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V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

On the Tuesday and Wednesday before 
Christmas week, Old Church was filled with 
the sounds of Christmas as children from   
Uplands Manor Primary School sang Carols 
and Christmas songs to the delight of their 
families and accompanying school staff.  All 
children and adults appreciated the mince 
pies and chocolates shared by Old Church.   

 

On the Monday of Christmas week, children 
and families were once again welcomed into 
Old Church for Christmas Art Box; where they  

took part in creative activities that explored the 
Christmas story.  A short service was followed 
by a delicious Christmas meal shared by over 
fifty guests and an early visit by Father   
Christmas delighted all children present.   

 

Several members of Old Church congregation   
assisted with a Christmas service at          
Penmakers’ Court where a large number of  
residents, their children and grandchildren   
experienced the Christmas story through  
readings and carols. 
  

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

Well here we are at the beginning of another 
new year.  So may I begin by wishing you all a 
fruitful, peace-filled and blessed 2016.   

 

Traditionally, as we move into a new year 
many of us reflect back over the past twelve 
months and make some resolutions about 
how we are going to approach the year 
ahead.  Often these resolutions are very    
personal, for example to give up smoking, to 
lose weight or to exercise more.    

 

This process of reflecting back, and making 
resolutions, can be really helpful, but if we  
locate them in our individual lives only, we 
easily miss something of the bigger picture.  
In asking ourselves the question ‘How do I 
want to do things differently in my life?’ we 
can forget to ask ourselves the question, ‘How 
do we want the world in which we live to be 
different?’   

 

In December 2015 there was a story              
in the news about Priscilla Chan and            
Mark Zuckerberg (the founder of facebook).   
It featured the letter that the couple wrote to 
their newborn daughter Max, in which they 
address this question for themselves. In it 
they state that they intend to give away 99% 
of their fortune to make the world a better 
place.  They write: 
“Your mother and I don't yet have the words to  

describe the hope you give us for the future. 
Your new life is full of promise, and we hope 
you will be happy and healthy so you can   
explore it fully. You've already given us a   
reason to reflect on the world we hope you 
live in. 
Like all parents, we want you to grow up in a 
world better than ours today… we will do our 
part to make this happen, not only because 
we love you, but also because we have a 
moral responsibility to all children in the next 
generation.”   

 

When we stop to reflect on world events, as 
they have unfolded in 2015, it’s hard not to 
feel depressed and anxious. The migrant    
crisis, the impact of climate change, multiple 
wars, the growth in food poverty, the lack of 
financial stability for so many and the           
aftermath of terrorist attacks, to name but a 
few, have flooded the news headlines.  But 
rather than let these events overwhelm us, 
perhaps there’s an opportunity to let them be 
a catalyst.  Just as having their firstborn child 
prompted the Zuckerbergs to reflect on the 
question: ‘What kind of world do we want to 
leave to the next generation?’ So, as we move 
into a new year, may we reflect on this    
question also and, like them, resolve to play 
our part in any way we can. 



 2016 

10th 5.00 pm Service of Holy Communion 
with prayers for healing. 

11th 7.30 pm Meeting of the Lay Pastoral 
Ministry team at the Vicarage 

16th 10.00 am  - 12 noon at Old Church              
Singing Workshop 

17th 5.00 pm at Old Church Ecumenical 
Service for the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity   

18th  7.30 pm at the DPC - PCC Meeting 

27th 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Soul Space  

28th 2.30 pm meet for Prayers in Old 
Church (see Rosemary  for  details) 
  

January 

The ‘What’s On 2016’ programme is now 
available in church. We have a lot to        
look  forward to this year. There will  be the        
opportunity to sing together, learn together 
and socialise with one another; there are   
activities for people of all ages and activities 
that reflect the season of the church year.  
We can continue to enjoy the things that 
worked well in 2015 and we can undertake 
some new, and exciting, events and activities 
including a series of presentations by Dr. 
Ann Conway-Jones entitled ‘Visions of 
Heaven: the Jewish roots of Christian      
mysticism’ and the ‘Festival Week’ which will 
celebrate the creativity of Old Church and the 
skills and talents of so many. 
So, pick up your programme and put in 
your diaries the things that interest you! 
  

The new year unfolds like pages in a 
book yet to be written, bringing 
hope and endless possibilities.  
Praying God’s love shines bright in 
your new year, and His blessings 
overflow for you. 

This New Year gives us the gift of more than 
525,600 minutes.  What we do with this gift         
determines the quality of our life, the level of our 
happiness, the value of the memories we create 
and the difference we can make in the world.  

Therefore, here are some words to remember as 
you enter into the New Year  
Spend time with people you love. Cherish family 
and friends.  
If you’re not having fun, go and do something 
that IS fun!!! Spend your time doing what you love 
and what brings joy into your life.  
Let go of the past. Don’t waste a good minute 
worrying about a bad one.  
Be positive. Realise you do have a choice, and 
choose to be positive in your thoughts and your  
actions. 
Take baby steps and don’t give up! Keep     
moving in the right direction. Trust yourself and 
your abilities.  
Embrace change. Resisting change is like trying to 
swim upstream. Instead, embrace it and go with the 
flow. 
Connect with Nature. Watch sunsets. Talk to a 
tree. Listen to the wind.  In all things, find your   
connection to something bigger than you. 
Love life! Do what you love and love what you do. 
Laugh! Relax, be playful and remember, life is 
meant to be fun! 
Expand your world. Learn about other cultures,  
celebrate our differences and find common ground. 
Dream BIG! Dream big dreams and trust that 
you’re on the right path to make them happen. You 
deserve the very best in life- claim it! 
Listen to your inner voice. Many times, wisdom 
comes to us in silence. 
Spread kindness. Connect with one another. 
Share a smile.  
Exercise your mind and your body. We only 
grow old when we’re stagnant.  
Pause. Breathe. Take time for yourself.  
Pass it on. Give. Share. Give away things you 
don’t need.  
Be grateful. No matter where you are express 
gratitude. 
Be conscious of your thoughts. Know that your 
thoughts hold the power to create tomorrow’s       
reality. So think good thoughts.  
Be YOU! You are so very beautiful; so let your light 
shine. You are an unlimited being with infinite     
potential. You have no limitations except those that 
you place on yourself. 
Today, in this very moment, you have the chance to 
start anew. Embrace the moment, be grateful for 
the opportunities and truly celebrate the moments 
of your life.  

Smethwick Old Church: 

‘What’s On 2016’ 
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offers isn’t designed to prove how holy we 
are, or how tough, or how strong our will is. 
It’s about allowing God to draw us into the 
unknown, into a quiet place where we are 
open to receive the new understanding,     
insight and wisdom.    

 So as we cross the threshold this year, let us 
ask ourselves to what kind of place we may 
need to go, or what kind of practice we may 
need to take up or to give up, that will help us 
to see what God is wanting to reveal to us? 
And how we might best be ‘held’ and        
sustained in whatever kind of wilderness that 
awaits us as we make our journey through 
Lent 2016?   
 

Whatever our answers to these questions, 
may the daily prayer of St Richard of     
Chichester (1197-1253) help us on our way.   

 

Thanks to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ,                               
for all the benefits thou hast won for me,                             
for all the pains and insults thou hast borne 
for me.                                                            
O most merciful Redeemer, Friend and 
Brother,                                                              
may I know thee more clearly, love thee more 
dearly, and follow thee more nearly,                                   
day by day. 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

We said goodbye to 2015 and greeted 2016 
with our New Year’s Eve party. Entertainment 
by DJ Lugan Sounds had many of us, young 
and not so young dancing the night away.  
The food was wonderful, there was a well   
patronised bar and everyone thoroughly     
enjoyed the evening. 

A service of Holy Communion with Prayer for 
healing was held on the evening of 10

th
   

January. This was part of a series of special 
services on the second Sunday of the month 

to replace the normal service of Evening 
Prayer. 

Another service on a Sunday evening  was 
held to mark the beginning of the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. This was well      
attended with representatives from many of 
the Smethwick churches. 

A Singing workshop took place on a Saturday 
morning when we tackled some spiritual songs 
of an African origin in the native language!  

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

Well here we are again, on the threshold       
of Lent.  This year Easter is early, and so just   
as we see the celebratory seasons of    
Christmas and Epiphany brought to a close, 
we find  ourselves plunging into the penitential       
season of Lent. The mood is about to change       
dramatically; the crib and the flowers will be 
removed from church and replaced by a stark 
and simple cross.   

 

Moving from a season that marks the birth of 
Jesus, to one that looks towards his death, is 
quite a leap to make even with the help of the 
visual reminders in our church.  But it’s a leap 
worth taking because, just like Christmas   
and Epiphany, Lent is a rich season and    
one that provides an opening for us to  
deepen  our relationship with God, to grow our       
understanding of ourselves and hear the call 
that God places on our hearts.   

 

We associate this journey of discovery with 
the wilderness.  But, of course, Lent doesn’t 
require us to literally go into the wilderness. 
What it does, is to invite us to enter a place, or 
to take up or give up a practice, which will 
help us to see more of God than perhaps    
we have seen before, or usually see in the     
busyness of our everyday lives.   

 

As Jesus knew all to well, the kind of        
challenging journey the forty days of Lent   



 Fair Trade  

Fortnight  

29th February 

-  

13th March 

 

6th from 10am – 12 noon at Old Church –       
Workshop: Assisting at Communion. 

8th 7.00 pm  Junior Church Leaders’ 
Meeting at the Vicarage  

22nd 7.30 pm Lay Pastoral Ministry team 
meeting at the Vicarage 

24th 2.00 pm Smethwick Interfaith Group 
meeting at the Abrahamic Centre  

24th  6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Soul Space  

25th 2.30 pm meet for Prayers in Old 
Church (see Rosemary for details) 

February 

 
February 10th - Ash Wednesday  
7.00 pm Service of Holy Communion         
with Imposition of Ashes 
February 14th 5.00 pm - A reflective        
service for the beginning of Lent. 
March 21st, 22nd & 23rd - Holy Week      
services of Compline with meditation. 
March 24th - Maundy Thursday           
8.00 pm Service of Holy Communion        
with foot washing, followed by a                    
prayer vigil.  
March 25th - Good Friday 
12.00 noon Reflections on the Cross 
March 26th - Easter Eve                     
8.00pm Service of Light. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the March issue of the newsletter   
watch out for news of exciting Fair Trade 
events happening at Old Church.   

Lent 

and    

Easter    

           
Soup Lunches will take  

place in Old Church following  
the Communion Service on     
the Tuesdays throughout Lent. 
The money raised from           

donations will be given to Christian Aid.        
Please note that the Tuesday service will move 
from 10am to 12 noon for the duration of Lent. 
 

 
Discovering Hope, is an            

opportunity to explore the rich  
themes of Lent through creativity.      
It will begin with a session, led by 
Deb, on Saturday February 13th   

from 10am - 1pm at Old Church 
 

      

Smethwick CAN Churches     
Together Lent Course 

This year we will be drawing on the 
book ‘Life Attitudes’ by Robert Warren 
and Sue Mayfield. The course will 
provide the opportunity to gather    
together to explore the meaning of 

the beatitudes for the people of Smethwick in 
2016. It will  take place at Regent St Baptist 
Church from 7:30 - 9pm (refreshments served 
from 7pm).  If you need transport, please let   
Deb know. 
    
 

 Lent Reading 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
Lent Book for 2016 is ‘I am with 
you’ by the Episcopal priest and         
theologian Kathryn Greene-
McCreight. This, very readable 
book, explores the ways the bible 

reveals God’s presence with us in both darkness 
and light.  It helpfully uses, as its structure, the 
seven hour pattern of monastic prayer.  If you 
would like to have a look at a copy of this book 
before you decide to buy, have a word with Deb.     

Additional  Services   

for Lent                           

at Old Church 
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this small corner of it, more congruent with 
the vision Jesus offers?  Perhaps this is a    
question we can all ask ourselves this Lent, 
along with the question: How brave can we 
afford to be and how revolutionary?   

 

The following is a prayer we have used to 
help us to think about these things afresh.    

 

Blessed are the poor in spirit for they can be 
real with you. 
Blessed are those who mourn for they are 
thrown on your love. 
Blessed are those who are gentle for they 
have nothing to prove. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
what is right  for their courageous hearts lead 
them to your love for the world. 
Blessed are those who know my need of 
mercy for they must know their own. 
Blessed are the pure in heart for with no guile 
they can see you. 
Blessed are the peace makers who would 
rather play as children on the shared earth, 
than fight for your crown. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted in   
the cause of right for the ripples of their         
radicalism have brought heaven to many on 
earth. 
Blessed One, be with those who do not know 
their need of you this night. 
Amen 

(From The Celtic Wheel of the Year by Tess Ward) 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

February saw the start of the penitential    
season of Lent. Ash Wednesday was marked 
by an evening service of Holy Communion 
that included the ritual imposition of ashes. 
These ashes are the residue of the burnt    
remains of last year’s Palm crosses.   

  

The imposition is accompanied by the words 
“Remember you are dust and unto dust you 
will return” - a stark reminder of the mortality 
of our earthly bodies. However, as Christians, 

we have the hope of attaining everlasting life, 
given to us by our Lord’s resurrection which 
we celebrate at Easter.   

 

The Smethwick CAN Churches Together   
Lent Course this year is being hosted by     
Regent Street Baptist  Church on each   
Thursday   evening throughout Lent. This year 
we are exploring the meaning of the            
Beatitudes and their  relevance for the people 
of Smethwick.   

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

A few of us from Old Church have been     
joining others, from the churches that make 
up Smethwick Church Action Network, for our 
combined annual Lent course.  This year we 
have been exploring the meaning of the      
Beatitudes for the people of Smethwick.   

 

The Beatitudes are part of the sermon Jesus 
gave on the mountain or the grassy plain,   
depending on the Gospel writer’s account. It is 
easy to misunderstand what is meant by this 
list of, so called, ‘blessings’.  No one should, 
for example, aim for poverty as some kind of 
blessing. What Jesus is really offering, in 
these twelve short verses, is the assurance 
that even in the most difficult times there is 
hope.   

 

What we’ve discovered, on the course, is that 
the most important thing about this teaching, 
is the way it reverses our shared common  
understanding about the order of things.   

 

Although, many of us may agree that this    
reversal is appealing, inspiring and even     
liberating, it’s not hard to see that it is also   
challenging.  If we are to be true to what     
Jesus presents, then we really need to act on 
it, not just look on it with admiration.  And 
that’s exactly what we’ve been doing during 
the Lent course.  In, one way of another, 
we’ve been asking ourselves the question:  
What can we do to make the world, including 



 Fair Trade Fortnight 

29th February - 13th March 

1st , 8th, 15th & 22nd – 12 noon at Old 
Church –  a service of Holy              
Communion followed by a simple 
soup lunch,  the proceeds of which 
will go to Christian Aid. 

3rd, 10th & 17th 7.30 pm  at Regent St 
Baptist Church – Smethwick CAN 
Churches Together Lent course. 

21st 22nd, & 23rd at 7.30 pm  at Old 
Church – Holy Week service of 
Compline with meditation. 

24th MAUNDY THURSDAY 
8.00 pm at Old Church – service  
of Holy Communion with foot  
washing, followed by prayer vigil 

25th GOOD FRIDAY 
12noon – 3.00 pm at Old Church – 
Good Friday service ‘Darkness        
Falling’ (come for the full three 
hours or just for part of it). 

26th  EASTER EVE  
8pm at Old Church – Service of 
Light. 

27th EASTER DAY 
10.15 am Holy Communion with   
Baptism of Edina May 

30th 11.00 am – Service at Penmakers’ 
Court. 

March Waking up to the Power of a 
Fair Trade Breakfast   

 

There is enough food in the world for 
us all, even in many food insecure 
regions where Fair Trade operates. 

But  some farmers and workers are earning so 
little, they simply cannot afford to buy it.    

 

.FAIRTRADE works to change this, by making 
sure companies pay a fairer price for what people 
grow, plus a little extra for farmers and workers to 
invest in their businesses or communities. When 
people get a fairer price, they can take more  
control over their lives when times are hard, and 
worry less about how they will feed their families. 
Whether it’s the extra cash in their pockets or  
being able to improve their farms to grow more 
food to eat, Fair trade means many farmers and 
workers are able to do what we take for granted - 
put enough food on the table for the people they 
care about, all year round    

 

Fairtrade is best known for providing producers 
with a minimum price for their product, one which 
aims to cover what it costs them to grow it, and 
an additional amount, The Fair trade premium to 
be invested by the producers as a group,        
however they see fit.   

 

ONE WORLD CAFE EVENT                

- at the Dorothy Parkes Centre 

Here at Old Church we are joining the Fair 

Trade Foundation’s challenge to provide a     
Fair Trade breakfast.   

 

On March 13th between 8.30 and 9.45 and  

between 11.30 and 12.30 we are hosting a Fair 

Trade Breakfast so come along and join us.   

 

There will be fair trade tea and ground      

coffee, juice, cereal, and fruit, locally        

produced bread providing toast with fair  

trade jam/marmalade / honey or chocolate 

spread and fair trade banana and chocolate 

muffins. In addition we will have fair trade 

food and crafts for sale  

 

All donations to Fair Trade Charity   

 

Don’t miss the fun. 
 

Families of all faiths and none are welcome 

to join in with creative activities to explore 

the Easter story, enjoy a shared meal, plus  

a short service in Smethwick Old Church.   

 

Come join us for this FREE event on Good 

Friday and let us do the cooking for you. 
 

ART BOX: 

FRIDAY 25TH MARCH 3.30PM – 5.30PM 

STARTING IN THE 

DOROTHY PARKES CENTRE 
 

for children and families  
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hear the stories of historical sexual abuse 
and the ways that victims were so badly let 
down by institutions such as the BBC and the 
church; our sense of hope can be diminished 
or obscured.  These struggles become woven 
into our experience of hope, like the dark 
knotted threads on the picture.  

 

But the golden threads of hope are still there, 
they remain even when we can no longer see 
them in the way we once did. And this is what 
we celebrate at Easter, the season we have 
just moved into. To represent this, we cut 
through the dark threads on our picture as 
part of the service of Light on Easter Eve, just 
before we said the familiar words: Christ is 
risen!  He is risen indeed Alleluia!    

 

This symbolic act was dramatic and it made 
the point. But it’s rarely that simple in our own 
lives.  It is much more likely that we will need 
to carefully unpick the dark threads of despair 
to reveal the gold threads of hope, or even   
to get someone to help with the unpicking.  
Although it may well be a difficult and    
sometimes a long process, the Easter stories 
show us that God’s hope is always present 
and the threads of that hope are woven into 
all that God has made.  

This picture will remain in church throughout 
this glorious season.  I hope it speaks to you, 
as it has to me! 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

A service prepared by Christian Women in 
Cuba was held in Holy Trinity church to mark  
Women’s World Day of Prayer. 
The Discoverers began their year’s  activities 
with a trip to the Leather Museum in Walsall.     
Following a guided tour, they went on to have 
lunch at the Chestnut Tree near Wednesbury. 
Fair Trade Fortnight was marked at Old 
Church with a “One World Cafe" event where 
breakfasts were served both before and after 
our morning service of Holy Communion on 

Sunday 13
th
 March. Everyone was delighted 

and impressed with the quality of the food 
served and the Fair Trade items on sale. 
Liturgically, March was dominated by the     
observance of Lent with a break to celebrate 
Mothering Sunday. 
Some of our congregation have attended the 
Lent course held at Smethwick Baptist Church 
and explored the meaning of the Beatitudes 
and their relevance for the people of      
Smethwick. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

There has, as many know, been an unfolding 
piece of artwork in front of the altar,      
throughout Lent and into Easter, which 
speaks about ‘hope’.  The piece was started 
just before Lent, when a number of us set 
about representing ‘hope’ in colours, shapes 
and textures. Colourful fabrics were cut up 
and collaged onto a hessian canvas.  When it 
was finished it looked vibrant and full of      
energy.  

 

The next stage was to weave dark knotted 
threads, that spoke of our struggles and 
doubts, on top of this colourful depiction.  
These threads were woven by people who  
attended the evening service for Lent, by 
those at Tuesday Communion, the residents 
of Penmakers’ Court and members of the 
Sunday morning congregation.  Each week as 
we thought about the burdens we, and others, 
carry the picture of hope became more       
obscured until on Good Friday, there was no 
visible sign of ‘hope’ left.  

 

But, of course, the picture of hope was still in 
tact, we just couldn’t see it anymore.  And this 
reflects the way things can be for us.  When 
life becomes difficult; when we face loss, 
death or illness; when we look at scenes of 
refugees crossing dangerous waters in over-
loaded vessels or living in camps where there 
is no privacy, dignity or security;  when we  



 Shared Conversations  

17th 12noon The Annual Church Meeting 
at the Dorothy Parkes Centre 

19th 7.00 pm at Old Church - Workshop: 
Leading Prayers in Worship 

20th & 27th 7.30 pm at Old Church - The 
Pilgrim Course 

21st  Discoverers outing to Hollybush 
Garden Centre. For details speak to  
Christine Tanner  

25th 7.00 pm Junior Church Leaders   
meeting at the Vicarage 

27th 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Soul Space 

28th 2.30 pm meet for Prayers in Old 
Church (see Rosemary for details) 

April 

 

Fundraiser Fashion Show and 
Clothes sale 

 
At: The Dorothy Parkes Centre 

On: April 16th 2016 
At: 7pm 

  

 This a great opportunity for women to enjoy 
a fun evening, that includes shopping  

for clothes from major High Street stores        
with up to 75% off. 

  
 

Tickets are £5 each and can be purchased 
from  

Mandy Smith, Diane Meacham and                 
Jean Martin (after church on Sundays). 

 
  

All money raised from this event will go          
towards Church funds. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

In its report published in November 2013, the 
House of Bishops Working Group on Human 
Sexuality recommended that: 
“The subject of sexuality, with its history of 
deeply entrenched views, would be best       
addressed by facilitated conversations or a 
similar process to which the Church of England 
needs to commit itself at national and diocesan 
level.” 
As a result facilitated conversations have been 
taking place through out the country over the 
last year to create safe spaces in which    
questions of difference and disagreement can 
be explored in relation to scripture, mission and 
human sexuality. 
The aim of the regional conversations has 
been that the diversity of views within the 
church will be expressed honestly and heard 
respectfully. 
The church has needed to reflect on how they 
should respond given the significant changes in 
our culture in relation to human sexuality. 
The Birmingham Changing Attitude Group   
provides a forum in which this, and other      
related issues, can be discussed. It also offers 
itself as a resource to parishes and Deaneries. 
The current programme is available at the back 
of church. For more information on Changing 
Attitude go to www.changingattitude.org.uk 

We are planning a further Pilgrim Course,  
starting on 20

th
 April and continuing for six 

weeks. This is an opportunity to discuss our 
Christian Journeys using video, audio and 
printed materials but also the insights of those 
who attend. This year, we will be focussing on 
the Eucharist, that great sacrament of       
Christianity.   
What does it mean to ‘eat the body and blood 
of Christ’, to be ‘the Body of Christ’? It is an   
opportunity to share our hopes and beliefs   
with others, and there are no right answers – 
probably.  Everybody is welcome. 

 The Pilgrim Course  



 
The Old Church  

News 

Volume 6  Issue  11            May  2016 

 

been planning a ‘Summer Extravaganza’ and 
the other the June Festival Week.  

 

We have achieved more than we could     
have hoped for, or imagined, and turned    
our financial position around. In doing so,  we 
have developed a plan that will hopefully 
keep us on track.   

 

But the thing that has given me the greatest 
joy, during this period, is the way people have 
given of themselves; the way energy and 
creativity has been shared, skills and gifts  
exercised, support and presence offered.  
This has demonstrated a strong sense of 
community and a willingness to get involved 
in all that church life means - even if we are 
drawn out of our comfort zone. And it is all of 
these things that we will celebrate at our  
Festival.  

 

So, as we approach it, let us give thanks for 
the people of Old Church, in all our wonderful 
diversity and richness.  And let us give thanks 
for shared gifts and for the presence and  
support offered by so many.  

 

Sometimes it is easy to loose sight of these 
things and to focus only on the challenges we  
face - but let’s not. 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

P a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

£233.60 was raised for Christian Aid from the 
Lent Soup Lunches held after the Tuesday 
morning Holy Communion services. £186.25 
was raised from the Fairtrade breakfast held 
during Fairtrade Fortnight in March and will be 
donated to the Fairtrade charity.  

 

The end of March saw us commemorate the 
dramatic events of Palm Sunday and Holy 
Week. The Easter celebrations began on 
Easter eve with the Service of Light and    
continued on Easter Day with a service of 
Holy Communion with baptism. 

The evening of Saturday 17th April was a 
great night for the ladies who supported our 
‘shop2drop’ event. Over 100 ladies came 
along and enjoyed the fashion show and the 
bargain prices. The church is now better off by 
nearly £900!    

 

The church’s annual parochial and general 
meetings were held when Rosie and Matthew 
were elected churchwardens for the coming 
year and Charlotte, Joyce, Christine and Reza 
were elected to serve on the Parochial Church 
Council for the next three years.     

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

On April 17th we held our Annual Church 
Meeting.  At this meeting, I acknowledged the 
financial challenges we had faced twelve 
months earlier.  I think it’s fair to say that, this 
time last year, the picture looked bleak.   

 

But with the help of our Treasurer, David Flint, 
we faced this challenge with honesty and 
courage.  People generously responded to the 
concerns expressed on Stewardship Sunday.  

 

For many years Old Church has had a small, 
but committed, group who have taken overall 
responsibility for fundraising. They continued 
their work, until the end of the last year, when 
they retired after many years’ service.  Their 
work, which included the Summer Fete and 
Christmas Fayre, a Craft Fayre, table-top 
sales and a number of raffles raised £3,700.  

 

Further to this,  we also set up a fundraising 
sub-committee of the PCC.  Their work began 
by gathering creative thinkers together to 
identify, and  explore, a variety of   ideas. The 
sub-committee then went about bringing some 
of these to life.  So far they have held a New 
Year’s Eve party and a Shop2drop event 
which raised a further £1,800.    

 

Another two small groups, also developed out 
of the ideas stage of this process. One has 



 Festival Programme 

4th, 11th, 18th & 25th 7.00 pm at Old 
Church - The Pilgrim Course 

5th 7.00pm at Old Church - Ascension  
day service of Holy Communion 

8th 5.00pm at Old Church - Pictures of 
God: a service reflecting on the         
images of God we carry. 

10th 7.30pm at the DPC - PCC Meeting 

15th Christian Aid Week begins. 

17th 7.00pm at St Ann’s, Moseley - The 
Archdeacon’s Visitation 

18th 7.00pm at the Vicarage - Faith Matters: 
Exploring Christianity (a course         
exploring the basics of Christianity) 

19th Discoverers’ Trip to Stratford-upon-
Avon (see Christine Tanner for details) 

22nd 2.00pm - 4.00pm Walk and Talk                
(more information to follow) 

25th 6.00pm - 8.00pm Soul Space 

26th 2.30pm meet for Prayers in The Old 
Church (see Rosemary for details) 

May 

 
Christian Aid Week  2016   

 

This is the week we love                     
every neighbour   
 

‘Jesus calls us to love our neighbour as         
ourselves, and not just the ones next door or at 
the end of  the street. Christian Aid Week unites 
over 20,000 churches to put this love in to      
action. Together we’ll hold church collections, 
host Big Brekkie fundraising breakfasts and    
collect house-to-house. Join us’.           
www.christianaid.org.uk 

 
Saint Albans Pilgrimage        
  
The Saint Albans Pilgrimage will take place   
on Saturday 18th June. Anyone interested in   
going please speak to Joyce Jones before 
18th May. The cost will be £20.00 for adults 
and £12.00 for children. The coach will be 
leaving Holy Trinity at 8.00am and arriving 
back at approximately 8.30pm. 

The church will be open from 11am – 5pm 
daily.  Unless there is a specific event taking 
place, visitors can see the beautiful flower     
displays and enjoy a homemade cream tea. 
 

Timetabled activities are as follows: 
(all of these activities will take place in Old Church, 

unless otherwise stated) 

 

Saturday June 4th  
7pm - Gospel Choir Concert.   
Tickets: Adults £5      Under 16’s £2.50. 
Ticket price includes interval refreshments. 

 

Sunday June 5th  

10.15am  Festival service of Holy Communion  
led by Bishop Anne Hollingsworth followed by  
a One World Cafe lunch. 
2.00pm  The Flower Festival opens 
 

Tuesday June 7th  

1.00pm - a recital by the Taiwanese flute player 
Sheng.       Free entry. 
 

Wednesday June 8th 
7pm Poetry Open Mic evening.    Free entry.  
Refreshments available. 
 

Thursday June 9
th

 
11am – 12noon - Uplands School performance. 
1.30pm – 2.30pm Uplands School performance. 
 

Friday June 10th  
7.30pm  An evening of poetry with Nicola Slee 
and Rosie Miles, two Birmingham based poets.   
Tickets:  Adults £5     Under 16’s £2.50.          
Ticket price includes interval soft drinks, wine 
and nibbles. 
 

Saturday June 11th 
2.00pm  A talk by Mary Bodfish, from the 
Smethwick History Society entitled ‘Glimpses 
from the Graveyard’. Free entry.                    
Refreshments available.  
7.00pm - End of Festival Barn Dance at the 
Dorothy Parkes Centre.   
Tickets: Adults £5      Under 16’s £2.50.     
Ticket price includes tea, coffee and nibbles.  
There will also be a bar available.   
 

Buying Tickets 
Tickets can be purchased at Old Church after    
Sunday services or on Tuesdays between 2pm   
and 4pm.  For more information, and to buy tickets 
at other times, please ring Deb on 0121 558 1763 
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tables and chairs, setting up stalls, sorting out 
money, transporting games and looking after 
the stalls when the event is underway. 

But it’s much more than these to-do lists of 
physical tasks that draws on the energy        
of those involved. The aim of both of these 
events is to celebrate the community of  
which the church is an integral part, and       
to celebrate with the community in this small, 
but precious, corner of God’s world.           
Engaging with the community, in this way, 
also requires a lot of energy and commitment, 
as we network with community organisations, 
make connections with talented local artists, 
musicians and poets who will be taking part 
and building relationships with the people 
who are helping us to publicise the event 
through shops, cafés, libraries and many 
other places. 

Hopefully, June will prove to be a rich, vibrant 
and exciting month in the life of our church, 
albeit an extremely busy one; hopefully it will 
surprise us and bless us in ways we cannot 
yet imagine and hopefully it will, in all the   
excitement and busyness, provide a place of 
warmth, welcome and refreshment to all of us 
who are directly involved and to all those who 
attend. 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

A special evening service on the second   
Sunday explored the theme  ‘Pictures of God’. 
Some members of Old Church joined the  
congregation at Holy Trinity where Ascension 
Day was celebrated with a service of Holy 
Communion. 
The Discoverers enjoyed good weather for 
their outing to Stratford-upon-Avon which for 
some included a boat trip on the river. 
Along with other churches, Old Church had a 
collection for this year’s Christian Aid Week 
appeal that aims to provide help for families  

affected by flooding in Bangladesh. 
The Archdeacon’s Visitation was held at St 
Anne’s church in Moseley where Matthew 
Turley and Rosie Eynon took the oath of    
office as churchwardens  
Our first Sunday afternoon church “Walk and 
Talk” took place in Waseley Country Park 
where we find the source of Birmingham’s 
“major” river - the River Rea. Following tea 
and cake at the end of the walk, some of    
the walkers managed to arrive back at Old 
Church in time for Evening Prayer. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

June is going to be a busy month in the life of 
Old Church, to say the least!  From June 4

th
 

through to the 11
th
 we are holding the ‘Old 

Church Festival Week’, which should be a 
great time of celebration and enjoyment.  But 
soon after all the festival events and activities 
have taken place, and the flower displays and 
art work have been taken away, many of us 
will be dusting ourselves down and throwing 
ourselves into the final stages of planning for 
the ‘Old Church Summer Extravaganza’, 
which is to take place on July 2

nd
. 

Both of these are big events and will inevitably 
involve a lot of hard work, and commitment, 
by the many people who are volunteering      
to help. Much of this work is obviously             
associated with the long to-do lists of practical 
tasks that need to be undertaken.  In terms of 
the festival this means preparing the space for 
the flower displays, art work and the various 
events that will happen during the week,     
designing and making flower arrangements, 
setting out tables for the cream teas,          
preparing and serving refreshments and 
meeting and greeting those who visit.  In 
terms of the Summer Extravaganza, this will 
involve preparing the space in the DPC and 
vicarage garden, carrying and laying out     



The Pilgrim Course 

 

4th -  
11th 

Old Church Festival Week (see flyers 
at the back of church for details) 

12th 5.00 pm ‘Songs of Praise’, a service  
to end our Festival Week 

16th Discoverers’ Trip on Birmingham    
Canal (see Christine Tanner for details) 

18th 11.00 am The Marriage of Dafyyd and 
Gemma at Old Church 

21st 7.30 pm Deanery Synod (venue tba) 

22nd  6.00 pm - 8.00 pm  Soul Space  

23rd 2.30 pm meet for Prayers in Old 
Church (see Rosemary for details) 

28th 7.30 pm Lay Pastoral Ministry Team 
meeting at the Vicarage 

30th 2.00 pm Ministry Team Meeting        
at the Vicarage 

June 

Summer Extravaganza 
 

On: July 2nd 2016            

At: The Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 
& The Vicarage Garden 

From:   12 noon - 4.00 pm 
 

craft stalls - victorian tea room - 

plant stall - face painting - photo 

booth - live music - a bouncy castle 

- birds of prey - food stalls -    

coconut shy, - stocks - pluck-a-

duck - padlock tombola - lollipop 

game - and lots, lots  more.   
 

Entrance 30p 

 

 

As I write this, there is just the final meeting of 
the Pilgrim Course to come; as you read this, 
the second of our Pilgrim Courses will have 
ended. The subject this year was The     
Eucharist, that great Christian mystery of 
bread and wine, body and blood, by which we 
try to understand our relationship with God 
and particularly our being a part of the Church 
which we regularly describe as the Body       
of Christ.   

 

In truth, the Eucharist is not our  Eucharist nor 
the Church’s Eucharist. It is God’s Eucharist – 
God’s feast, God’s gift to the world. It is a   
moment when we hope to experience God’s 
everlasting love towards us and all creation. 
We pray that on occasions that the service of 
Eucharist does, in the words of Rowan       
Williams, give us a foretaste of the Kingdom 
of Heaven.  

 

There will be another Pilgrim course coming 
next year; we should have completed it by 
2022!                                                   Paul Martin 

Trinity Sunday is one of nine special days in 
the Christian Year and, of all the Christian 
celebrations, poses the most difficulty. Every 
time we recite the creed, we state our belief in 
‘One God’, yet go on to talk as if God should 
be understood as three distinct beings, three 
independent centres of thought and action. 
Perhaps our imagery does not help, with God 
represented as the ‘old man with a beard’,  
Jesus the somewhat younger man, and the 
Holy Spirit often ignored but sometimes 
glimpsed in the form of a dove.  

 

In truth, it is better not to struggle with such 
somewhat strange language but to accept, as 
the Church itself does, that the Trinity is       
an absolute mystery which we will not         
understand even when we are told about it. 
However, it does not stop us holding that    
reassuring picture of the one essential God 
existing as Father, Son and Holy Spirit in a 
relationship held together by love, and forming 
a triangle which encompasses the whole of 
God’s creation.                                   Paul Martin 

 

The Old Church website can be found 
at   www.smethwickoldchurch.org.uk  

Trinity Sunday 
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dropped to just one million by 2013.  In the 
UK Martin Harper, the RSPB's conservation 
director, said: "We know from the Big Garden 
Birdwatch every year that several of our     
familiar and best-loved species have been 
declining at alarming rates over the 34 years 
that the RSPB has been running the         
birdwatch”.               

  

It is clear that the value of wildlife is        
much more than just the pleasure it brings to 
us.  It is our wildlife that provides us with 
clean air and clean water, it is our wildlife that  
stops erosion, pollinates crops and much 
more besides. So the decline of such familiar  
creatures is extremely worrying.              

 

St. Francis of Assisi is the patron saint of 
ecology and, for me, he offers some insights 
and prayers that can help us to both enjoy  
the beauty that surrounds us and, at the 
same time, be mindful of our need to be good 
stewards of creation.  Francis tried to live as 
lightly on the earth and as a brother to all 
creatures. He offered prayers of praise and 
thanksgiving to God for the gift of life and for 
the world we inhabit.            
 

‘Be praised, my Lord’, St Francis prayed, 
‘for Sister Earth, our Mother, 
who nourishes us and sustains us’. 
  

 So, in the light of this I pray that July will be a 
fruitful month in every way. 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

F l o r e n c e  C o n n e r  1 9 2 6 — 2 0 1 6  

Our dear sister, Florrie Conner, passed away 
on 28th April after a short stay in hospital. She 
had contended peacefully against increasing 
disability and dementia for some time and had 
been cared for by her family at home.   

 

Florrie was a jolly person who enjoyed the  
social life at Old Church. She played a leading 
role in establishing the Good Afternoon Club 

that thrives as the most popular community 
activity at the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre.   

 

Florrie was also a person of deep insight and 
faith. Her prayers were a spontaneous appeal 
to the Lord and she was well aware of the   
awful happenings in the wider world.   

 

Florrie loved her friends at Old Church and 
she will be sadly missed by them. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

July is the only month in the church year that 
does not celebrate a festival.  It is in the heart 
of summer, to which the vibrant beauty that 
fills our gardens, hedgerows and parks bears 
witness. So let’s hope we can experience 
some warm, balmy days when we can take 
some rest and simply enjoy what God has 
made.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

However, in doing so, it’s perhaps important 
to think about the ways that climate change is 
impacting on our seasonal weather and, in 
turn, on ecosystems and the sustainability of 
many of the familiar animals, birds and insects 
that are native to our gardens.                

  

Statistics inform us that gardens make up 
around 4% of land area in the UK and we     
do not have to be any kind of expert to              
appreciate the role these habitats provide for 
our native wildlife. Our own gardens, if we are 
lucky enough to have one, are the places that 
birds come to for food and shelter; where   
animals such as squirrels, hedgehogs, and 
foxes breed and hibernate; where varieties of 
insects, bees, moths and butterflies can be 
found pollinating plants, providing them with 
nectar and pollen.     

 

Sadly, however, many of these species are 
now at risk. It has been reported that some 
varieties of butterfly have dropped by 77% in 
the last decade. In the 1950’s there were an 
estimated 36 million hedgehogs, a figure that 



 Last Month’s News 

 

2nd 12 noon - 4.00 pm The Summer       
Extravaganza at the Dorothy Parkes’ 
Centre and in the Vicarage Garden 

5th 12.30 - 2.00 pm Deanery Chapter 
Meeting  at Old Church 

6th The Annual General Meeting of the 
Trustees to the Smethwick Chapelry 

6th, 13th & 20th 7.00 pm - 8.30 pm Faith 
Matters: Exploring Christianity at the 
Vicarage 

14th  10.00 am - 1.00 pm Women First:  
Coffee Morning at Victoria Park Skills 
Centre (see advert opposite) 

16th Parish Quiet Day at St Catherine’s 
Blackwell (details to follow) 

24th 6.30 pm Deanery Confirmation at     
St Matthew’s Church, Windmill Lane 

27th 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Soul Space 

28th 2.30 pm meet for Prayers in Old 
Church (see Rosemary for details) 

31st 12.15 pm Baptism of Isabel Eve 

July 

Throughout the week the church was open 
for visitors to admire the flower displays; to 
view the art exhibition that was provided  by 
local artists who meet regularly in the      
Dorothy Parkes’ Centre and to enjoy the 
cream teas sitting outside in the warm     
sunshine.  Our festivities were rounded off 
with a Barn Dance held at The Dorothy 
Parkes’ Centre.      

 

‘Songs of Praise’ on the second Sunday  
evening of June consisted of hymns and 
readings on the theme of the seasons of the 
year. Readers and those who introduced the 
hymns explained briefly why the chosen 
piece was special for them.     

 

The Discoverers enjoyed their trip to the 
Halfpenny Green Vineyards in Bobbington 
where they had an excellent lunch.    

 

Old Church marked the Queen’s ‘official’ 90th 
birthday by singing the National Anthem at 
morning service and ringing out our bells at 
midday along with many other peals across 
the country. 

 

 

 

The highlight of our church’s activities in June 
was the Festival Week. The week’s activities 
were initiated by the inspirational singing of a 
Gospel Choir and monies were raised for their 
charity ‘HOPE’.       

 

We welcomed Bishop Anne to preach and   
preside at our Festival service of Holy       
Communion. This was followed by a ‘One 
World Cafe Lunch’ offering a diverse range of 
delicious food. 
 

On Monday and Tuesday we had a lunchtime 
cello duet and a flute recital respectively. 
Wednesday evening reflected the poetic and 
musical talents of those who took part in the 
‘Open Mic Evening’. The choir and musical 
groups from Uplands Manor School provided 
the entertainment on Thursday. On Friday         
evening we were privileged to have two        
Birmingham based poets reading some of their 
poems and a selection of their work was        
on sale. Finally on Saturday afternoon Mary    
Bodfish, from the Smethwick History Society, 
gave an interesting talk entitled ‘Glimpses from 
the Graveyard’ 
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The 3D Course is the Birmingham Diocesan course for developing Disciples.  It is a 10 month Bible based course 
designed to enable people to learn more about the Christian faith.  It could be just right for you if you are:   

 

· Confirmed in the Church of England 
· Wanting to understand the Christian faith more deeply. 
· Open to explore how to live out your faith more confidently. 
· Open to working in a group with other Christians from various parishes. 

 

If you would like to attend the course, or want more information, speak to Deb or pick up one of the leaflets at the 
back of church. 

Turkey and Baton Rouge tumbled in on an 
almost daily basis 

These are turbulent times and this kind of bad 
news can disturb us to the core. The future 
can look much less certain than it once did 
and we can feel powerless to do anything to 
change the situation; and in some ways I 
guess this is true.        

But, in amongst all we are faced with right 
now, another story recently appeared in     
our local news. The story of a very simple      
campaign called ‘Love Your Neighbour’.  This 
campaign was launched in Sandwell and   
Birmingham in direct response to the violence 
that had surfaced in our neighbourhoods 
since the Brexit vote.   

I can’t recall a campaign, like this, gathering 
momentum at quite such a pace before. It 
demonstrates what can happen when people 
of goodwill choose to take simple, practical, 
positive action; action that is motivated by 
love and held within a strong sense of hope 
that the world can be a more peaceful and 
loving place. This doesn’t deal with the huge 
international issues our world faces and the 
insecurity that many feel, but it’s a place from 
which we can all start to make a difference 
and to shake off, at least in part, our sense of 
powerlessness. 

For more information on the campaign go to: 
www.loveyourneighbour.org 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

3 D  C o u r s e  

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

More than a hundred incidents of racial abuse 
and hate crimes have been reported since the 
UK voted to leave the European Union.  Many 
of the alleged perpetrators cited the decision 
to leave the EU explicitly’.(Independent July 26th 

2016)    
 

‘France reels from its third large-scale terrorist 
attack within 18 months,’ (BBC News July 16th 2016)   
 

‘Turkey’s military have attempted a coup.  
Military jets and helicopters flew low over the 
capital, Ankara, where gunfire was heard’.     
(I News July 15th 2016)   

 

‘Three officers were ambushed and killed 
while responding to reports of gunfire on   
Sunday morning in Baron Rouge. (Sky News July 

18th 2016)  

 

These are just some of the stories that have 
hit the headlines during the past month or so. 
In fact, it’s been difficult to keep up with the 
news.  No sooner has one major issue hit the 
headlines than another story, involving acts of 
violence, has taken the front page spot.  

At home, when we were just beginning          
to think about the potential political and     
economic consequences of the EU             
referendum, our news headline began to fill 
with accounts of racist hate crimes, seemingly 
triggered by the vote to leave the EU.  At the 
very same time, tragic news from around the 
world competed for the front page spot, as  
reports from Baghdad, Orlando, Dallas, Nice, 



 Last Month’s News 

6th 2.30 pm Marriage of Ryan and Jenny 

14th 5.00 pm Service of Holy Communion 
with hymns and poetry to celebrate the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

24th From 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Soul Space 

25th 2.30 pm meet for Prayers in Old 
Church (see Rosemary for details) 

27th 4.00 pm Marriage of David and  Donna 

31st   7.00 pm Children and Families Work 
meeting at the Vicarage 

August 

 

How our actions and attitudes effect our children:- 
 

Children Learn What They Live   
 

If children live with criticism, they learn to        
condemn. 

If children live with hostility, they learn to fight. 
If children live with fear, they learn to be           

apprehensive. 
If children live with pity, they learn to feel sorry 

for themselves. 
If children live with ridicule, they learn to feel shy. 

If children live with jealousy, they learn to feel 
envy. 

If children live with shame, they learn to feel 
guilty. 

If children live with encouragement, they learn 
confidence. 

If children live with tolerance, they learn patience. 
If children live with praise, they learn                

appreciation. 
If children live with acceptance, they learn to 

love. 
If children live with approval, they learn to like 

themselves. 
If children live with recognition, they learn it is 

good to have a goal. 
If children live with sharing, they learn generosity. 

If children live with honesty, they learn           
truthfulness. 

If children live with fairness, they learn justice. 
If children live with kindness and consideration, 

they learn respect. 
If children live with security, they learn to have 
faith in themselves and in those about them. 

If children live with friendliness, they learn the 
world is a nice place in which to live. 

July began with the Summer Extravaganza 
which saw stalls and events both in the      
Dorothy Parkes’ Centre and in and around the 
church itself. It was good to notice that many of 
those visiting the church based attractions 
were moved to enter the church and            
contemplate not just its beauty as a building 
but its purpose and meaning for the people of 
Smethwick.   

 

The AGM of the Smethwick Chapelry Trustees 
was held and we, as a congregation, have to 
thank them for all they do to maintain our  
beautiful church building. 

 

Members of our congregation spent some  
quality time together at a Quiet Day that was 
held at Blackwell. They appreciated the space 
to contemplate by discussing, meditating and 
praying about spiritual matters as well as    
having time to relax and get to know each other 
better.   

 

The Discoverers had a fine day out to Stourport
- on- Severn which included a walk to explore 
the historic canal basin that connects the     
Staffordshire and Worcestershire canal with the 
River Severn.  

 

Old Church had 27 candidates, some of them 
being baptised, and then joining those already 
baptised for confirmation at the Deanery      
service held at St Matthew’s church.   

 
Greenbelt is an arts, faith and justice  
festival with a long and rich history.  
This year’s festival is packed with  
speakers, including Archbishop Justin,  
musicians, comedy and drama  
performances and much more.  
For more information about the event, 
go to:  greenbelt.org.uk  

 
The Old Church website can be found  
at   www.smethwickoldchurch.org.uk  
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fuel, because they have little, if any, other  
option available. If we have not had direct  
experience of this ourselves, it’s not hard to 
imagine the impact it has on people’s sense 
of physical and mental wellbeing. 

Earlier this year, in response to this growing 
problem, the Archbishop of Canterbury  
spoke out about the need create a more    
just financial system. The Just Finance  
Foundation (JFF) was tasked with work      
involved in carrying this out. According to the 
JFF the funds raised will, ‘provide essential 
financial services in local communities. 
Trained volunteers will give people the skills 
they need and somewhere to turn to receive 
help, support and advice’. 
The strap line for the Mustard Seed Appeal is 
‘A seed has been planted. Let’s make it grow 
together.’  And so churches across England 
have been asked to get involved in growing 
the work of the JFF by raising money in the 
lead up to Harvest.  So this year at Old 
Church we will have a special collection at 
our Harvest Festival on October 9th and 
make our contribution to this important work.  
The Appeal website says: 

‘Let’s make it a bumper harvest: get involved 
now and help us bring in a harvest that will 
change millions of lives’. 
So let’s play our part! 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

At the end of July, a small group from the  
congregation enjoyed a pleasant walk around 
Woodgate Valley Country Park. In one of    
Birmingham’s green spaces this walk took us 
past an urban farm complex and along the 
side of the babbling Bourn Brook, which runs 
the length of the valley to the River Rea at 
Cannon Hill Park. We called into the visitor 

centre at the end of the stroll and enjoyed    
tea and cakes in the cafe before returning      
to church for Evening Prayer.   

One of the feast days in August is that of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and this was celebrated 
with a Sunday evening service of Holy      
Communion and included hymns, readings 
and poetry as part of our worship.  

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

As we move into September, the summer 
draws to a close and signs of Autumn begin  
to transform the landscape.  The summer  
holiday season, for those lucky enough to 
have one, is over and children and young 
people are returning to schools, colleges and 
universities.   

 

At best, summer is the season that allows the 
space for relaxation and the re-charging of our 
‘batteries’ so that we can pick up the regular 
pattern of our lives with renewed vigour.  But 
for many people the summer is a difficult and 
challenging time, not least for families who are 
struggling to make ends meet. 
 

Research carried out by the Trussell Trust  
revealed that 70% of families who experience 
financial difficulties, and have children in     
primary school education, have found the 
summer to be a really challenging time.  Many 
who are forced to rely, at least in part, on  
food supplied by schools during term         
time have needed to turn to foodbanks         
for help during the summer break.  Sadly,   
the  research concluded that this problem is 
unlikely to  improve in the foreseeable future.   

 

These families are part of the estimated         
8 million people in the UK who are faced    
with considerable financial difficulty. Many of 
whom are forced to take out high cost loans to 
cover the basic necessities such as food and 



 JUSTICE Matters 

1st 7.30 pm Lay Pastoral Ministry Team 
meet at the Vicarage 

3rd 3.00 pm Marriage of Edgar and Julie 

7th 7.30 pm PCC Meeting at the DPC 

10th 2.00 pm Table Top Sale in the DPC 

11th Fellowship Walk in Sandwell Valley 
Details from Paul or Jean Martin 

11th 5.00 pm Hymns and Readings for 
Holy Cross Day 

28th  From 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Soul Space  
in Old Church 

29th 2.30 pm meet for Prayers in Old 
Church (see Rosemary for details) 

September 

The Traidcraft Prayer 
 
 

Loving Father 

Throughout your written Word 

And through the life of Jesus Christ 

Your living Word 

We clearly see Your heart for Grace, 

And Your passion for Justice. 

We thank you that you love the poor 

and the marginalised; 

We recognise our own poverty before you; 

We want to be filled to overflowing 

With your love for the poor, 

And your rejection of oppression  

and exploitation. 

We are your servants in this world; 

This beautiful world, this corrupted world. 

Thank you for the gifts you’ve given  
each one of us, 

Especially the gifts you’ve given to 

farmers and artisans throughout the world. 

Thank you for the world’s resources, 
and the possibilities of trade 

Bless all those who work for Fair Trade; 

As we seek to fight poverty through trade, 

Use our work to further your  

Kingdom of Grace and Justice; 

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Amen 

This summer, Traid-
craft is shouting loud 
and clear that justice 
matters.   

 

It's why Traidcraft 
campaigns for all 
business to be fair. 
And it's why we're 
calling for British 
businesses to be 
prosecuted if they 
abuse or harm     
people abroad.   

 

We're aiming to get 
25,000 people to 
sign the Justice  
Matters petition to 
send  a  c lea r       
message to the   
British government 

that we've had enough of British businesses 
abusing and    exploiting people in developing 
countries, and getting away with it. 

 

People who work for or even just live near the 
operations of some irresponsible British     
companies are suffering. 
 
 Livelihoods are destroyed by toxic       
         pollution. 
 People are forced out of their homes to 

make way for new mines or plantations.  
  Anyone who questions what is going on 

is threatened with violence. 
 

We wouldn’t find this acceptable – so 
why should they? 
 
At the moment there is a gap in British law 
which means that it's almost impossible to 
prosecute big companies for causing serious 
harm abroad. 
There have been 303 allegations of serious 
abuse by 127 British companies over the last 
ten years - but not one prosecution. That needs 
to change. 
 
Traidcraft thinks justice matters in business. 
 
If you agree, add your name to the Justice  
Matters petition in church. 
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our peril.     

 

The end of summer and the beginning of   
autumn is just one indication of God at work. 
‘Harvest’ is often used as a biblical metaphor, 
representing the work of God in the world. 
Psalm 126 talks of ‘those who go out     
weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall 
come home with shouts of joy’. So seed time 
and harvest picture those who turn to Jesus, 
Jesus being both one with God, and the   
Saviour who will lift us to God’s company. 
With God’s grace, our own personal spring 
and summer reflect a spiritual growth, a    
widening awareness of God at work in the 
world - at work in us and glimpsed at work in 
those we come across in our human and 
needy lives.   

 

All of which is perhaps a long introduction to 
the Harvest services on 9

th
 October including 

a special service at 5.00 pm to celebrate  
Harvest and the wonders of God’s created 
universe. It is also a way of reminding us  
that a part of the Christian call is to bring   
others to recognise Jesus working in their 
lives. Over the next months we at Old 
Church, together with others in the Diocese, 
will be turning our minds to Growing the 
Church both in numbers and in spiritual    
confidence, ‘For we are God’s servants, 
working together.’ (I Corinthians 3:9).        Paul Martin 

N o t  t h e  V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

A quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles heralded 
the joyful occasion of Julie and Eddie’s     
marriage on Saturday 3

rd
 September. The 

wedding bells continued to ring out as the    
happy couple posed for photographs after the      
service. 
The final “Fellowship Walk” of the year was a 
gentle stroll round the RSPB site in Sandwell 
Valley Country Park. The walkers were 
blessed with fine weather and a good show of  

the avian life could be viewed from the hide 
overlooking the lake. 
Holy Cross day was marked with a service of 
Readings and Hymns. It was good to welcome 
members of the congregations of Holy Trinity 
and St Matthew’s churches to Old Church for 
the service. 
A Table Top Sale  held in the Dorothy Parkes’ 
Centre was well attended and raised funds  
towards the upkeep of the church. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

John Keats’ description of autumn, as a 
‘Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’ (To 
Autumn), rich with images of vines and nuts 
and bees still at work, speaks romantically of 
an experience of life very different from our 
own. When Keats walked the English country-
side in the autumn of 1819, he saw the     
wonders of the ripening harvest, the direction 
of life moving inevitably to death, and harvest 
as a means of surviving the inevitable cold of 
winter.  

 

This is a life that I experience only in part. 
Globalisation, high-technology agriculture, 
and the luxury of an adequate income      
mean that I have little immediate contact    
with ‘harvest’. Now the arrival of autumn has 
more to do with the dampness of the early       
mornings, the cool of the evenings and a   
concern whether the central heating pump 
has seized over the summer – even how often 
we can afford to run the central heating, given 
the rising costs of energy. Yet, at some level, 
we all understand, even if politicians and   
captains of industry appear not to, that,        
ultimately, all life depends on the cycles of the 
seasons, on life, growth, death and new life. 
‘As long as the earth endures, seed time and 
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
day and night, shall not cease’ (Genesis 
8:22). We exploit and abuse God’s creation at 



 Visit to Singers Hill 

Synagogue 

2nd 50th Anniversary celebration of   
Rev’d Michael Goss’ ordination to   
the Priesthood 

8th 7.00 pm Harvest Supper & Talent 
Show  in the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 

9th 5.00 pm Celebration of Harvest and 
the Wonders of God’s Created     
Universe 

26th From 6.00 pm - 8.00 pm Soul Space  
in Old Church 

27th  2.30 pm meet for Prayers in Old 
Church (see Rosemary for details) 

29th 7.00 pm Fundraiser Fashion Show     
& Clothes Sale in the DPC 

30th 3.00 pm & 5.00 pm All Souls’            
Memorial Service 

October 

 

The Old Church    

 
I enter the church  and find 
it is full of light 

with beautiful glass windows 
colours full of light. 

  
I enter the church  and find 

flowers rich in bloom 
flowing round the room,  

colours to delight. 

  
I enter the church  and find 

it is filled with love, 
a church full of love, 

colours filled with light. 
  

I have left the church and hear 
beautiful sounds .. sounds, 

peals of bells 
sounding from above. 

  
I have felt the love, 

I have felt the light   of 
The Old Church. 

 Carolyn Percival 

On Sunday 11
th
 September  a group of six 

adults and five children from Junior Church  
visited the Open Day at Singers Hill          
Synagogue.  

 

Singers Hill Synagogue is home to the          
Birmingham Hebrew Congregation and has 
been the focal point for Jewish worship and 
community life in Birmingham for 159 years. It  
is the oldest and largest Victorian synagogue 
still in use for daily worship in the UK.   

 

The group were warmly welcomed and Peter, 
one of the guides, showed them around the 
building pointing out interesting features and 
answering questions.  

 

The synagogue is lit by large, elaborate    
chandeliers and 26 round headed, stained 
glass Hardman windows portraying scenes 
from the Old Testament with a small           
number commemorating the founding of the 
State of Israel and Jewish sufferings during 
World War II. 

 

Of particular interest were the Scrolls of    
Scripture which are treated with much respect 
and ceremony and must be carried on the right 
hand shoulder to the podium to be read.   

 

Thus this worthwhile enjoyable experience  

provided the group from Old Church with an 

insight into Jewish history, tradition, symbols 

and customs in this beautiful old synagogue. 
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when we recall the injustice and oppressions 
that has been prevalent at home and abroad, 
it is the light of hope that calls us to a better 
future.   
 

When we remember a loved one who has 
died, either recently or a long time ago, and 
when we journey alongside someone who 
carries within them the dull, lingering ache of 
grief, it is the light of hope that calls into a   
future where new possibilities lie. 
 

We can not change what has happened in 
the past, nothing can.  But we can remember 
for the future; we can remember in ways that 
enable the past to inspire us and encourage 
us to reshape the world and our lives within it. 
 

That’s why we are having a service of prayer 
for justice and peace on Remembrance   
Sunday, in which we will have the opportunity 
to envision the future through the eyes of the 
past. And that’s why we will be prayerfully 
knitting baby blankets for Advent; that’s why, 
as we focus on the coming of the Christ Child 
at Christmas, we will be remembering those 
for whom expecting a child is a time of great 
anxiety and those for whom birth brings with it 
a sense of despair and deep concern.  We 
will be knitting in the hope that our blankets 
will make just a little bit of difference for the 
future of those who receive them. 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

On Sunday 2
rd

 October Rev’d Michael Goss 
celebrated 50 years as an ordained priest. 
The service of Holy Communion was attended 
by many of his family and friends and was  
followed by a buffet lunch at the Dorothy 
Parkes’ Centre. 
A good number including friends from Holy 
Trinity enjoyed the Harvest Supper on 8th  

October. A “Ploughman’s Lunch” was followed 
by a variety of pies and cakes. The “in house” 
entertainment, compèred by Jean  introduced 
a variety of acts that revealed the talents of 
many.  
The Harvest service followed on Sunday 
morning during which an offertory of food was 
presented  in support of the Food Bank.  Contd  

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

In the life of our church, November is a month 
that provides opportunities for remembering.   
We will have memorial services where we will 
remember those we have loved and lost, and 
we will hold our Remembrance service, where 
we will remember the victims of war, past and 
present. 
 

Although, these are familiar annual services, 
they are not the only opportunities for          
remembering at this time of year.  We will also 
gather for a ‘service of prayer for justice and 
peace’ and there will be an opportunity to   
knit baby blankets during Advent. These two   
opportunities are perhaps less familiar ways 
to exercise, what we might refer to as, the  
discipline of remembering. This is primarily 
because we associate remembering with the 
recollection of past events. 
 

But remembering is not that straight forward; it 
cannot be confined exclusively to the past.  
The past and the future are somehow         
inextricably linked. Mysteriously, and often 
against all odds, we carry within us the light of 
hope. However small and insignificant this 
light is, when we reflect on the difficult aspects 
of the past such as war and loss, hope some-
how has the capacity to call us into the future.  
 

When we reflect on the atrocities of the     
past and the damage they have caused to  
individuals, communities and nations, and 



Discover Traidcraft 

Trading at Old Church  

6th 3.00 pm A service of remembering at 
Old Church for the loss of a baby,     
before or after birth. 

7th 7.30 pm PCC meeting at the Vicarage 

8th 7.30 pm Deanery Synod meeting  at  
St John’s Langley 

13th REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
10.15 am Service of Holy Communion  
5.00 pm a Service of Prayer for      
Justice and Peace  

24th 11.00 am A service at Penmakers’ 
Court 

26th  CHRISTMAS FAYRE  from 11.00 am –
4.00 pm at the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 

27th 5.00 pm  A candle lit service to mark  
the start of Advent at Old Church 

November 

 

Our Traidcraft Shop at Old 

Church is a continuing part of 

the international network for 

helping people from many poor         

backgrounds to sell their goods throughout 

the world.   

Old Church’s own Traidcraft Trader is  
Rosemary Guest.  She is seeking a volunteer 

to work with her in this vital and fulfilling 

role. 

The Traidcraft Shop is open after church  

on the 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month. 

If you wish to know more contact Rosemary. 
 

  
  

  

 On: November 26th 2016 

From: 11.00 am - 4.00 pm  

At; The Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 

Handmade crafts…Choir…Victorian Tea 
Room…Homemade produce…Christmas 

Games & Tombola…Decorations…Raffle…  
and much more! 

Later that day the evening service was a 
”Meditation for Harvest and the Wonders of 
God’s Created Universe”. Whilst giving thanks 
for the earth’s bounty, we reflected on human-
kind’s over exploitation of the Earth’s resources 
and the impact that this has on the world’s 
poorest people. 
October saw the start of the restoration work 
on the church’s plasterwork which was         
severely damaged by incoming rain water    
following the theft of lead from the roof. Apart 
from funerals, midweek services and meetings 
in church have been cancelled to enable the 
restoration work to proceed smoothly. 

L a s t  M o n t h ’ s  
N e w s  

 

Knitting for Advent 

As we explore what it 

means to expect the birth 
of the Christ child this year, 

you are invited to knit baby 
blankets which will be 

placed at the altar each 
week and then, when 

Christmas arrives, will be 
sent to a number of    

charities at home and 
abroad. 

 
If you know how to knit, 

there are some patterns 
available. If you would like 

to learn, there will be     

opportunities for that too.  
 

 More information to follow. 

Christmas and Craft Fayre  
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embracing of the present’ (p.2). The meaning 
then, as Keats puts it in his poem ‘Kneeling’, is 
not necessarily in the outcome but, rather, in 
the waiting itself, and all that it can reveal.  His 
poem reads: 
 

Kneeling 
 

Moments of great calm, 
Kneeling before an altar 
Of wood in a stone church 
In summer, waiting for the God 
To speak; the air a staircase 
For silence; the sun’s light 
Ringing me, as though I acted 
A great role. And the audiences 
Still; all that close throng 
Of spirits waiting, as I, 
For the message. 
Prompt me, God; 
But not yet. When I speak, 
Though it be you who speak 
Through me, something is lost. 
The meaning is in the waiting. 
 

Advent waiting can best be described as a  
spiritual discipline. It is not forced on us, in the 
way that many other periods of waiting are, 
rather it is something we choose to enter into.  
And we do so in the belief that it will reveal 
more fully what the birth of the Christ child 
might mean for us and for the world in which we 
live.  
 

So, I wish you a fruitful Advent and a joyous 
and hope filled Christmas – when it comes! 

V i c a r ’ s  V o i c e  

P a s t  M o n t h ’ s  N e w s  

A lively “Shop2Drop” event was held at the end 
of October raising £600 for Church funds. 
On Sunday 30

th
 October two “All Souls” services 

were held to commemorate the departed.      
The following Sunday a memorial service for the 
loss of a baby before or after birth took place. 
On Remembrance Sunday we commemorated 
the dead of both world wars and subsequent 
conflicts. A special evening service reflected on 

the causes of conflict in our world today following 
a successful half-muffled quarter peal rung in        
memory of Private Horace Howell. 
Restoration work on the church’s plasterwork is 
proceeding smoothly. 
The timing clock on the church’s central heating 
system has been replaced and hopefully  we can 
look forward to worshipping in a reasonably 
warm building during the coming winter months. 

O P E N  T O  A L L — O P E N  T O  G O D  

Imagine entering a room and finding a        
beautifully wrapped present on a table; attached 
to the present is a label that reads: ‘This present 
is for you but don’t open it now … wait.’ (Gooder,P. 

The Meaning is in the Waiting. Canterbury Press 2008.  P.2) 
 

This is how Paula Gooder begins her reflection 
on the value of waiting in her Advent book ‘The 
Meaning is in the Waiting.’  She uses this      
example to highlight some of the feelings that 
are often evoked by waiting and, of course, it 
does.  When we wait for something that is     
essentially positive, like opening a present, 
many of us struggle because it is counter-
cultural to wait.  We live in a culture that prizes 
instant gratification. As early as September, for 
example, you can have your Christmas and eat 
it!  
 

But, of course, we also struggle when we      
find ourselves waiting for something that is           
potentially hard, such as concerning test results 
or for the ache of grief to lift after the loss of a 
loved one.  This kind of waiting can bring with it 
unbearable stress and anxiety.   
 

So waiting, for something exciting or for some-
thing difficult, can be an unwelcome guest! 
 

Yet, at this time of year, the period we call  Ad-
vent, we are called into a time of self-imposed 
waiting.  But why?  Why put ourselves in this 
position?  Paula Gooder, in her Advent book, 
answers the question by suggesting that, 
‘Advent waiting rests not in  frustration but in 
stillness; not in frenzied anticipation but in an 



 Knitting for Advent 

18th Festive drinks & Mince pies at the    
Vicarage (see invitation below) 

18th 5.00 pm Nine Lessons and Carols 

19th from 1.00 pm - 3.00 pm Art Box     
starting at Old Church 

21st 11.00 am Carol Service at             
Penmakers’ Court 

24th CHRISTMAS EVE   

4.00 pm  Crib Service 
11.30 pm Midnight Mass 

25th  CHRISTMAS DAY   

10.15 am Holy Communion 

31st 8.00 pm New Year’s Eve Party          
at the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 

December 

 

Invitation 
 

 For:  festive drinks and mince pies 
 

At: the vicarage 

On: December 18th from 2pm – 4:30pm 
 

All welcome 
 

Come and leave as you wish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knitting for Advent 
 
 
One of the ways we are encouraging people to 
enter into the spiritual disciple of waiting this 
Advent is by knitting baby blankets, which we 
will send off to various charities at Christmas.  
For some of us it is helpful to engage in a     
repetitive activity that is both productive and,  
at the same time, enables us to free our minds 
in order to reflect on what God is doing in our 
lives.  
There are patterns at the back of church for 
those who want to knit at home.  And for those 
who would like to knit with others, or would like 
to learn to knit simple squares which can be 
sewn together to make blankets, the following 
opportunities are available: 
  

December 6
th

 at 7:30pm at the Vicarage 
December 14

th
 at 2pm at the Vicarage 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Families of all faiths and non are welcome to 

join in with creative activities to explore the 

the e of Getti g ready… , e joy a shared eal, 
plus a short service within Smethwick Old 

Church. 

 

Come and join us for this free event and let us 

do the cooking for you. 

 

Monday December 19
th

 

From 1pm – 3pm 

ART BOX  
for children and families 

Horace Howell 
On 13th November 2016 we commemorated          
Remembrance Sunday at The Old Church. 100 
years previously on 13th November 1916     
Private Horace Howell, formerly of 35     
Cemetery Road, Smethwick died during the 
Battle of the Somme aged 25 years. He left a 
wife, Mary. Prior to enlistment in the South  
Staffordshire Regiment he was a stonemason 
and a bell ringer at both The Old Church and 
St Bartholomew’s Edgbaston.  
Horace was born on 7th April 1891 in Walsall, 
the son of Joseph and Jane Howell. At the time 
of his death his parents lived at 130 Coopers 
Lane. He is buried at Serre Road Cemetery  
No 1 about 20 kilometres south of Arras in the 
Pas de Calais. His memorial stone there is  
inscribed with the message  “We shall meet in 
the Great Beyond” from his father. His sacrifice 
is also commemorated on the Memorial Plaque 
in The Old Church.   
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