look back 
      all these things become one; 
      to live and to love 
      and enjoy and have fun. 
      Be caring and happy 
      and make someone laugh, 
      and let people you meet see you smile. 
      There are so many things 
      that all go together, 
      that I think I’ll just sit here a while 
      And ponder on the purpose of life. 

 

       Sheila Weston 
 
 

The Purpose of Life 
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who will be facing some kind of crisis. And, as 
I guess we can all imagine, the effects of a 
crisis can be devastating on the lives of the 
young.  

 

Fortunately, there are organisations that can 
provide help and support.  One of the more 
recent additions in this area of provision is   
an organisation called ‘Safe Families for       
Children’. This organisation provides help for 
families, who have little or no support around 
them, while the crisis is being resolved.  This 
might involve a child or young person staying 
with a host family for a short period of time or 
having a volunteer who will visit them at their 
home in order to offer the practical and    
emotional support that’s needed. 

 

Safe families for Children works, in particular, 
with churches to recruit and train their         
volunteers.  In the autumn, of this year,   
there will be opportunities for people, here at 
Old Church, to get involved. If this is      
something that interests you and you     
would   like  more information please visit  the  
Safe Families for Children website,               
https://www.safefamiliesforchildren.com    .  

 

In the meantime, as we move through August 
let us remember children and young people in 
our prayers. 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

P a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

Our Summer Fayre was held on the last    
Saturday of June and raised £1,252.79 for 
church funds. Our thanks go to all who      
supported this event whether by donating 
merchandise and prizes, helping with the 
many tasks in running the event or, most    
importantly, giving us their valued custom. 
 

Some members of our congregation visited 
the Community of St Mary the Virgin at    
Wantage. As part of the Parish “Away Day” 
they were able to reflect together through 

scripture, meditation and prayer. 
The Warley Deanery Confirmation Service and 
Baptisms with Bishop David was held at St 
Paul’s Blackheath on Sunday 19th July. Old 
Church had ten candidates including one to be 
baptised and  confirmed. A full church included 
sponsors and a good number of supporters 
from our own congregation.  
 

The second Art Box session for younger    
people was held in church on Tuesday 21st 
July. This was followed by a barbeque. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

Many of us welcome, and enjoy, the month of 
August with its promise of sunshine, summer 
fruits, colour filled gardens, festivals, periods 
of rest and trips away.  But for young people 
August can be a pivotal month in their lives.  
This is the month in which exam results      
are expected, decisions regarding further        
education and employment are considered 
and when some children prepare to start 
school for the first time, or to move from one 
school to another.   

 

I imagine you would all agree that the world in 
which these children, and young people, are 
growing up is one that is changing fast. New 
technologies and new ways of communicating 
are creating great new opportunities and, for 
those who are able to take advantage of these 
changes, making connections with others 
across the globe is possible, as is travelling 
and learning in ways many of us would have 
not have dreamed possible.   

 

But all of this takes place alongside rapid  
economic and social change and because of 
this, amongst difficulties that can arise closer 
to home, a lot of children and young people 
face huge challenges in their lives.  Indeed, 
sadly, for every child or young person in our 
community who will further realise his or her 
own potential this August there will be another 



School Summer Holiday 

Foodbank Appeal 

During school holidays families with children who 
would normally have a free school meal at      
lunchtime struggle to provide their children with 30 
extra lunchtime meals throughout the six weeks 
school summer holiday. In excess of 12,400      
children are eligible for free school meals in    
Sandwell.  
 

May we ask you all to try to help particularly at this 
time of extra demand on foodbank resources.     
Remember every can helps.  
 

2 Corinthians 9:7 Each one must give as he has 
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under     
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  
 

Thank you. 
Julie Whittam-James, Team Manager, 
Barnardo’s Family Support Sandwell 

1st 3.00 pm Marriage of Liam & Tracy  

6th 7.00 pm Service of Holy Communion  to 
celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration  

8th 12.30 pm Marriage of Darren & Samantha 

16th  5.00 pm Service of Holy Communion         
to celebrate the Feast of the Blessed      
Virgin Mary 

24th  Romanian children’s choir performance    
at Old Church (time to be arranged) 

26th 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Soul Space 

27th 2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old   
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

AUGUST 

On July 18th we visited the Community of St Mary 
the Virgin, Wantage for our Quiet Day.  Through 
words, visuals, worship and input from Ann,      
Sister Stella and Deb we quietly reflected, in  
beautiful surroundings, on this evocative passage: 
‘I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, 
do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the  
wilderness  and rivers in the desert’. (Isaiah 43 v19)      

 

These comments were made as we prepared to 
leave:    
 
‘In a world of rush, this island of peace is rich’.  
‘This was a beautiful place to reflect’.   
‘An experience of tranquility’. 
‘I found peace, rest and refreshment’. 
‘I relaxed and enjoyed the flowers’. 
‘The grass lawns were full of little blue flowers 
called ‘self-heal’ – which somehow seemed       
appropriate’. 
‘Great peace and order made it possible to        
reclaim hope’. 
‘I wouldn’t have missed it for the world’. 

We celebrate       
with Martin who 
has recently been 
recognised as an 
‘Outstanding 
Adult Learner’ 
and awarded a    
certificate for his  
computer skills. 
We offer him our 
congratulations. 

Parish Away Day 

Pilgrimage of St Alban 

On Saturday 20th June some of our congregation 
joined with those from Holy Trinity on their annual 
pilgrimage to St Alban’s where the saint’s         
martyrdom is remembered.  

 

Alban’s martyrdom, when he took the place of       
a persecuted Christian priest was graphically                
re-enacted in a procession led by papier mâche 
puppets depicting the main characters in the story. 
These included Alban and the priest he rescued, 
the roman soldier who threw down his sword as he 
was not able to bring himself to perform the       
execution and the soldier who struck the blow that 
beheaded Alban. The latter was “rewarded” by his 
eyes falling out! Thus a “pair of eyes” featured 
prominently in the day’s procession. A spring of 
water then emerged where Alban’s head fell and a 
simple church was build on the spot. Over the 
years, following the founding of a Benedictine    
abbey in Saxon times and its later replacement by 
a larger Norman building, the present day             
cathedral remains to commemorate the historical 
events of the creation of England’s first Christian 
Martyr.  

 

Following the outdoor pageantry, which the rain 
failed to dampen there was a celebratory Eucharist 
at which the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 
Welby, preached to a congregation of over 2,000. 
Later, at evensong, the saint’s bones were blessed 
and replaced in a reliquary in his shrine.   

 

The whole mood of the day was one of celebration 
and also consideration of the plight of those who 
are still persecuted for their faith and beliefs today. 
A joyous day - don’t miss next year’s pilgrimage! 
Maggy Markworthy 
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worship? and What part of the Sunday      
service do you feel draws you closest to 
God?, we would expect to collect a variety of 
responses.  This is no bad thing; particular 
services and certain styles of worship, music 
and hymns will deepen our faith in different 
ways and at different times.  

Over the past year, or so, a number of people 
have talked to me about the possibility of  
having some additional, and different,       
evening services.  We already have a weekly 
service of Evening Prayer at 5pm on        
Sundays, other occasional Sunday evening 
services to mark special occasions and we 
have recently introduced Soul Space on the 
last Wednesday of each month. But there is 
the possibility of growing this further and so, 
after some discussion, the Ministry Team and 
the PCC have decided that it would be a 
good idea to introduce a new series of 5pm 
services which, on the whole, will take place 
on the second Sunday of each month. 

To begin with, we have made plans for the 
next six months (see advert overleaf).  We 
hope you will find these services nourishing.  
If you are able to attend, please give us   
feedback and add your suggestions to the list 
of possibilities. 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

The past month has been relatively quiet at 
Old Church although we celebrated two “Holy 
Days” that occur during August - The Feast of 
the Transfiguration of our Lord and the     
commemoration of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  

 

The latter sung  service of Holy Communion 
was held on a Sunday evening in place of 
Evening Prayer. This is the first of a special 
series of services to be held at 5.00 pm, on 
the Second Sunday of the month.  

Old Church was fortunate in being hosts        
to Happy Home Caminul Felix Romanian   
Children’s Choir. They are part of an            
international project that places children, who 
would otherwise be on the streets or in      
state orphanages, with families.  

 

Caminul Felix currently work in Romania,  
Thailand and Zimbabwe. Their performance 
included singing, stories and a short talk about 
the project. It was good to see the effects of  
Christian love in practice. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

We often forget that God has not created      
us generically. We are, in fact, a gloriously       
different, evolving and changing people and 
just as we bring a wide variety of gifts to      
our faith community so, too, do we bring a 
wide variety of preferences, longings and    
expectations to the worship we share together.  

I guess some of us have watched the popular 
television show ‘Songs of Praise’. Songs of 
Praise has been a primetime television show 
since 1961. It has had, over the years, a range 
of presenters, formats and locations but music 
still remains at the heart of the series.  

The show has demonstrated, time and again, 
that the majority of us have particular hymns 
that resonate with us and that we enjoy telling, 
and hearing, the stories associated with them.  
So much so, that churches have organised 
their own ‘Songs of Praise’ events and these 
have proved to be as popular as the television 
show itself.   

Of course, it isn’t just our preference for      
certain hymns that is important to us, the same 
can be said about the various styles of worship 
and the familiar components of our services.  If 
you were to undertake a survey at Old Church, 
for example, and were to ask people questions 
such as: What is your preferred style of      



New Sunday Evening  

Services 2015/2016 

 

September 13th: A service of readings and                                            
hymns to celebrate Holy Cross Day. 
October 11th: Sung Compline. This will be an 
opportunity to learn how to sing this beautiful 
service of night prayer. 
November 8th: A service of prayer for justice 
and peace 
November 29th: A Service for Advent  
December 20th:  Nine Lessons and Carols 
January 10th: Holy Communion with prayers 
for healing. 
February 14th: Taiźe 

6th 2.00 pm Sunday Stroll - for further  
details speak to Paul Martin 

13th  5.00 pm Holy Cross Day service of  
readings and hymns. 

16th 2.00 pm Ministry Team meet at  Vicarage 

17th 6.30 pm DPC Board Meeting at the DPC 

21st 7.30 pm PCC meeting at  the DPC 

22nd  & 29th 7.00 pm A Way into Prayer:     
finding God in all things (venue tba) 

24th 2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

30th 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Soul Space 
 

SEPTEMBER 

 

The sun is shining  
warm breeze blowing  

through the apple trees  
I'm not alone  

for nature is all around  
in this God's wonderful world.  

 

Hark the birds are calling to me  
with their beautiful song  

while the bees are buzzing  
collecting nectar                                          

and beautiful butterflies flutter by  
in this God's wonderful world.  

 

A moment of silence   
to reflect  

on all the wonders  
that I see  

in this God's wonderful world.  

 

A dog barks in the distance  
and I can hear the traffic  

going by  
people go about their business  
 in this God's wonderful world.  

 

What a wonderful gift has  
been given me  

 all these wonders I can see  
all the sounds that surround me 

in this God's wonderful world  

 

I give thanks and praise  
for all the Lord has given   

my hopes, my fears He knows so well  
and still He loves me  

in this God's wonderful world.   

Christine Tanner  

Reflection on a ‘Quiet Day’ 

Safe Families for Children 

needs YOU 

Safe Families for Children is a movement of 
the church to care for some of the most        
vulnerable members of our society, children 
whose parents are going through a hard time.  
It’s a simple idea really…There are a number 
of ways we can help.  
As ‘Host Families’: these are trustworthy  
families who voluntarily open up their homes, 
without pay, taking  children into their home for 
a little while, giving the parents in crisis much 
needed space to deal with the pressing issues. 
It’s not fostering and it’s not adoption, just   
simple kindness and yet it can make a world of 
difference.  
As ‘Family Friends’: friendly folk who befriend, 
mentor and support parents through their crisis, 
helping them get back on their feet and making 
the home stable for them and their children.  
As ‘Resource Friends’: Generous supporters 
able to provide useful items such as a cot or 
children’s clothing, or have helpful skills such 
as cooking or gardening.   

 

I am now an approved volunteer for Safe  
Families for Children. I am looking forward to 
being matched to a family as a ‘family friend’ in 
the near future. The training day was excellent. 
I learnt a lot about Safe Families for Children 
and got to meet other people from Sandwell 
who are volunteering. I’m thankful to the staff 
team for bringing this fantastic opportunity to 
Sandwell and hope you will consider joining me 
in providing hope to families in need.  

 

Julie Whittam-James 
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human family. So much so that, over time, St 
Francis began to speak of the natural world, 
and all its creatures, as his brothers and    
sisters. This familiar closeness is reflected in 
these words of praise he wrote: 

 

‘Praised be you, my Lord, 
through Sister Earth our Mother  
who sustains and governs us.   

 

Praised be to you, my Lord 
with all your creatures 
especially Sir Brother sun.’  

 

Being made in the image of God means that 
we are called to be co-creators, rejoicing and 
nurturing the diversity of God’s earth rather 
than plundering its resources. And, of course, 
as the gentle balance of nature is disturbed 
by global warming, our need to treasure the 
earth rather than exploit its treasures gets 
ever more urgent.  I cannot put it better than 
St Francis, who wrote:   

 

‘All creatures have the same source as we 
have. Like us, they derive the life of thought, 
love, and will from the Creator. Not to hurt our 
humble brethren is our first duty to them; but 
to stop there is a complete misapprehension 
of the intentions of Providence. We have       
a higher mission. God wishes that we should 
succour them whenever they require it’.        
(St Francis) 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

Mohsen was welcomed into the Christian   
family at his baptism which took place in one 
of our Sunday morning services of Holy    
Communion. 
Some of the congregation enjoyed a gentle 
early autumn stroll round the RSPB nature 
reserve in Sandwell Valley. Whilst not many of 
us are knowledgeable ornithologists, it was a 
great opportunity to enjoy the sunshine and a 
chat in very pleasant surroundings. Most of 
the group then returned to Old Church for 

Evening Prayer - a lovely way to thank and 
praise God for his blessings. 
A service of Hymns and Readings for Holy 
Cross day replaced our normal service of   
Evening Prayer on the second Sunday of the 
month.  
The first of five experimental sessions on the 
theme of “A Way into Prayer: finding God in all 
things” was held in church. These sessions 
are based on key ideas including the spiritual 
exercises of St Ignatius. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

‘But ask the animals, and they will teach you; 
the birds of the air, and they will tell you; ask 
the plants of the earth, and they will teach 
you; and the fish of the sea will declare to you. 
Who among all these does not know that the 
hand of the Lord has done this? In God’s 
hand is the life of every living thing’.                                                         
(Job 12: 7-10)   

 

On September 1st churches, in many parts of 
the world, celebrate Creation Day. This marks 
the start of a season, known by some, as 
Creationtide, which stretches into October and 
takes in the feast of St Francis of Assisi.  It is 
the period of time in which churches celebrate 
their harvest festivals, as we will on October 
11th.  

 

Whether we live in the country or in the city, 
this time of year provides an opportunity for us 
to, not only, give thanks for the abundance of 
God’s good earth but to also reflect on our 
role as stewards of all that God has made.  

 

St Francis is a guiding light for many of those 
who, not only rejoice in the wonder, beauty 
and generosity of creation, but who also 
deeply respects and honour its integrity.  He is 
particularly influential because he lived his life 
out of a deep relationship with the rest of the 
natural world; a relationship that, for him, was 
so close that he experienced it as one would a  



One World Cafe Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One World Week is a Developm ent     
Education Charity. Each year ‘The Week’     
is an opportunity for people from  diverse            
backgrounds to com e together to      
lear n  abou t  cu l t u ral  d i f ferences,                   
interdependence and global just ice.   
People are invited to organise local 
events and to spread their  learning in   
order to take act ion for just ice.  For m ore      
inform at ion visit  the One World Week 
website www.oneworldweek.org 
 
 
 
 
At  Old Church a sm all group has 
gathered to organise a ‘One World Cafe’ 
luncheon event  which will take place:  
 
At: 12 Noon ( following the Sunday 
service)  
On:  Sunday October 25th 
At:  The Dorothy Parkes Centre 
  
I f you wish, you are invited to br ing 
som e food, that  you assocaite with your 
part icular culture, to share with others.  
But , m ost  im portant ly, you are invited to 
com e along and share in eat ing the food, 
to enjoy conversat ion with others and to 
learn som ething about  different  cultures.   

4th 2.00 pm Fellowship Walk - for further 
details speak to Paul Martin 

 6th,  13th, 20th & 27th 7.00 pm at Old 
Church ‘A way into Prayer: finding 
God in all things’ 

10th The Harvest Supper at the DPC 

11th 10.15 am at  Old Church - Our Annual 
Harvest Festival 
5.00 pm Sung Compline 

12th  7.00 pm The DPC Annual General 
Meeting at the Dorothy Parkes Centre 

28th 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Soul Space 

29th 2.30 pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 

October 

 

 18 - 25 October 2015 

Blessing of Hope  

So may we know  
the hope  

that is not just  
for someday  

but for this day  
here, now,  

in this moment  
that opens to us  

hope not made of wishes  
but of substance  

hope made of sinew  
and muscle and bone  
hope that has breath  
and a beating heart  

hope that will not  
keep quiet and be polite  

hope that knows  
how to holler  

when it is called for  
hope that knows  

how to sing  
when there seems little cause  

hope that raises us from the dead  
not someday  but this day,  

every day,  
again and again and again.  

– Jan Richardson  
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horror of past and present conflicts, and    
honoring  those who have lost their lives or 
who continue to carry the scars of war,       
although hugely important, should always 
point to a better way; a better future in which 
we pursue peace at all costs.  In other words, 
our remembering should be for the future. 

In 1933 the Women’s Co-operative guild, 
whose motto is "War is a crime against      
humanity’, introduced the white poppy to 
symbolise a lasting commitment to peace. 
Many people wear both a red and a white 
poppy, to show that they are remembering 
the horrors of war for a peace-filled future.  
And this year we will have both red and white 
poppies available in church. 
 
For the Christian, to ‘remember for the future’ 
is the life-blood of the Eucharist; we           
remember the past of Jesus and we allow it 
to construct our future.  It is in this light that 
we live and move, it is with Christ that we live 
and it is through Christ that we can take the 
broken parts of our lives, and the life of our 
world, and discern a God shaped pattern for 
the future. 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

Paul led a stroll around Rotton Park  reservoir 
on Sunday 4th, a serene, sunny afternoon. 
With the water level lower than  normal it was 
possible to walk on the reservoir bed in 
places. Skyline views were had towards the 
city with the “new” library being prominent 
amongst the buildings. Afterwards Jean and 
Paul kindly provided tea and cakes at their 
home for the walkers before returning to 
church for Evening Prayer. 

A good number from our church, Holy Trinity 
and St Matthew’s enjoyed the Harvest Supper 
on 10th October. A fine spread of food was 
contributed by those attending. Quizzes were 
completed and the evening was compèred by 

Jean who introduced the “in house”            
entertainment, a variety of acts that revealed 
the talents of many. Thanks to all who      
contributed to the enjoyment of this event. 

The Harvest service followed on Sunday   
morning during which an offering of food was 
brought forward together with a scroll that 
members of the church had signed to       
symbolise the offering of themselves. The  
offering was in support of the Food Bank. 

Later that day a peaceful service, led by      
Michael Conway-Jones, was held using the 
office of Sung Compline. This service was 
part of the programme to extend the range of 
Sunday evening worship.  

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

In the church’s year the month of November is 
associated with the act of remembering.  This 
year, on November 1st we will be holding our 
All Souls’ memorial services at which people, 
who have lost someone close to them and   
for whom we have carried out funerals, are      
invited back to church to remember their loved 
ones.  

The following week, on November 8th, we will 
be holding our annual Remembrance Service.  
At this service we will remember those who 
have lost their lives, have been injured or  
who carry emotional scars because of their 
involvement in war. The traditional symbol for 
this act of remembrance is the red poppy.  
This fragile, vibrant flower was chosen, over 
all other flowers, because it grows wild in 
many of the fields in northern France and  
Belgium, which is where some of the deadliest 
battles of World War 1 took place. 

But remembering those who had been lost, or 
injured, at war can only ever be part of the 
story of our Remembrance Sunday event, and 
of all the similar events that will be attended 
by many thousands of people, irrespective    
of their faith, or lack of it.  Remembering the  



Advent Reading 

1st 3.00pm & 5.00pm All Souls’ Memorial 
Service at Old Church 

4th 11.00am Remembrance Service at 
Penmaker’s Court 

4th 7.00pm - 9.30pm Safeguarding     
Training at Old Church 

8th 5.00pm Service of Prayer for Justice 
and Peace at Old Church 

14th  9.30 am - 3.30pm Safe Families for 
Children Training Day at Raglan Road 
Christian Church 70 Raglan Rd B66 3ND 

23rd 7.30pm PCC Meeting at Old Church 

25th 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Soul Space 

26th 2.30 pm meet for Prayers in Old Church 
(see Rosemary  for  details) 

28th 2.00pm Christmas Fayre at the       
Dorothy Parkes Centre 

29th 5.00pm Advent Worship 

NOVEMBER 

 

Barefoot Ways:   

Praying through Advent , 
Christm as and Epiphany. 
By Stephen Cherry 
 
 
 
 

I think we’d all agree that December is a 
busy m onth.  The business associated 
with the build up to Christm as often sits 
in direct  tension with the Churches invi-
tat ion to engage in a quiet , and reflec-
t ive, Advent  season.    
 
Stephen Cherry’s new book, ‘Barefoot 
Ways’, works most effectively within this 
tension.  He offers a short  poem , prayer 
or reflect ion for every day throughout  
Advent , Christm as and Epiphany.  Each 
of these provides an opportunity for deep 
reflect ion without  placing a huge dem and 
on the reader’s time.  It is a practical and 
r ich resource that  has the capacity to 
draw us m ore deeply into the heart  of 
God in our everyday lives. 
 
Stephen Cherry is Dean of Kings College,     Cambridge.   

         

Join us for a fun evening for people  

of all ages. 

Tickets are on sale now! 

 

£7.50 for adults & £3.50 for children   

(under 4’s free) 
There will be music, a buffet and a bar. 

 

New Year’s Eve Party 
On: December 31st 2015 

At: Dorothy Parkes Centre 

From: 8pm - late 

 

 

One World 

Cafe Event 

 
On October 25th, following the m orning 
service, we gathered in the Dorothy 
Parkes Centre to m ark One World Week.  
We consum ed a range of scrum pt ious 
food from  around the world;  enjoyed 
m usic perform ed by Cash and Mohsen;  
got  to see som e interest ing cultural    
art ifacts and had the opportunity to buy 
fair ly t raded products and item s m ade 
by a project  in Nepal.  But , m ost  of all, 
we celebrated the r ich cultural diversity 
of Old Church and realised, once m ore, 
what  an am azing gift  this is.  

Sian & Gill  
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Christmas. 

But, I think that when we begin to reduce    
the significance of Advent we are, albeit     
unintentionally, reducing the significance of 
Christmas at the very same time.   Because it 
is through the opportunities Advent presents, 
with its invitation to wait and to hope, that we 
can begin to identify the ways that the birth of 
the Christ child can really impact on our      
individual lives and on the life of our faith 
community.  In other words,  it is by more fully 
entering into Advent that we can more fully 
celebrate Christmas. 

We are having a number of services at Old 
Church during Advent this year, each helping 
us engage with its themes; each having at its 
heart this beautiful prayer written by Yvonne 
Morland: 

God waits silently 

in our inner recesses, 

the chambers of our soul, 

gazing lovingly 

on our treasure, 

awaiting our response. 

(Yvonne Morland)  

So, in the light of this, I wish you a fruitful   
Advent and a joyous and hope filled      
Christmas - when it comes! 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

November is traditionally associated with    
remembrance and we held various services 
reflecting this theme. 
At the beginning of the month we joyfully          
celebrated  All Saints’ Day in honour of all the 
saints known and unknown. 
In a more reflective tone at our two All Souls’ 
Day services we recalled memories of loved 
ones who have passed away. 

Those who sacrificed their lives in the two 
great wars of the twentieth century and in  
subsequent conflicts were commemorated at 
our Remembrance Sunday service. 
As we are all too aware, conflicts and strife still 
afflict our world today. A Service of Prayer    
for Justice and Peace was held later on       
Remembrance Sunday that helped us to   
identify injustice as a root cause of conflict. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

We are now dipping into the season of        
Advent, a quiet and reflective period in the 
church year which is rich with meaning. But 
for most of us it probably feels as though we 
are already in the season of Christmas. It’s 
hard to escape it; Christmas is all around and 
many of us are already caught up in the  
busyness and stress of shopping, wrapping, 
hanging decorations and squeezing in      
celebratory gatherings with family and friends. 

Although still maintaining some of its religious 
roots, Christmas has, on the whole, become  
a secular festival. The traditions we have    
generally come to associate it, and those 
many of us now practice, barely reflect      
anything of the original biblical and liturgical 
context.  Much of its deeper meaning has  
now been lost under the weight of the festive 
glitz and consumerism and, all of this,  has 
made it increasingly difficult, for those of us 
who go to church, to fully enter into what    
Advent has to offer. 

In their book ‘Doing December Differently’,  
Nicola Slee and Rosie Miles tackle this        
difficulty head on. They suggest a range of 
practical and creative ways that can help us to 
do things differently in the lead up to      
Christmas. The fact that they identified a  
need to write such a book, demonstrates   
how strong the pull is for us to reduce the   
importance of Advent and to ‘big-up’      



 Origin of The Twelve 

Days of Christmas 

20th Festive drinks & Mince pies at the    
Vicarage (see invitation below) 

20th 5.00 pm Nine lessons and Carols 

23rd 11.00 am Carol Service at             
Penmakers’ Court 

24th CHRISTMAS EVE   

 

4.00 pm  Crib Service 
11.30 pm Midnight Mass 

25th  CHRISTMAS DAY   

 

10.15 am Holy Communion 

31st 8.00 pm New Year’s Eve  Party         
at the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 

DECEMBER 

 

The Christmas song, "The Twelve Days of 
Christmas"  had a quite serious purpose when 
it was written.   

 

Catholics in England during the period 1558 to 
1829, when Parliament finally emancipated 
Catholics in England, were prohibited from 
ANY practice of their faith by law - private OR 
public. It was a crime to BE a Catholic.   

 

 The Twelve Days of Christmas" was written in 
England as one of the "catechism songs" to 
help young Catholics learn the tenets of their 
faith.   

 

The song’s gifts are hidden meanings to        
the teachings of the faith. The "true love"   
mentioned in the song doesn't refer to an 
earthly suitor, it refers to God Himself. The 
"me" who receives the presents refers to every 
baptized person. The partridge in a pear tree is 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. In the song, 
Christ is symbolically presented as a mother 
partridge which feigns injury to decoy predators 
from her helpless nestlings, much in memory of 
the expression of Christ's sadness over the 
fate of Jerusalem: "Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How 
often would I have sheltered thee under my 
wings, as a hen does her chicks, but thou 
wouldst not have it so..."   

 

The other symbols mean the following:   

 

1 Partridge in a Pear Tree = Jesus Christ, Son 
of God 
2 Turtle Doves = The Old and New Testaments 
3 French Hens = Faith, Hope and Charity, the 
Theological Virtues 
4 Calling Birds = the Four Gospels and/or the 
Four Evangelists 
5 Golden Rings = The first Five Books of the 
Old Testament, the "Pentateuch", which gives 
the history of man's fall from grace. 
6 Geese A-laying = the six days of creation 
7 Swans A-swimming = the seven gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, the seven sacraments 
8 Maids A-milking = the eight beatitudes 
9 Ladies Dancing = the nine Fruits of the Holy 
Spirit 
10 Lords A-leaping = the ten commandments 
11 Pipers Piping = the eleven faithful apostles 
12 Drummers Drumming = the twelve points of 
doctrine in the Apostle's Creed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You are invited for 

 
Festive Drinks and Mince Pies 

 
at the Vicarage 

 
on 20th December 

 
from 2.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

 

All Welcome 
Come and leave as you wish 
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