
One of the best loved Easter      
stories is the walk to Emmaus. Two         
disciples are trudging the seven 
miles back to their home village 
from Jerusalem, both in a state of 
grief and shock, and almost       
certainly gripped by fear as well. In 
the previous week they have been 
through the mill emotionally and 
are by this stage completely wrung 
out. 
More than likely, they were part of 
"the whole multitude of the         
disciples" shouting and singing for 
joy when Jesus entered Jerusalem 
on a colt, coming in peace, not on 
a warhorse, to usher in a new era 
of freedom and blessing. 
These two followers of Jesus had 
celebrated the Passover festival,  
patriotically and reverently recalling 
God's deliverance of the people of 
Israel from bitter slavery in Egypt to 
the beauty and prosperity of the 
promised, holy land. Then, in the 
space of those same few special 
days, events had taken a totally    
unexpected and horrifically ugly 
turn. 
The fervent crowds had rounded 
on Jesus. More appallingly still, it 
was the religious leaders who had 
whipped up and manipulated the 
murderous hysteria that sealed     
Jesus' fate. The man in whom 
these two had put all their hopes 
had ended his life as a tortured 
prisoner and crucified criminal. 

What frenzy had seized 
their puppet government? Perhaps 
the pair had been traumatized    
eyewitnesses to all this. Perhaps 
not. Either way, hope had died 
alongside Jesus on his cross. 
Except that reports had surfaced of 
a vision of angels saying Jesus was 
alive again. It was just women's talk, 
though, and women were not       
generally considered credible. How 
to make sense of it all? Try as they 
might, they simply could not even  
begin to. 
Not until a stranger drew alongside 
them on the road and patiently       
explained to them all that the      
scriptures said about the Messiah 
suffering and rising from the dead 
on the third day - that day! Inviting 
him into their home for a meal, they     
recognized him in the way he broke 
bread. Their hope was reborn. 
Jesus told us that whoever follows 
him will share his life. All of it. The 
pain and the victory. As his          
disciples, we risk being targeted 
and betrayed. We will be racked 
with our own agonizing choices to 
embrace or evade our heavenly  
Father's will. We will ultimately die 
and be raised to new life. 
The glory of Easter is that in every 
single step on our walk of faith the 
risen Jesus draws alongside us to 
restore hope to us, and to restore 
us to life stronger than death in him. 
Hallelujah! 

Our Strange Companion. 
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The Pilgrim Course……. 

We held our first Pilgrim Course in 
2015; it seems a long time ago. At 
this rate, we should cover all the 
published materials by 2022. That 
seems a long way away.  

Pilgrim is a Course for the Christian 
Journey devised by a group of  
teachers and theologians including 
Paula Gooder who is probably well-
known in the Diocese. However,   
Pilgrim, a collection of written, audio 
and video texts, is not produced for a 
group of academics but for anyone 
who is interested in talking with    
others about the Christian faith. It is 
written for you and me.  

This year, we will be thinking about 

The Bible and how it was given to us. 
The blurb also tells us that the course 
will ‘tell us how we should read it – 
The Bible’, a somewhat controversial 
remark given that many of the current 
controversies in the Church of      
England are as a consequence of 
reading the Bible in different ways. 
Perhaps there really is no right way. It 
is all about what the Bible says to us 
as individuals, all about the Holy 
Spirit at work. 

If you would like to contribute to the 
discussion, then please note that the 
Pilgrim Course 2019 – The Bible, 
starts on Tuesday, 30th April and 
continues for the following five    
Tuesdays. Please come! 



knowing people and working with them is very 
important. Churchwardens have certain legal         
responsibilities and have to make formal 
promises to the Archdeacon each year.  
As well as being a member of the PCC there 
are endless other tasks and involvements   
behind the scenes. So far I have been        
involved in three separate Trustee renovation 
projects.  
I love the liturgical worship at Old Church   
and the  sincerity, diversity and friendliness of 
the church family. What I most wish for the 
future is that with God’s guidance we will             
continue to support  each other in meeting the 
challenges of this uncertain world.   

On a spring morning, kneeling at the altar rail, 
one can see the sun shining through the 
beautiful stained glass window depicting the 
Ascension of our Lord, watched by the eleven 
disciples. If you look closely at the window 
you will see it is dedicated to the Rev’d       
Edward  Addenbrook. Who is he?  
He was born on 27th January 1816 in     
Kingswinford and following his university   
education at Trinity College, Oxford, part of 
his curacy (1843 - 1850) was spent at Old 
Church and  he became Vicar in 1850 serving 
the parish until 1883. He was also Rural Dean 
of Handsworth 1874 - 1878.  
In 1844 he married Elizabeth Homfray and 
they had six children. Sadly she died in 1854 
and he remarried in 1856 to Caroline Francis 
Davies and they had three children.  
The 1851 census shows him living in the    

vicarage with a wife, four children and     
relatives, with  the 1881 census showing him 
there with a wife, children, relatives and 
three servants. (Don't  get any ideas Deb.)   
In 1883,aged 66, he became Vicar of St. 
Chads, Prees in Shropshire and remained 
there until his death in 1897 aged 81. He is 
buried there and is remembered with a brass 
plaque on the south wall and  a chair.  
The Ascension window was designed and 
made by Heaton, Butler and Baynes            
of Covent Garden, London, est. 1862-1953. 
Their work can be seen around the world 
with The Brunel Memorial Window erected  
in 1868 in Westminster Abbey being one     
example. The Ascension window, which was  
dedicated on 30th November 1898, was the 
first stained glass window in Old Church.     
(See photograph on page 4)         
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Focus on……….  Matthew 

The Ascension stained glass window 

The  O ld  Church  News  

Smethwick has always been home, though I 
have also lived and worked away. I studied at 
Sheffield University graduating in Economics 
and Business Studies. I then joined an       
accounting firm in Birmingham where life was 
extremely organised and disciplined. Our 
main work was in the auditing of clients      
financial systems and accounts.        
I became a Chartered Accountant in 1975, 
with the work taking me to places such                
as Northampton, Farnborough and          
Threadneedle Street. Later I moved into  
commercial management. I have spent time 
as a volunteer and was also Treasurer at the 
Dorothy Parkes’ Centre.   
I have been involved with church life in    
Ladywood and Smethwick since my    
younger days. Being blessed with a Christian 
upbringing, I would say my life has been a 
journey towards Jesus. He has spoken to me 
in many ways. Having to be a carer has 
helped shape a  pastoral  concern in me.        
I have had many roles at Old Church since 
1979, but in becoming Churchwarden I had to 
discern what it meant.  
It’s a shared responsibility representing the 
congregation to the Vicar and vice versa, so 
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Sarah’s journey began in Jamaica where she 
was born. Her Christian life began as she was 
sent, by her father, to Sunday School at the 
local Church of England church, which was 
also the infant school.  
Her father, who worked as a Mason at         
the Sugar Mill, insisted that all children               
attended  Sunday School and if they didn't 
they had to sit quietly at home and read.  
In later years romance came into Sarah’s life. 
Her would-be husband had to ask her father 
for Sarah’s hand in marriage. After he moved 
to England Sarah followed  arriving in England 
in 1955, aged 25, when she got married.  
Sarah soon found work at Summerfield     
Hospital where she worked until the first of 
her six children came along.  
As the children grew up Sarah decided to   
return to work so she went to Dudley Road 
Hospital and asked for a job. She was given a 
job immediately and became a Nursing     
Auxiliary, carrying out all the caring tasks on 
the ward. She remained there until illness  
prevented her from working.  
Sarah attended a number of churches in 
Smethwick until one day when living in   
Rosefield Road, she met Irene, a neighbour, 
who invited her to Old Church.  
At first she did not receive a warm welcome       

as she was the only West Indian person in 
church. However soon after words from the 
then Vicar Rev’d Brian Hall, things changed 
and she became an integral part of the 
church, cleaning, reading, being a member 
of the Parochial Church Council and     
serving the community.  
Now Sarah feels the joy of the Lord at Old 
Church and the love and friendship of the 
church family. Her favourite hymn is "What 
a friend we have in Jesus" and she believes 
that we should all sit down and read the 
words of the verses of that hymn and when 
we have problems we should take them to 
the Lord in prayer; He is our friend.  

our motives and actions.  Like Jesus in the 
wilderness, we may encounter both wild 
beasts and angels: anxieties or compulsions 
that assail us, and unexpected people who 
minister to us.  As Holy Week approaches, 
and we anticipate the story of Christ’s        
suffering and death, the question becomes:  
What is my particular cross?  What task am I 
being called to undertake? - difficult and  
painful maybe, but potentially a source of new 
life.  For some, Lent involves a challenge:            
Is there a campaign for social justice in need 
of support?  For others, it is a matter of      
discovering the grace and compassion of 
God amid existing problems - learning to live 
with hope. 

Whatever your circumstances, may your  
journey through Lent be fruitful. 

Question: What is the meaning of Lent?                            
Answer ; Lent is a time of self-questioning and 
self-discovery leading up to Easter. We are 
invited to imagine ourselves firstly in the      
wilderness with Jesus, and then walking with 
him as he sets his face towards Jerusalem.  
We begin Lent on Ash Wednesday, being 
marked with the sign of the cross using ashes, 
an ancient symbol of penitence.  The season 
continues for forty days (not including        
Sundays!) until the end of Holy Week, as a  
reminder of the time Jesus spent being 
tempted in the wilderness.  The church is kept 
bare of flowers and decoration; we do not sing 
the Gloria.   

Lent traditionally requires self-denial, like      
giving up chocolate or alcohol, because losing 
our usual habits or props forces us to question 
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   My Journey to Old Church……..   Sarah 

Question Corner 



Church News  

 

 

 

March 27
th

 at 7:30pm  PCC Meeting at the Vicarage 
April 4

th
 at 11am Service at Penmakers Court 

April 7
th

 at 12noon Annual Parochial Church Meeting at the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre 
April 7

th
 at 5pm Hymns and Readings for Passiontide 

April 10
th

 at 11am PCC Standing Committee meeting at the Vicarage 
May 4

th
 at 7pm Karaoke fundraising event at the Dorothy Parkes Centre 

May 8
th

 at 7.30pm PCC Meeting at the Vicarage 
May 9

th
 at 11am Service at Penmakers Court 

May 29
th

 at 7pm Safe-guarding & Data Protection Sub-Committee meet at the Vicarage 
May 30

th
 at 7pm Ascension Day Service 

 Lent Services 
 

April 7th at 5pm - Service of Hymns and Readings for Passiontide               
April 14th at 10:15am - Palm Sunday Service 

       April 15th & 17th at 7am - Service of Holy Communion 
       April 15th, 16th & 17th at 7pm - Night Prayer with Holy Week Reflection 
       April 18th at 8pm - Maundy Thursday Holy Communion with foot washing 
       April 19th -  12noon - 3pm Good Friday Service 
  

Easter Services 
 

April 20th at 8pm – Service of Light 

April 21st at 10:15am – Easter day Holy Communion with Baptism 

Our new All Age Service was launched on February 3
rd

 at 
12:30pm.  Wendy Sorby is overseeing the planning and leading 
of this service, but many more are involved. It has been a joy to 
see so many gifts being generously shared in creating and       
delivering a service that is accessible to all. 

 
On March 2

nd
 Wendy Sorby was licensed as a 

Reader at a wonderful service which took place 
at St Philips Cathedral. The following day we 
celebrated with cakes and prosecco at the  
Dorothy Parkes Centre. We really are blessed to 
now have Wendy as part of the Old Church  
ministry team. 

 
On the same day Br John, Rev’d   
Michael Goss and five others       
travelled to Wakefield Cathedral     
for a celebration service marking    
the launch of the recently authorised 
Church of England  Common      
Worship services in Farsi. 

 Ascension Window 


