
I used to find the corn harvest 

both exciting and irritating. My 

childhood was spent on a fairly 

remote Devon farm that my      

parents worked hard to maintain. 

The cycle of the seasons is       

ingrained in my memory, from the             

occasional extreme cold of the 

winter to the merciful warmth of 

summer and the daily watching of 

the sky to see which way the 

weather might turn. The irritation 

was struggling to stand the 

sheaves of corn in regular         

formation and being scratched by 

the sharp ends of the corn stalks! 

The harvest festival in church was 

arguably a bigger event than 

Christmas or Easter! That was 

more than seventy years ago and, 

although it is always possible to 

be sentimental about one’s child-

hood, it remains a good memory. 

In post war years mechanisation 

and intensive methods of farming 

developed rapidly reducing the 

workforce needed. 

Workers’ houses 

have been sold off leaving the 

countryside short of affordable 

homes for local communities. The 

need for more food for growing 

populations has driven agricultural 

methods into new forms and       

the market has become a          

vast “supermarket” ful l  of                    

inappropriately packaged food. 

The enforced movement of people 

fleeing war and famine has left 

many areas of the world denuded 

of inhabitants and cities even more 

congested. The human locust 

strips bare and fails to replace and 

the good earth becomes a polluted 

environment with floating waste 

and littered landscapes. The     

production of good food demands 

better management than this. So 

let us support and give thanks for 

those who labour to produce in 

more sustainable and organic 

ways to bring to us all the fruits of 

our earthly heritage. 

Harvest Celebrations…. 
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The Old Church Harvest 

Festival will be at 10:15am 

on September 15th. 

 

The Harvest Supper  

 

will take place at the Dorothy Parkes Centre from 6:30 pm 

on September 14th.  

It will include a Ploughman’s style buffet and open-mic   

entertainment in which people will share their talents     

         Bring a bottle!   Free event - all are welcome!    

 

If you’re able to sing a song, recite a poem, play an instrument etc please   

sign the sheet at the back of Old Church or speak to Jean Martin. 



mess at  Monmouth Castle wearing all the      
regalia and serving VIPs including members 
of the royal family. 

Having visited many battlefields Mike              
appreciates the sacrifice made by others,  
particularly the young men who fell during 
World War 1. On Remembrance Day he    
becomes emotional remembering those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice. The sound of a 
military band  still brings a lump to his throat.   

As we remember the fallen, we must also  
acknowledge those on the home front; the 
families, the men in reserved occupations. 
They worked long hours and many also 
served in the home guard and as air raid  
wardens. We must not forget the particular 
contribution of women who worked in          
factories  traditionally regarded as mens’ work 
as well as running the home and caring for 
children. Everybody on the home front had to 
endure the rationing  and many had to endure 
the effects of enemy bombing.  

On Remembrance Sunday you will see Mike 
leading our tributes and act of remembrance. 

At the beginning of June we held our annual 
Summer Festival. This year’s theme          
was ‘Memories of Old Church’.  Flower      
arrangements were produced on this theme 
and we held an exhibition of photographs and 
other items which spanned many years in the 
life of our church.  The lunchtime recitals and 
the open-mic diversity evening were           
appreciated by many, as were the delicious 
cream teas.  On Saturday June 8th we held a 
festival cocktail party at the Dorothy Parkes 
Centre with entertainment from the Old 
Church favourite Dan Robinson.  Yet again, 
we enjoyed a successful festival which ended 
with a special service on the Sunday      
morning and shared lunch at the vicarage. 

It was a great joy to witness the ordination 
as Deacon of Colleen Shekerie which took 
place on June 29th at St Philips Cathedral.  
A number of people attended from Old 
Church to support Colleen as she took this 
important step in her faith Journey.  The  
following day Colleen was welcomed into 
Old Church as she began her curacy with 
us. 
 

On July 14th twenty-two members of the  
Old Church congregation were confirmed 
by Bishop David at the Deanery            
Confirmation service which took place at St 
Paul’s Church, Blackheath. It was a moving      
service that gave us much to celebrate. 
 

A number of other things also happened 
during the past few months including the 
birth of four baby girls to members of our 
congregation, the Annual Summer Fair, a 
Songs of Praise service, a Ministry Team 
Away Day and Deb got to meet the Queen! 
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Focus on…  Mike Morell 

Old Church News….. 

The  O ld  Church  News  

Mike has been a member 
of Old Church for over 20 
years. He was born in the 
Isle of Man, moved to 
Smethwick at an early age 
and at 15 began work at 
GKN Heath Street. 

Mike always wanted to serve his country and        
in November 1963 he joined the 212 Field         
Park Squadron Royal Engineers of the Territorial     
Army based at the Drill Hall, Broomfield. Later  
they became 225 squadron and moved to the          
Wolverhampton Road. Finally they amalgamated 
with Royal Monmouth RE based at Monmouth 
Castle. 

Mike served as a combat engineer until the age 
of 45. He served in Cyprus, Gibraltar and      
Germany.  It was in Germany where he had a 
spooky  experience while serving in the officers’ 
mess which had previously been part of a former 
SS headquarters. He slept in the cellars where 
many horrendous events had taken place. 

He was honoured to be Mess Steward the     
highlight of which was serving in the officers’ 
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When you enter Old Church the first 
person you are likely to see is Joyce 
who aims to welcome everyone 
with her smile and friendly    
greeting.  Born and bred in 
Smethwick, with a few early 
years in Wales, Joyce is a 
proud Smethwick lady who        
is committed to serving          
h e r  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y . 
She started her christian     
journey aged 8 when she was 
taken to the Gospel Hall by 
Terry Hawkesford who later    
became a warden at Old Church. 
Shortly afterwards she attended 
Sunday School at Old Church, held 
in the afternoon in the time of Canon 
Lowe, and later progressed to join     
the main church congregat ion. 
Very quickly she became fully involved,        
becoming a member of the Parochial Church 
Council. Joyce was responsible for Church 
Hall bookings and collecting the rents for the 
garages that were then behind the hall.   
Other important tasks followed including   
wedding and funeral bookings and acting     
as clerk and verger at these services. 
Joyce was a Church Warden for 7 years and 

her term of office included an           
interregnum which always increases 

the heavy responsibilities and 
w o r k l o a d  o f  w a r d e n s .                                   
Joyce was part of the group   
instrumental in transforming the 
old church hall to become the 
Dorothy Parkes Centre. She 
remains a trustee of the Centre 
t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y . 
For 10 years Joyce was part of 
the team that kept the Church 
open on Tuesday afternoons.  
Outside church Joyce has 

served the community as a  
Magistrate at Petty Sessions,   

Licensing including alcohol, betting  
and gaming, and on Family Panel, 

for over 20 years. She has also been 
involved with appeals at Crown Court.  She 
was president of Smethwick Soroptimists,  
a member of Smethwick Townswomen’s 
Guild, of Sandwell Mediation Panel and   
the local  Environmental  group. 
Joyce has now been involved with Old 
Church for over 70 years and has served 
the community in many different ways. 
She loves her life at Old Church which             
is welcoming and ’Open to All’. 

some do small contained crosses on their head, 
lips and chest whilst others do an exaggerated 
sign extending as low and as wide as they can. 
You will also notice that people sign themselves 
at different points in the service: some when the 
Gospel is announced, some every time the 
words ‘Father, Son and Holy Spirit’ are said and 
some when they receive, or have received,   
communion.  Equally, the reasons why people 
sign themselves today varies and this is evident 
at Old Church.  Colin carried out a small survey 
and the following responses were given: 

- to acknowledge the sacrifice  
- to give thanks for the sacrament  
- to mark the redemption and what Christ has 
done for us 
- don’t know, it’s just a habit  
- to draw a blessing of Christ on me 

Question: Why do some people make the sign 
of the cross on themselves during a church 

service? 
The first “sign of the cross” that early Christians 
made was tracing a small cross on their          
foreheads. By the fifth century the sign of the 
cross was also being made on the lips and on the 
chest. Over time, Christians began making large 
crosses over their bodies as some Christians do 
today. It is unknown exactly when and how       
that developed, but the sign of the cross as we 
know it today is probably about 1000 years old. It        
reminds us, in words and in action, of the two  
central realities of our faith: who God is (the    
Trinity) and what God has done for us (the Cross).  
 

Those who sign themselves with the cross in the 
Anglican church today do so in different ways: 
some touch their right shoulder before the left, 
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   My Journey to Old Church…..   Joyce 

Question Corner 

http://www.aboutcatholics.com/beliefs/the-trinity/
http://www.aboutcatholics.com/beliefs/the-trinity/


 

 

 

September 2nd at 7pm - Safeguarding and Data Protection Sub-committee meeting at the      

vicarage. 

September 4th at 11am - PCC Standing Committee meeting at the vicarage. 

September 12th at 7:30pm - PCC Meeting at the vicarage. 

September 14th at 6:30pm - Harvest Supper at the Dorothy Parkes Centre. 

September 15th at 10:15am - Harvest Festival. 

September 15th at 5pm - the Baptism of Ian McWilliams during Evening Prayer. 

September 18th at 7pm - The 3D course begins at the Friary, 113, Gillott Road, Edgbaston. 

September 19th at 11am - Service at Penmakers Court. 

September 22nd at 10:15am - The recommissioning of the Lay Pastoral Ministry Team led by 

Archdeacon Jenny Tomlinson, the Archdeacon of Birmingham. 

October 17th at 7pm - The Pastoral Visiting Training course begins at the vicarage. 

October 19th at 7pm - Lyp sync fundraiser at the Dorothy Parkes Centre. 

October 24th at 11am - Service at Penmakers Court. 

October 27th at 3pm - A memorial service at Old Church for those who have lost a baby or 

young child. 

November 3rd at 5pm - All Souls Memorial service at Old Church. 

November 10th at 10:15am - Remembrance Day Service of Holy Communion. 

November 28th at 11am - Service at Penmakers Court. 

Annual All Souls Memorial Service                                                                         

November 3rd 2019 at 5pm 

At this service we will remember those who have 

died.  As well as hymns, readings and prayers, there 
will be the opportunity to have names read out and 

to light candles in remembrance of those we have 
loved and lost. 

A Memorial Service for those who have lost a 

baby  October 27th 2019 at 3pm 
 

At this service there will be the opportunity to       

remember a baby lost through miscarriage, still birth 

or illness, whether this loss was recent or a long 
time ago. There will be music, poetry and prayers, 

as well as a tree of remembrance on which will hang 
the names of, or messages for, these precious loved 

ones. 


