
Have you ever came across an 
old storage box and spent hours 
going through its contents; letters, 
birthday cards, photographs, 
keepsakes etc? Reminiscing can 
be one of life’s delights. With it 
can come the reminder of who 
we’ve been and the realisation of 
how far we have come. It can be a 
place where the threads of our 
past become more evident in the 
present and it can sharpen our 
hopes for the future. 

It’s common for people to think 
that memory is simply remember-
ing what we did yesterday, what 
we had for breakfast today, the 
dates and times of appointments 
etc.  But memory and remember-
ing is much more that that.  
Memories make us the people we 
are and they shape our view of the 
world. We’re built up of layers      
of memory that all fit together to 
form our sense of self. So strongly 
embedded are these layers that 
even when short term memories 
become fragile and  begin to fail, it 
is possible to connect with who 
people are through the process of           
reminiscing.  

Reminiscing is at the heart of the 
Old Church Festival this year, its 
theme being “Memories of Old 
Church”. Flower arrangements are 
being designed and produced on 
this theme and people have been 
invited to bring in photographs, 
church newsletters, newspaper 

cuttings etc that  capture memories 
of our church. The process of  
gathering together these memories 
has been an interesting and     
moving experience and one that 
has nearly always  involved the 
process of reminiscing. 

When I arrived here five and a half 
years ago one of the first things 
that struck me was the special 
place Old Church has in the lives 
of so many people, not just people 
who attend the church on a     
regular basis but also those who 
live in the parish and have grown 
up with the church as a central 
presence in the community.  When 
I met people for weddings, funerals 
and baptisms they would share 
their memories of the church and 
when I met people out and about 
or at the Dorothy Parkes Centre 
they would share their memories of 
the church.  The church is part of 
the identity of this community, it is 
part of what makes this community 
what it is. 

Those of us who have the      
pleasure of worshipping at the 
church and those of us who have 
been touched by its warmth and 
welcome will know how it has 
shaped us and  contributed to  
making us, individually and        
collectively, who we are today. This 
proves once again that, as we     
approach the festival this year we 
have much to give thanks for and 
much to celebrate. 

Memories of Old Church…. 
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Smethwick Old Church &       
The Dorothy Parkes Centre  

are holding their next big joint fundraising 
event.  It’s a Summer Fayre and will take 

place on Saturday 20th July 2019 from 
10.30am – 3pm. 

There will be a range of fun activities for all ages including craft stalls   
hot & cold refreshments, games, children’s activities, music,        

demonstrations, and much more.  Entry to the event is free and   
everyone is welcome!  The money raised will be split equally between 

the Centre and the Church. 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/memory


welcomed by a lovely congregation. God 
placed a call on my life which was           
unnerving. In 2017 I was made redundant 
just in time to start my theological training at 
Queens Ecumenical College. 

My passion is to support the church to     

become a place of welcome and hospitality, 

providing spiritual care to all those who live 

and work in the parish. I pray that the parish 

church may become recognised as a place 

of sanctuary in a relentlessly busy world; a 

house of peace, reflection and spiritual care 

where individuals and families can grow 

and flourish in Christ. I also pray for a 

church which, relevant to its context,     

reaches out to the community through a 

range of interfaith and ecumenical networks 

and partnerships. 

By the grace of God, from whom I draw my 

strength, I look forward to the challenges 

and rewards of ordained ministry. 

In 1719 a Trust in the name of Dorothy Parkes was 
set up to build our Church and provide funds for a 
school, vicarage, minister and support for the poor.  
Following Dorothy Parkes’  death in 1727, the 
Trust was enacted and our Church was built and 
the other actions taken.  
Today we are supported by the Chapelry of 
Smethwick, the follow on from the Dorothy Parkes’ 
Trust and they continue to support us.  
The Chapelry Trust is overseen by seven Trustees 
and its objectives are "to look after the             
maintenance and upkeep of Old Church, its 
churchyard, vicarage and to contribute towards the 
stipend and expenses of the Vicar," The Trustees 
meet annually in July to discuss how best to     
support the church.  
We owe a great deal of gratitude to the Trust and 
its Trustees, without whom we would not have our 
beautiful church. The cost of maintenance and  
upkeep of an old and Grade II listed building is 
high and is beyond the means of our congregation. 
The Trustees have always met their ordinary     
annual obligations of contributing towards the   

provision of our incumbent (Deb) and routine 
maintenance of the church and vicarage 
(including the high Building Insurance           
premiums). However, in recent years, following 
the theft of roofing lead they have funded the 
extensive costs, not covered by insurance, of 
renovations including the interior redecoration 
of the church. They also funded the recent    
extensive clearance work in the churchyard, 
repaired the lichgate and replaced the blue   
topping stones from the churchyard wall        
following an incidence of theft. They have also       
replaced the carbon shield  covering the stained 
glass windows on the south side of the church 
with metal protective grills allowing more light to 
enter.    
As a congregation we are indebted to both 
Dorothy Parkes as the founder of the Trust and 
also to the Trustees who have served and   
continue to serve our church so generously. 
Thank you to the trustees because we           
understand how important the Trust is to the 
Church and that it would be very difficult to   
survive without this provision.  
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Focus on…  Our new Curate Colleen Shekerie 

Thank you to the Chapelry Trustees….. 

The  O ld  Church  News  

If someone had told 
me that I would       
be ordained as an    
Anglican Deacon a 
few years ago, I 
would never have  
believed it. I was 
b rought  up  in   
Handsworth as a   
Roman Catholic, 
where my Mother  
and Grandmother  

ensured that the entire family regularly         
attended mass. Owing to my father’s health 
condition, it fell to my aunt, my mother’s friend, 
to continue our theological and spiritual      
education. There didn’t seem to be an issue 
with the fact that she was the Sunday school 
teacher at the  local Baptist church. 

Having left the church in my late twenties, it 
took me another 25 years to return. A chance 
meeting with a diminutive, maverick priest, 
saw me begin to attend St Paul’s Church, 
Hamstead six years ago. There I was         
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I was  born and raised in Smethwick. My first 
church was St Matthews on Windmill Lane and I 
attended the school there also. My family then  
attended St Mary’s church in Bearwood as it was 
closer to our home. I was confirmed there, was a 
server and attended the Sunday school and      
remain friends with many of the congregation.  

After I finished University I spent a year in New 
York as an Au pair to beautiful new born twins 
Emilie and Gabrielle. In 1995 I returned to       
complete my education in the UK. My Mom and 
Dad were attending Old Church in  Smethwick   
(as St Marys had started using  incense in the        
services and this irritated my mom’s lungs).  

I was struck by the beauty of the stained glass 
windows and the warm welcome that I  received 
by all at Old Church. Later that year I received 
my calling into Youth work when John Street 
requested a volunteer to help set up a Warley 
Youth deanery. ‘Dizzy’ was born and I had 10 
wonderful years helping run youth services, 
camps and dance worship workshops for many 
young people from the various churches in the 
deanery and beyond. After my son was born I 
took a step back from the youth work and     
also had a change of career...from Forensic         
Scientist to Science Teacher. When Nicholas 
was a little older Terry Breen and I took on the 
youth work in Old Church and ‘Big Fish’ was 
born. We had much fun with Sunday school, 
Church  allotment and Christian camps to name 
but a few of the things we did together.  

In 2015 I agreed to become a Church  Warden 
for Old Church under the wonderful guidance of 
Yvonne and then alongside the very skilled 
Matthew. I have enjoyed my time being Warden 
and will be sad to step down from this role. I am 
excited that the amazing Jean will be stepping 
into these shoes. It will be a fun ride I am sure. 
The welcome I got from the first day I entered 
Old Church, the Peace I feel when I am there 
and the spirit of fellowship and of inclusion that 
our congregation have is the most marvellous 
gift and I am very grateful to be a part of it….. 
thank you all very much.  

Church. St. Cyprian of Carthage (A.D. 250) 
writes in his epistle about the significance of  
mixing the water and wine: ‘Because Christ bore 
us all, in that he bore our sins, we see that by the 
water, people are signified, while in the wine,  
indeed, the blood of Christ is shown. And when 
the water is mixed with the wine in the cup, the 
people are made one with Christ, and the      
multitude of believers is coupled and joined to 
him in whom it believes (W.A. Jurgens, The Faith 
of the Early Fathers, Vol. 1, 232) 

Question: Why does the priest add water to the 

Communion wine? 
The water the priest adds to the wine that we use 
for communion represents Christ’s humanity, 
while the wine itself represents his divinity. The     
mingling of the two in the chalice symbolises the 
incarnation of Christ. It also recalls the point at the 
crucifixion where the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side 
and blood and water flowed out from the wound 
(John 19:34).The act of mingling the water with 
the wine in this way goes back to the early            
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Day Trip to Bath 

   My Journey to Old Church…   Rosie 

Question Corner 

                                               On July 6th there will be a coach trip to the historic town of Bath, 
which has much to offer. Amongst other things you can choose to 
visit the Abbey, the Roman Baths and the Georgian architecture, 
take a river or walking tour of the town, visit the Bath Brewery or 
enjoy the shops. The cost is £12.50. To book a place put your 
name in the book on the table at the back of church.  A £5 deposit 
is needed to secure your place. 



Church News  

 

 

June 5th - 9th - The Old Church Festival (see separate advert for details) 
June 25th - 7.30pm Deanery Synod at St Mary’s Church Bearwood. 
June 29th - 11am Ordination of Deacons at St Philip’s Cathedral 
July 2nd - 7pm Confirmation rehearsal at St Paul’s Blackheath 
July 4th - 11am Service at Penmakers Court 
July 6th - Parish Day Trip to Bath  
July 14th - Walk and Talk (details nearer the time) 
July 14th - 7.30 pm Confirmation Service at St Paul’s Blackheath 
July 20th - Summer Fun Day at the DPC (see separate advert for details) 
August 8th - 11am Service at Penmakers Court 

The Old Church Festival 
June 5th   

11am - 4pm Flower and Art Festival open with refreshments available. 

1pm -  Music Recital by the organist Andrew Burling (Free event). 

7pm - Diversity: an evening of poetry, music from around the world.                                            

Free entry - donations invited. 

June 6th  

11am - 4pm Flower and Art Festival open with refreshments available. 

1pm - Music Recital by the Flautist Sheng-Che-Wu (Free event). 

June 7th  

11am - 4pm Flower and Art Festival open with refreshments available. 

1pm - Music Recital by electric and acoustic guitarists, Michael Coleman and 

John Stranks (Free event). 

June 8th  

11am - 3:30pm Flower and Art Festival open with refreshments available. 

4:30pm - 7:30pm 1950’s themed  Cocktail Party at the Dorothy Parkes’ Centre.                           

Enjoy a Cocktail, listen to swing singer Dan Robinson and  take to the dance 

floor. Tickets: Adults £5 (includes first cocktail)  

Under 16’s £3 Under 5’s free 

June 9th  

10:15am - Festival Service followed by a  ‘One World Cafe’   lunch.       

For more information contact Rev’d Deb Buckley 0121 558 1763 

At the recent Annual Church Meeting Joyce and Gordon, 
who are leaving the Parochial Church Council this year, 
were thanked for their contribution. Julie, Hamed and 
Stephanie were elected to fill the three vacancies on the 
council.  

Rosie is stepping down from her role as warden and 
Jean was elected in her place. Our Church Wardens  
Matthew and Jean were duly admitted at the                
Archdeacons visitation service in St Phillip’s Cathedral. 
The Annual Reports booklet is at the back of church. 

With great joy we await the birth of four babies at Old 
Church and the expectant parents were presented with 
suitable gift baskets at the vicarage. Enjoying the Baby Shower at the Vicarage. 


