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This marks the launch of our newlook Newsletter. The last time a
Newsletter was published at Old
Church was in June 2017. As I
started writing this, I was
reminded of just how much has
happened in the world since then,
much of it distressing. News
headlines have included:

feelings. The world is bruised and
broken and that can be hard to
bear.

We are currently in Lent where our
attention is turned to the suffering
faced by Christ, suffering which
ultimately ended in his death on
the cross. It’s not difficult in this
season to map our stories of
‘2017 deemed deadliest year for suffering onto this big and central
mass shootings in modern US story of our faith.
history’.
But, of course, this doesn’t mark
‘Grenfell Tower fire ripped out the end. Easter Sunday is the day
heart of community'
on which our hard walk through
‘Vehicular terrorist attacks hit Lent, and the dark days of Holy
some of Europe’s most popular Week, give way to the joy of the
resurrection. The church that
tourist destinations’
began Lent by removing flowers,
‘children were among the 22 and will end stripped bare, will be
killed in a suicide bombing after filled with light and colour as we,
an Ariana Grande concert at once again, sing, ‘Jesus Christ is
Britain’s Manchester Arena’.
risen today’.
‘A hurricane season unlike any The contrast is stark and it’s
other as Harvey, Irma and Maria meant to be. But how do we hold
cause devastation’
together pain and suffering with
These headlines, amongst others, the joy of Easter? Maybe we start
indicate how many people across by letting Easter remind us that
the world face immense suffering we can face into our struggles,
and how quickly we move from because the darkness of suffering
one troubling headline to another. has been penetrated and infused
And, of course, we also carry our with God’s light and hope.
personal news headlines which On Easter day we will celebrate
speak of the struggles we face. the endless creative power of God
These headlines, whether they be to generate new things. The
national or global, public or parched wilderness of the cross
personal, can evoke difficult becomes for us a living stream.

Holy Week and Easter Services
March 26th, 27th & 28thth at 7pm … Night Prayer with Holy Week
Meditation.
March 29th at 8pm…. Maundy Thursday Holy Communion with Foot
Washing.
March 30th - 12noon – 3pm…. Good Friday Service.
March 31st at 8pm…. Service of Light.
April 1st at 10:15am ..Easter Service of Holy Communion.

The Old Church - Why was it built? Why is it called Old Church?
In the 1700’s those residents of Smethwick
who wished to attend church had to endure a
4 hour round trip on foot to the “local” parish
church of St Peter, Harborne This was not
pleasant, particularly in winter, and it was
often dangerous as ruffians from Birmingham
used to lurk in Lord’s Wood to rob any
passersby.
It was then deemed that the growth of
Smethwick’s population warranted its own
church. Dorothy Parkes, the daughter of
Thomas Parkes (a wealthy Birmingham iron
founder) left sufficient funds in her will to
endow the building of a church, vicarage and
school together with the funding of a vicar.

Dorothy Parkes died in 1728 and the chapel
was completed in 1732.
The chapel provided seating for 200 and is
built in the early Georgian style reflecting the
influence of Sir Christopher Wren. It was
originally known as Parkes’ chapel but when
some 100 years later, Holy Trinity church was
built Parkes’ Chapel became known as
Smethwick Old Church.
Dorothy Parkes was a great benefactor and
her trust is still active today. Old Church has
no dedication to a saint and therefore no
patronal festival. However, we will celebrate
Dorothy Parkes’ generous legacy at our
Summer Festival.

Our Journey to Smethwick Old Church - Anne and Charles
Prior to moving to the UK Charles and I were
qualified professionals educated to degree
level; Charles a Social Worker and myself as
a teacher, living in Zimbabwe and leading a
middle class life. However,
Zimbabwe has experienced
an economic and political
decline. We relocated to the
UK, initially on a 5 year work
permit for highly skilled
professionals headhunted
from abroad. We have since
obtained British citizenship
and therefore currently hold
dual nationality.
We were introduced to
Smethwick Old Church by a
family friend who was
already attending the church
in 2003, after we asked about the nearest
Anglican Church soon after relocating to the
UK. We were Anglicans from our homeland. I
was already baptised and confirmed in my
teens. My husband Charles and our children
were baptised and confirmed at Smethwick
Old Church in 2003.
We used to live near Victoria Park and about
half a mile from Smethwick Old Church up
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until 2005 when we moved to our own house
near Rowley Regis. We have maintained our
ties with Old Church as this is where we
reconnected our faith journey and made some
significant
relationships.
Although we sometimes
attend a church closer to
where we now live if we
can’t get to Old Church,
we still perceive Old
Church as our main place
of worship.
Of course living here has
its own challenges, in
regard to language,
culture, diversity and not
forgetting the weather.
Services in my home
country are in both
English and my language which I sometimes
miss. To address the need to have the church
service in our own language, the Bishop of
Birmingham has granted our request as a
Zimbabwean community to have monthly
services in Newtown at St George’s Church
where the order of service and hymns are the
same but they are led and sung in our own
language, by Priests from Zimbabwe.
T h e O ld C h u r c h N e ws

Focus on………..A Trainee Reader - Wendy
My faith journey began at Old
Church during the season of Lent
23 years ago. A real sense of the
presence of the Holy Spirit, as my
family and I were welcomed into the
church family, captivated and
sparked a
responsive flame
within me. Throughout these 23
years I have been privileged
with outstanding support from
clergy and laity in exploring and
deepening my faith. After confirmation at Old Church in 1996, I
completed the 3D course followed
some years later by training for Lay
Pastoral Ministry.
Being blessed with so many
opportunities for learning about the Christian
faith has by no means diminished my
appetite leading me to a period of

prayerful discernment for the next
step. Discerning the next step was
not a quick and easy decision, it
was, in itself, a prolonged and
arduous journey where, with the
support of the PCC, I felt led by
God to go forward for Reader
Ministry training.
The training has opened up a
new layer of learning about the
Christian faith and has proven both
enlightening and challenging. It
is an intensive course with both
weekly and some weekend
meetings with tutors who assist us
to explore and prayerfully reflect
upon OT and NT readings; differing
aspects of worship; liturgical styles;
mission; sermon preparation and leading
worship.

The Dorothy Parkes’ Centre
Do you have a spare couple of
hours once every three months?
Are you passionate about the
centre? Do you want to be a
voice for our key stakeholders?
Would you like to meet our
Board of Trustees?
We are looking to create a group of
key
stakeholders, including group leaders, group

participants, staff, volunteers, local councillors,
local police, members of Smethwick Old Church
etc to meet once a quarter and share thoughts,
ideas, issues, good news stories regarding the
centre and to discuss the short and long term
aims of the centre.
If you are interested please leave your name
and telephone number with a staff member or
email ceo@dorothyparkes.org

Question Corner
Question : I was at a baby’s
Baptism a few months ago and
watched the vicar light a Baptism
candle from a large candle situated
on a candle stand beside the altar.
What’s the significance of this
candle?
Answer ; This candle is called the Paschal
Candle and is a rich symbol of the Christian faith.
It is made of beeswax which represents the purity
of Christ; the candle’s wick signifies Christ’s
humanity and the flame His divine nature. The
Paschal candle at Old Church is decorated with a
number of Christian symbols; the cross which
V o lu m e 1 , I s s u e 1

represents the sacrifice of Christ and the first and
last letters of the Greek alphabet (Alpha and
Omega) to signify that He is the beginning and
the end;
There is a new Paschal candle every Easter. It
is lit during the Easter Vigil service on Holy
Saturday night, which this year falls on March
31st. It will be lit using a light from a fire which is
kindled in a metal bowl outside of the church. It
is then carried, as part of a procession, into a
dark church, serving as an image of the
Resurrection. The candle, which represents
Christ himself, is placed on a special Paschal
candle stand near the altar and will symbolise
the light of Christ throughout the year.
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April 1st Baptism of Ethan Michael Alexander
April 8th Baptism of Henry David & Oliver Benjamin
April 8th 5pm at Old Church - A Service of Holy Communion with prayers for healing
April 10th, 17th, 24th, May 1st, May 8th & 15th 7pm - 9pm at Old Church – The Pilgrim Course.
April 26th 11am at Penmakers Court – A seasonal service of the Word
April 28th 7pm at The Dorothy Parkes’ Centre – Shop2Drop
April 29th 12noon at The Dorothy Parkes’ Centre – Annual Parochial Church Meeting
May 6th Baptism of Larrissiyah Rihanna
May 13th 5pm at Old Church – Songs of Praise
May 20th 2pm – Walk and Talk (place to be arranged)
May 24th 11 am at Penmakers Court – A seasonal service of the Word
June 20th 7pm at Old Church – The first session of the Bible Study course on Ephesians
June 21st 11am at Penmakers Court – A seasonal service of the Word

The Annual Church meeting Sunday April 29th
This meeting is in two parts. The first part, which starts at 12noon, is called the Vestry Meeting.
This is the meeting at which churchwardens are elected.
The second part, which starts immediately after the first, is the Annual Parochial Church Meeting
(APCM). At this meeting PCC members are elected, the annual report is presented and verbal
reports are given by the Church Wardens, Treasurer and the Vicar.
Please attend if you can.

News from the Editorial team…..
The period after Christmas, with the weather
being more typically winter this year, seems to
have been a gloomy time despite the gradual
lengthening of daylight hours. However there
has been several special services at Old
Church; Epiphany was marked with a service of
seasonal hymns and readings; Ash Wednesday
when those attending were marked with the sign
of the cross using the ash produced from
the burning of last year’s Palm Crosses and
Mothering Sunday when everyone was given a
posy of daffodils.
Julie, the Family Support Manager for ’Action for
Children’ Cape Hill wishes to thank all those at
Old Church who donated gifts during Advent.
These were used to provide basic food parcels
for some 50 vulnerable families. Julie is now
receiving donations of Easter eggs.
Despite the second ‘beast from the east’ the Lip
Sync evening was a great success. Again we

were amused by stars from the world of
entertainment and featured such celebrities as
Abba, Sister Act, Elton John, Judy Garland,
Bruno Mars and Screaming Lord Sutch. The
evening was ably compered by Dame Judi
Dench and raised some £370 for church funds.
Special thanks go to Mandy and Rob for
organizing the event.
We hope you like the new format of our
newsletter which we intend to produce on a
quarterly basis. The editorial team, Audrey and
Colin, would be delighted to receive your
comments, complimentary or otherwise, to
enable them to provide an informative voice for
Old Church. They would also welcome any news
or articles that you may
have that would be
suitable
for future
editions of The Old
Church News.
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Summer 2018

Whether we recognise it or not,
we are all interconnected. We are
bound together through the food
that we eat and the clothes we
shop for and wear; we are bound
together by our human longing
for life and for love and we are
bound together by the troubling
changes to our fragile planet.
And wherever we come from,
and whatever our particular
circumstances, we are touched
by the same things: love and loss,
fear and hope, joy and sadness.
This is to name but a few things
that connect us to people near
and far. We are, in fact, bound
together in many ways, most of
which we rarely think about.
Each week as we gather to share
Communion we are reminded, at
the point the bread is broken, that
we are all part of ‘one body’ in
Christ. This interconnectedness
is a gift from God, as is the gift of
diversity which God appears to
rejoice in. This is evident at a
global level and is equally evident
in the local communities to which
we are attached, including our
church community. These gifts of
diversity and interconnectedness
give us much to celebrate and
that’s why ‘Our diversity’ was
chosen as the theme for the Old
Church Festival this year.
It was a real joy to be able to
celebrate our diversity during the
festival and at the festival service.
In fact, it has been a real joy
throughout this year to be
reminded, time and again, about

how Old Church provides a real
sense of belonging and welcome
to such a vibrant and diverse
group of people.
The celebration of our diversity
has led the PCC to consider the
possibility of formally registering
with an organisation called
‘Inclusive Church’. Inclusive
Church is an educational charity
which was founded in 2003 and
unites churches and individuals
together around the following
statement of belief:
"We believe in inclusive Church church which does not
discriminate, on any level, on
grounds of economic power,
gender, mental health, physical
ability, race or sexuality. We
believe in Church which welcomes
and serves all people in the
name of Jesus Christ; which is
scripturally faithful; which seeks to
proclaim the Gospel afresh for
each generation; and which, in the
power of the Holy Spirit, allows all
people to grasp how wide and
long and high and deep is the love
of Jesus Christ." (www.inclusivechurch.org)
We are very much looking forward
to what we celebrate within our
church life, being publicly
registered. So, as the summer
unfolds and the rich, colourful
diversity of creation continues to
show itself in our green spaces
and beyond, let us take the time to
notice, and to celebrate, how this
is revealed in our life together as
the body of Christ in this place.

Smethwick Old Church & The Dorothy
Parkes Centre are holding their next big
joint fundraising event. It’s a Summer Fayre
and will take place on Saturday 21st July
2018 from 10.30am - 3pm.
There will be a range of fun activities for all
ages including refreshments, an Eco-Bus,
craft stalls, games, children’s activities and
much more. Entry is free and everyone is
welcome! The money raised will be split
equally between the Centre and the church.

Dorothy Parkes
Dorothy was the only
child of Thomas Parkes,
a wealthy Birmingham
Iron Founder. She was
born in our parish on
16th September 1644
during the English Civil
War.
She was very concerned about the lives of the
people of the Smethwick settlement and in
1719 set up a Trust to build our Church. She
also provided funds for a school, vicarage, a
minister and the provision of communion
bread and wine.
Additionally, £10 per year was given to
provide a weekly dole of penny loaves, warm
coats for three ladies and bibles for the poor.

Dorothy Parkes died on 7th June 1727, aged
82 years, and the Trust was enacted and still
exists today.
On her death she was buried at St Peter’s
Church in Harborne. Parkes’ Chapel, now
known as Smethwick Old Church, was a
chapel of ease to St Peter’s and was
consecrated in September 1732. Two years
later the remains of Dorothy Parkes were
reinterred at Old Church.
A beautiful memorial on the south side of the
chancel, close to where she was buried, was
erected describing her virtues and charities.
"She was adorned with all the amiable virtues
of the mind and was graceful and agreeable
in her person spending her life in Piety,
Devotion and Charity".

Our Journey to Smethwick Old Church - Jean and Paul
Paul and Jean came to Old Church in June
2007 because their first daughter was
married here. They liked the
friendliness and so they
stayed.
Jean comes from
Tewkesbury and Paul from
South London. They met as
students in Durham and
again in London, but that is
another story. Jean has
spent all her life as a
teacher, working mostly in
classes variously described
as Remedial, Special
Opportunity or Moderate
Learning Difficulties. She was for some years
a member of the Birmingham Support Team
until it was abolished; her distrust of phonics
became well-known. She held senior
positions at Grove Lane in Handsworth and
Hallmoor in Kitts Green. Latterly Jean tutored
Nursery Assistants from the University of
Worcester.
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Paul taught briefly at Wandsworth School
before twenty-five years as a Producer/
Director in ITV, working for
Public Service Broadcasting,
mostly education. He (nearly)
won lots of awards. He was
made
redundant in 1995
with everyone else. Paul
taught English at the
Brasshouse and both he and
Jean moved to Beijing in
2001 working with Chinese
undergraduates. Paul ended
up at Aston University, as
Director of programmes in
China and Japan. They are
both now very old. Jean has retired six times
and Paul only once.
It is intriguing how life takes you to novel
places and into unexpected situations. Paul
and Jean are delighted to have found Old
Church with its warm welcome and genuine
inclusivity. It is good to be here, to have
known Nigel and to know Deb.
T h e O ld C h u r c h N e ws

Focus on……… Stella
Who is the first person that you think of when
you say Old Church personalities? For many
people it would be Stella. My grandad once
said to me that “they broke the mould when
they made Stella”; this is certainly true and
we wouldn’t have it any other way. So let’s
find out a bit more about this magnificent
woman.
Stella was born on August 16th 1927 and
was the third daughter to her parents.
Unfortunately the second child, Jessica died
of pneumonia a few months before Stella was
born. Stella was raised by her father alongside her eldest sister.
One of the stories Stella told me was about
her father selling the sweet ration tickets so
he could get clothes ration tickets to buy her
some knickers. That he did everything he
could to make sure they were looked after.
Now she may speak so highly of her father

but she is just like him. She provides us all
with sweets on a Sunday, maybe along with
a bit of gip, but her heart is always at the
centre of it all; and she is the same with
everyone no matter who you are.
When she visited me in hospital, I could
hear her before I saw her on the ward.
Straight away she was bossing the doctors
and nurses around, demanding that they
look after me and make me better. Despite
her confidence and forcefulness they all
knew it came from the heart and it made
them smile. Each and every one of them
loved her. She made their day and I can
certainly say she brought a glimmer of
sunshine into the hospital that day.
I, like so many others, feel privileged to
have gotten to know and spend virtually
every Sunday with this absolutely
fascinating woman.

Church News
During the Old Church
Festival 2018 the altar was
decorated with the colours
of the rainbow as a sign of
the inclusive nature of the
Old Church community,
‘All are welcome.’

The Archdeacon’s Visitation
was held at Holy Trinity Church
Smethwick when Matthew
Turley and Rosie Eynon took
the oath of office as churchwardens for another year.

Question Corner
Question : What is your favourite colour?
Answer ; Red may suggest you like to be
warm or even hot. Blue is your colour if open
spaces of sea and sky give you joy even on a
cold day. Green suggests the growth of plants
and trees. Centuries ago black cloth told
everyone you were of high status because the
dye was very expensive, not that you were in
mourning because of a death.
In the church we have a colour code for
different seasons which attempt to remind us
of the sadness of life but also our joyful belief.
White is the colour of light containing the
spectrum of the rainbow. At Christmas and
Easter altar frontals and vestments are this
colour, reminding us of the birth into this world
of Jesus and his joyful resurrection. Gold is
also used in these seasons.
V o lu m e 1 I s s u e 2

Red reminds us of fire and the coming of the
Holy Spirit as tongues of flame at Pentecost
and it is also used to celebrate the martyr
saints who died for their faith in Jesus.
Purple is used to convey mourning during
the forty days of Lent which precedes Easter
when we remember Jesus fasting in the
wilderness. The same colour is used in
Advent during the four weeks of waiting
leading up to Christmas but blue is also used
at this time.
Green is used when none of these seasons
are being celebrated reminding us of God’s
glory in all living things. The use of flowers
can also enhance the colour schemes of
churches bringing a greater awareness of
the blessing of sight and even the changing
visual moods of visual perception.
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July 21st - Summer Fayre at the Dorothy Parkes Centre
July 22nd - at 6:30pm Confirmation Service at Holy Trinity Church, Smethwick.
July 26th - at 11am Old Church led Service at Penmaker’s Court
August 23rd - at 11am Old Church led Service at Penmaker’s Court
September 27th - at 11am Old Church led Service at Penmaker’s Court
September 29th - Quiet Day at Polesworth Abbey

The PCC Away Day
Following the ‘Big Conversation’ which took place at Old Church on February 25 th, the PCC,
along with some other people who take on particular responsibilities at church, met together
at The Wheel, Blackwell to spend the day discerning what our priorities should be for the
coming year. We considered the three areas of ministry that came to the fore when the
information from the ‘Big Conversation’ was collated, these being children and families work,
diversity and inclusion and community engagement. Those who met worked really hard on
behalf of the church and by the end of our time together three priorities were identified for
immediate consideration. These are as follows:


To introduce a second Sunday service specifically aimed at children and young people.



To liaise with our local school about introducing ‘Open the Book’.



To prepare all our service booklets in English and Farsi alongside each other.

The next stage will be for the PCC to agree timelines for these suggestions and to begin to
implement them. We will keep everyone updated on our progress.

News in Words and Pictures …..

Waterfall of Love and Happiness
The last couple of months have been busy for and visitors alike and reflected the creative and
both the worshipping and social side of our musical talents of many in our local community.
The festival concluded with a service of Holy
church’s life
Communion at which we welcomed one of
The Old Church Festival 2018 featured a our former vicars, the Rev’d Canon Mark Pryce
number of lunchtime recitals, an open-mic to preach. This was followed by a ‘One World
evening and displays of art and flowers. Café Lunch’ at the vicarage offering a diverse
These events were enjoyed by church folk range of delicious food.
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This edition of the Newsletter
comes our way as the seasons
change. In the natural world the
familiar outward signs are
obvious now as leaves turn to
gold and fiery orange and
squirrels scurry about in search of
nuts and seeds to fatten themselves in readiness for the winter.
The summer has faded and the
autumn is upon us.
But these seasonal changes are
not only evident in the natural
world. We are entering into a
period of the church year where
we move from one season to
another.
We are currently in
Creationtide, the season in which
Harvest festivals are celebrated.
As this draws to a close,
we prepare to move into a
season of remembering during
which
the annual All Souls’
memorial services take place and
Remembrance Sunday is
marked. This season will then
give way to Advent, the season in
which we prepare for the birth of
Christ at Christmas.
This is a rich period of church
seasons and, just like in the
natural world, the evidence will be
seen as the colours around us
change. The liturgical colours
move through green to red to

purple. And, just like in the natural
world, we will feel these changes
in the atmosphere as we move
from a season of celebration to
one of quiet reflection.
This period of changing seasons
can provide an opportunity for
prayerful reflection on some of the
deep issues that run through our
lives; springtime and harvest, life
and death, celebration and
remembrance, watching and
waiting. But I guess the question
for all of us is: How do we receive
this opportunity, as the gift it is,
within the frenzy and fretting of our
busy lives?
Perhaps all we can do is stand in
this time, with all its glory and
complexity, and create the time
and space to be in God’s
presence. To allow ourselves to
embrace these seasons with what
St Ignatius refers to as a
‘generosity of spirit’, in other
words, a spirit open to receive.
St Ignatius reminds us of the
importance of growing our
attentiveness to God’s presence
within us and around us; to let
God speak to us of heaven and
earth through the rhythm of the
seasons both in the natural world
and the church community.

Smethwick Foodbank, based in Holy Trinity Church, is now in its
seventh year of service to the local community. Those years have
been turbulent for many people but more particularly for those who
experience poverty on many fronts, including their ability to feed
themselves and their families adequately and, for most, through no
fault of their own.
The foodbank opens each week on Tuesday and Friday afternoons
and is staffed by a diverse number of volunteers, many of whom are
not confessing Christians. The challenge, therefore, to those of us who
are, is to renew our commitment to this work both in the giving of food
and money and in active volunteering, remembering Jesus’ great
challenge to his first followers in Matthew ch24 v18 onwards.

Remembering Horace Howell and Samuel Young
Few, if any, of the current members of the Old
Church congregation have a relative recorded on
the First World War Memorial Tablet at the rear of
the church. We know a little about each of them
and also those that are commemorated by
the characteristic War Graves Commission
gravestones in the churchyard through the
archival research of Yvonne Hadley. There are
interests and activities that connect us over the
100 years since their death.
Two men that had connections with Old Church
were bell-ringers and their sacrifice was
commemorated by members of the current band
of bell-ringers on the anniversary of their deaths.
The first was Horace Howell, a Private in the
South Staffordshire Regiment who died during the
Battle of the Somme on November 13, 1916. He
was a stonemason who lived in Cemetery Road,
most probably in the large house now occupied

by undertakers. There are gravestones in The
Uplands Cemetery that bear his name. His own
gravestone, in a rural cemetery 20 kilometres
south of Arras, is inscribed with a message from
his father “We shall meet in the Great Beyond”.
His grandson and wife visited the Old Church one
Tuesday afternoon when the church was open.
The second bell-ringer was Samuel Young whose
parents lived on Broomfield to the north of Old
Church. A local newspaper stated that he was well
known in Smethwick. He worked as a turner of
brass gas fittings for Evereds. He served in the
Worcestershire Regiment and was wounded
at Gallipoli in November 1915. Although he
recovered from his injuries, ‘his nerves were
shattered’. He died in the Burntwood Mental
Hospital for Soldiers, Lichfield, in April 1918 and
was buried in The Uplands Cemetery. One can
only speculate why his name was not included on
our Memorial Tablet.

Focus on………. Martyn Roberts

2433897 Sergeant Roberts M, Coldstream
Guards from January 1974 for 22 years, with
tours of duty in Northern Ireland, Cyprus,
Germany, UK and the Training Division. As a
guardsman he Trooped the Colours, stood
guard at Buckingham Palace and other royal
palaces and was on parade when the Queen
presented new colours to the regiment.
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However, we know him better as Martyn the
sidesman who greets us with his friendly
smile on a Sunday morning. He first came to
Old Church in 2005 and married Beverly in
2006.
As a past serving soldier he plays a leading
role in our annual Remembrance Day
service. When remembering the fallen he
thinks of the many that were lost in the
conflicts around the world. He has special
memories of friends in the Welsh and Scots
Guards who gave their lives in the battle for
the Falklands, those who were aboard the
ship HMS Galahad and those liberating
Stanley.
Martyn says “We safeguard the memory of
those who fought and died in conflict, men
and women, who throughout the years have
volunteered to serve and lay down their lives
for us all.”
“When I enlisted it was not for reasons of
Queen and Country, but for adventure and
comradeship. However, the Guards soon
taught you Service and Duty.”
T h e O ld C h u r c h N e ws

My Journey to Old Church…….. Irene
Smethwick has always been my home. I was born
and brought up in Grove Lane, Smethwick. I
married my late husband Don at St Matthews
Church. As wages weren’t very high in those days,
we had to live with Don’s mother until, after seven
years, we had saved enough money for a deposit
on our house in Rosefield Road. This has been
our home ever since.
Religion has been part of my life from when I was
a small child and I attended the Methodist church
until I was eighteen. At that age things began to
happen in my life - my mother passed away so I
stopped going to work to take over the role of
looking after my dad, my brothers and sister until I
married two years later. With all those changes I
didn’t have time to attend church very often during
that period of my life.
After a few years at Rosefield Road I was asked
by a neighbour if I would be interested in going to
Old Church. At first it felt a bit strange but soon I
began to feel at home having received a friendly

and
warm
welcome
from
everybody. Now I
try to be as
welcom ing
to
everyone.
I
soon
found
myself involved in
many
of
the
church’s activities
including cleaning,
flower arranging
and helping with social activities such as fetes,
jumble sales and dances. I also helped with the
Sunday School for seven years.
In my working life I enjoyed being a shop
assistant amongst other jobs. After retirement I
was an Avon Rep for fifteen years. I also
worked as a volunteer at City Hospital for ten
years.
I love my church and thank everyone for being
friends with my late husband Don and myself.

Theme for Advent 2018
The message of Christmas is that God chooses
to make a home with us. But for a story about
home, we find a lot of homelessness. The events
and context of the Christmas story teach us much
about what it means to be at home and also what
it means to be without a home. This will be the
theme for Advent 2018.

In addition to exploring this through reflection and
prayer, there will be the opportunity to respond
practically by supporting the work of Foodbank, an
organization helping asylum seekers and
refugees, a homeless hostel and a home for
injured and orphaned animals.

Question Corner
Question:What
is
Advent?
Answer ; Advent is the season leading up to
Christmas, traditionally seen as a time of
watching and waiting. It includes four Sundays,
when the liturgical colour is purple. This year,
the first Sunday of Advent falls on December
2nd.
In these days of instant communication, thanks
to email and mobile phones, it might seem that
waiting is a dying art. But there’s no escaping it
altogether: it still takes time for a baby to
develop in the womb, or for a wound to heal.
Sometimes waiting is excruciating: we pace up
and down, or bite our nails, to relieve the
anxious tension.
Advent, however, celebrates a different kind of
waiting, whose keynote is expectation. We wait
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not in resignation or dread, but in joyful
anticipation, trusting that out of this present
time of uncertainty something new will emerge.
One aspect of that kind of waiting is watching:
looking out for the signs of God’s purposes.
Clues are all around us in the here and now.
As the poet R. S. Thomas wrote, ‘The meaning
is in the waiting’. Let’s be honest: Advent is
also a time of frantic rushing around getting
ready for Christmas. Taking time to escape
the busyness may seem impossible. But let’s
try to be mindful of why we are doing what we
are, and enjoy the preparations. December is
full of memorable sights, sounds and smells.
Watch a snowflake, listen to a bell, sing a
carol, or taste a mince pie. And may your
Advent be a time of blessing.
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October 11th at 6.30pm - the Dorothy Parkes Centre Annual General Meeting at the DPC
October 20th at 7.00pm - Shop2Drop at the DPC.
October 25th at 11an – Service at Penmakers Court
October 28th at 12noon – One World Café lunch at the DPC.
November 4th at 3pm and 5pm – The Annual Memorial Services at Old Church.
November 6th at 7:30pm – Deanery Synod at St Paul’s Blackheath.
November 11th at 5pm – Service of prayer for Justice and Peace at Old Church.
November 29th at 11am – Service at Penmakers Court
December 16th at 2pm – Festive drinks and nibbles at the Vicarage
December 16th at 5pm – Nine Lessons and Carols at Old Church.

CHRISTMAS FAYRE on December 1st 2018
at the Dorothy Parkes Centre
9.30 - 10.30am…Breakfast with Santa
10am - 3pm…Craft Stalls…Games... Performances…
Food & Drink… & MUCH MORE!

Church News
Update on the PCC Away Day.

Quiet

Day.

The PCC has continued to develop the ideas
that came out of the Away Day we held
earlier this year. Preparation is now underway for introducing a new all-age service on
Sundays at 12:15pm. We plan to hold the first
service early in the new year.
We are in the process of liaising with our
local nursery and school about introducing
‘Open the Book’ and four members of our
congregation will be undertaking a training
day in November.
New service booklets in English and Farsi are
well underway and we hope to have them in
church soon.

On September
29th, nineteen of
us
visited
Polesworth
Abbey
for
a
Quiet
Day.
On arrival we
were greeted by Rev’d Philip Wells who gave
us a lively introduction to the history of the
Abbey.
Following this we were left to
prayerfully explore the Abbey church and its
beautiful grounds. The day ended with a
Eucharist and we all left having felt touched by
the peace of this special place. It’s definitely
worth a return visit.
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Epiphany - stirrings of eternity
Of the four Gospels, it is only
Matthew and Luke that tell the
stories of the birth of Jesus. Luke’s
shepherds, roused by an angel,
make their way to that stable. The
humble surroundings make this just
an ordinary birth - at least if we
overlook the choirs of the heavenly
host. Matthew tells us of the men
from the east, the Magi, bringing
their symbolic gifts. So, this is at the
same time a birth so extraordinary
that people travel great distances to
be there. The infant Jesus was as a
great light, drawing people to Him.
As John’s Gospel has it, that infant
Jesus was indeed ‘the light of the
world’ (John 8:12).
It has become something of a cliché
to talk about Christian life as a
journey. Yet, if we see it that way,
the journey of the Magi was rather
more than just wandering about
randomly to see where they might
end up. Herod told them to search
diligently and that is what they did,
niggling away, never giving up in
search for the source of light. For the
Magi, the end of this journey was a
moment of overwhelming joy; it was
a sense of wonder that brought them
to their knees. Perhaps in our own
lives’ journeys, we niggle away,
trying to find the light, the insight,

that makes sense of it
all. And perhaps, whilst travelling, we
are encouraged by those ‘little
unremembered acts of kindness and
love’ that we offer and receive, a
glimpse of a loving God at work in the
world.
Epiphany points us directly to the one
who defines the ultimate purpose of
our lives. It directs us on our journey
to know God, to respond with trust to
his love shown through Jesus, to
respond with care and compassion to
the needs of others. Indeed, it is a
journey into a mystery. This is not the
public journey of our job application,
of our curriculum vitae. This is a
private journey that talks of trust and
hope, of wonder, yet also of pain and
loneliness and grief. It is a journey
started and nurtured by the hope of
experiencing forgiveness and love.
God’s incarnation, seen in the baby
that was at the end of the Magi’s
search, tells us that whilst we are as
dust in the vastness of creation, it is a
dust that God cherishes, loves and
protects for God himself became dust
in Jesus. Did the Magi return home,
pondering the mysteries and stirrings
of eternity? I hope so, for what drew
them and sent them away rejoicing
was experiencing the wonders, the
loving nature of God in his mystery.

Introducing Brother John…….
Brother John has been
attending Old Church for
some time and it’s a real
joy that he has recently
joined our ministry team.
Also, in order to provide
more pastoral input the
PCC decided to employ
him as Pastoral Assistant,
a role he began in early
November. Brother John writes:
‘I was born and raised in north
London. I went to Sheffield university
to study French and that's where I
became a Christian. I was baptized
and received into membership at a
Baptist church. I trained for the
Baptist ministry and was ordained 30
years ago. I had Baptist pastorates

in Hertfordshire and York,
but felt called to community
and religious life, which led
me to join the Franciscan
Brothers in 2001.
Later, I was ordained in
the C of E in Salisbury
cathedral, in 2008. I have
lived in a few friaries
around the country, but was
especially involved in setting up the
house in Leeds where we still take in
asylum seekers. That is why I was
asked to be part of the new project in
Birmingham. It is something I love
doing.
I just turned 60 recently but am not
paying much attention to that apart
from getting a senior railcard!’

The Camm Family Smethwick
The keen Smethwickians of Old Church will
know something about the Camm family who
were local stained glass makers. Three of
Thomas’ (1839 - 1912) children worked in the
business - Florence (1874 - 1960), Robert
(1878 - 1954) and Walter Herbert (1881 1967). These three children studied at the
Birmingham School of Art which gave them
both an artistic and practical training. Florence
was the most talented artist and designer.
Very few of Thomas’ children married so
unfortunately there were no heirs to carry on
the business and it closed after the death of
Florence in 1960.
The Camms were active in the latter part of
the nineteenth century and the first half of the
twentieth century. Their work was heavily
influenced by the “Arts and Crafts” movement

which was very much in vogue in that era.
Their studio was at a site in Smethwick High
Street which, after demolition in the 1980s,
is now occupied by a shop.
Their ecclesiastical work was very highly
regarded and examples can be found in
various commonwealth countries and the
USA. Locally there are notable windows in St
Mary’s Collegiate Church, Warwick, Malvern
Priory and St Kenelm’s church at Romsley.
Old Church is fortunate to have two Camm
windows - that showing the Nativity in the
north side of the church and the parables of
the “Prodigal Son and the “Good Samaritan”
on the south side.
Florence Camm’s ashes are interred in the
Old Church churchyard.

Focus on………. Saleh Zahary
I originally come from Kurdistan in Iran. I was
born in a village but after the age of seven I
moved to a city called Sardasht. It was a nice
small city and it is very friendly because most
of the people know each other. They are very
welcoming to tourists. It is surrounded by
mountains and beautiful countryside.
I grew up in a small family with two sisters,
my parents and me. I am from a muslim
family but after the age of 15 years I didn’t
follow any religion. I started working when I
was 13 years old and had many different jobs
such as selling, delivering and driving.
Then in my early twenties I moved to Iraq
because I had to leave my country. I started
working there in a few different companies
but at the last one I stayed for nearly two
years before I moved to the UK. I have now
been in the UK for three years and have lived
in Birmingham for most of that time.
I am a student at college studying English
and Mathematics. I also volunteer at a charity
in Birmingham city centre called St Chad’s
Sanctuary. I know what it feels like to arrive in
a strange country and need help so I am
happy now to be able to offer support to
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others in the same situation. St Chad’s
Sanctuary is a place of welcome that offers
practical support.
Two years ago my friend who was attending
Old Church invited me to the 3D course which
was taking place at Deb’s house, led by Deb,
Paul and Michael. I was made very welcome
by them and through that course I decided to
start attending the Old Church. I found it to be
a very friendly place where everyone wants to
help each other. I was baptised in March and
confirmed in the summer. I am very happy to
be part of this community.

T h e O ld C h u r c h N e ws

My Journey to Old Church…….. David
I began learning to play the piano when I was 8
years old. I was taught by Barry Whitmore who
lived in Sabell Road. When I started at Holly
Lodge, I was invited by the music teacher, John
Sidebottom to join the choir at Holy Trinity where
he was organist and Rev’d Charles Crawshaw
was the Vicar. I eventually became Head
Chorister and was given organ lessons there.
Whilst I was at Holly Lodge an organ was built in
the hall. It was a cinema organ that was originally
at the Empire Theatre in St Paul’s Road. I was
allowed to play the school organ during
assemblies.
I went to Teacher Training College at Cheltenham
where I eventually became one of the college
organists, taught by the music lecturer Mark
Foster. The highlight of my time there was to play
the organ for a service in Gloucester Cathedral
with the College Choir.
When I moved back to Smethwick, I became
organist at St Mary and St Ambrose Church,
Edgbaston replacing John Sidebottom who had
become organist there. However I found cycling
there and back tiring and so after a year, I moved
to play the organ at St Paul’s Smethwick, where
Rev’d John Nelson had just become vicar.
I was eventually invited by Rev’d Donald Tytler,
who I had known when a chorister at Holy Trinity,
to become organist, at St Marks, Londonderry.
I only had to play for the morning services at St

Marks,
and
after
playing
for
a
few
weddings
at
Old Church I
was invited by
Rev’d
David
Hewitt to play
regularly
for
sung
evensong at Old
Church.
Following
Rev’d Donald Tytler’s departure I was invited by
Rev’d David Hewitt to become full time
organist at Old Church, and I became the Old
Church Organist on January 1st 1973.
At that time there was no regular choir at Old
Church, as Rev’d David Hewitt believed that
the congregation should be the “choir”. He
would occasionally halt a hymn because he felt
that the singing could be better, or start tapping
his feet if he felt I was playing a hymn too
slowly!
There was an occasional choir that prepared
music for special events. This was made up of
members of the Hewitt Family (David, Gillian,
Simon, Ruth, Rachael and Mary), the Baldwin
Family (David and Joan) and the Hollings
Family (Frank and Alison) as well as myself.

Question Corner
Question:What is the meaning of Epiphany?
Answer ; The word ‘epiphany’ comes from the
Greek, and means ‘manifestation’ or ‘revelation’.
On the feast of Epiphany, January 6th, we
celebrate Christ’s manifestation as the light of the
world. We remember the wise men who came
from the east to worship the child Jesus, and
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh
(Matthew 2:1-12). Over time, the biblical story
became embellished, especially under the
influence of Isaiah 60, which talks of kings coming
“to the brightness of your rising” (verse 3) and “a
multitude of camels” (verse 6). So the wise men
became three kings riding on camels, and they
were given the names Caspar, Melchior, and
Balthazar.
Epiphany is not a one-day celebration, but a
whole season, lasting until Candlemas on
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February 2nd. The traditional biblical readings
involve Jesus’ revelation as the Christ. One is
Jesus’ baptism, when a heavenly voice declared,
“Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I am well
pleased” (Mark 1:11). Another is the wedding at
Cana, when despite telling his mother that his
hour had not yet come, Jesus turned water into
wine, thus manifesting his glory (John 2:1-11).
During this season we might like to meditate on
our own small epiphanies – moments of grace or
inspiration when God felt intensely present. The
poet R. S. Thomas recalled such a moment,
when he saw “the sun break through to
illuminate a small field”. Have you ever suddenly
understood something anew; or found a way
forward through a difficult situation?
Such
epiphanies may be fleeting, but their influence
can be profound.
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December 16th from 2.00pm - 4.30pm Open-house at the Vicarage for festive drinks + cakes
December 20th at 11.00am - Carol Service at Penmakers Court.
January 23rd at 7.30pm – PCC meeting at Old Church.
January 24th at 11.00am – Service at Penmakers Court.
February 28th at 11.00am – Service at Penmakers Court.
March 27th at 7:30pm – PCC meeting at Old Church.
March 28th at 11.00am – Service at Penmakers Court.
December 16th at 5:00pm Nine Lessons and Carols
December 23rd at 10:15am Holy Communion & Nativity Play
December 24th at 4:00pm Crib Service
December 24th at 11.30pm Midnight Holy Communion
December 25th at 10.15am Christmas Holy Communion
New Year’s Eve Party
December 31st 2018 at Dorothy Parkes Centre from 8pm—late
Join us for a fun evening for people of all ages.
Tickets are on sale now!

Church News
What’s On 2019.
The next What’s On diary is almost complete
and will be available at the beginning of the
new year.

Advent
Donations.
During Advent we have
been thinking about
the theme of ‘home
and homelessness’. In
addition to reflecting on
this, we have been
invited
to
respond
practically by supporting the work of Action for
Children, St Chad’s Sanctuary and Baby
Basics. Rev’d Deb would like to say a huge
thank you to all who have made donations,
they have been much appreciated.

Thomas Camm Windows

