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Waiting for ‘The Word’….
Human
beings,
consciously or unconsciously have a
rhythm to their lives. The rhythm of
nature has seasons, periods of time
to plant and grow and times to
harvest and store. Modern living has
in some respects distorted this
rhythmic pattern. When buying food,
we are able to purchase what we
want when we want it regardless of
whether or not it is in season. There
is no anticipation or longing for this
fruit or vegetable to miraculously
reappear on the shelves. This season
of Advent, in which the festival of
Christmas is a part, is no different.
The shops start gearing themselves
up for Christmas in early August or
September. Many people feel worn
down by the constant bombardment
of advertisements for expensive gifts.
Others complain that the gifts given
were unwanted and you can now find
websites devoted to discarded
Christmas presents. Maybe a part of
the problem is that there is no
anticipation of a gift, nothing
extraordinary in the giving. We are no
longer eager in our expectations. Our
society has arrived at a point in its
evolution where we never have to
wait with expectation. We need not
wait for anything again as long as we
have the wherewithal to purchase it.
This is in marked contrast with the
stories of the old Testament.
The Hebrew Bible depicts Israel’s
wait for a Messiah and the renewal of
the Lord’s covenant with his people.
Frequently they turned away from
God who had freed them from slavery

and brought them to the promised
land. As frequently, they lamented
their sins and realised the need to
obey God’s commandments as His
chosen people. Hope was a gift to be
handed down from generation to
generation. It could not be purchased
or obtained by any amount of
monetary tribute. It could only be
retained through an enduring relationship with the divine. This was a gift
that could only be obtained through
diligence and work of the spiritual
variety. A gift so monumental that all
mankind would seek this relationship.
The Messiah, it could be suggested,
was always God’s plan from the
beginning. In essence God has
always sought a communion with
humanity. A communal relationship in
which humanity would realise the full
richness of God’s compassion and
comprehend and appreciate God’s
vision for humanity and enhancing
humanity’s capacity for good whilst
turning away from corruption and sin.
For Christians, Advent, as the name
suggests is a waiting period. Humanity
waits on God’s promise of salvation in
the form of Jesus Christ. God comes
to humanity as a child; small, ordinary
and vulnerable to engage fully with
the human story of pain and suffering.
Jesus is born under Roman
occupation of the Jewish homeland
and in the humblest of circumstances.
Yet we wait with great anticipation,
ever watchful and waiting. We prepare
ourselves by engaging with the
gospels to meet with the living God in
our deeds and prayers.

At: the Vicarage
On: December 15th
From: 2pm - 4:30pm
All welcome!
Come and leave as you wish

The Christmas Crib Service…..
During the Christmas period, it is the tradition of
many churches to display a nativity scene, which
is also known as a manger or crib scene. The
scene depicts the birth of Jesus and includes
Mary, Joseph, the baby Jesus, shepherds, sheep,
other farm animals and angels all set in a
manger. The Magi and their camels, as described
in the Gospel of Matthew, are often also included.
Some churches use model figures, others have a
kind of re-enactment which are called a ‘living
nativity’. St Francis of Assisi is credited with
creating the first live nativity scene in 1223 in
order to cultivate the worship of Christ. He himself
had recently been inspired by his visit to the Holy
Land, where he'd been shown Jesus' traditional
birthplace. The scene's popularity inspired
communities throughout Catholic countries to
stage similar pantomimes.

which takes place at 4pm on Christmas Eve.
The Christmas Story is told, carols are sung
and, at appropriate points in the service, some
of the children who attend are invited to process
our ceramic figures down the aisle and to place
them in the manger.
The crib service at Old Church is a really
popular service and has been attended by local
people over generations. It is filled with energy,
joy and the spirit of Christmas.

Since then, various traditions have been created
around the world. Here at Old Church our
Nativity Scene is assembled at the Crib Service

An Acrostic Psalm
An acrostic is a poem in which the initial letters of
each successive line form a word, phrase, or
pattern. The acrostic Psalms tend to use the
twenty-two letters with a few slight variations, of
the Hebrew alphabet - the first word of the first
verse beginning with aleph, the first word of the
second verse beginning with bet, and so on.
Psalm 119 is the most complete acrostic psalm. It
is the longest chapter of the Bible. It is divided into
22 sections, each titled after a letter of the 22
letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Each of these
sections has eight verses.
The following is the Old Church congregation’s
attempt to write an acrostic psalm:-

Alleluia! join with us
Bless our God for all God’s gifts
Come forth and celebrate
Delight in each other
Every creature is sacred
Forever I will praise the Lord
Glorious and gorgeous are you oh God
Hosanna to the Lord
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I accept Jesus as our saviour
Jump for joy at the name of the Lord
Knowing the Lord, kindness should keep
forever
Love unconditionally
Make a joyful noise to the Lord
Never let me stray from the path of truth
Open doors to everyone
Praise to all people
Quietly kneel before Him and give thanks
Rejoice that the Lord has revealed Himself
to us
Sing to the Lord with a joyful voice
Thank God for this service today
Unconditional love of Jesus on the cross
Victorious is our God
Welcome the wise and wonderful
eXtravagant is your giving
You give us Zeal for life
T h e O ld C h u r c h N e ws

Our Journey to Old Church….. Ann and Michael

Ann and Michael came to Old Church in 1995.
They had met four years previously, when Ann
was working at St Matthew’s, Cape Hill. Michael
was then a novice with the Franciscan brothers,
living in Gillott Road (where Br John now lives).
But Ann helped him rethink his vocation! He got
a job in Liverpool, running CARE – Churches’
Action on Racial Equality. When they got
engaged, there was a tussle over where to settle
– Liverpool or Smethwick?!
It was still not resolved when they married in
July 1993, at St Matthew’s. But in November
1993 Michael found work at a church community
centre on Galton Village. So Smethwick it was!
When Ann’s work at St Matthew’s ended, they
moved to Rosefield Road, and started attending
Old Church. A year later, Benedict was born,
and 3½ years after that, along came Simeon.
Some people may remember Simeon’s starring
role as a sheep in the nativity play of 2001! The
boys grew up through Junior Church and ‘Big

Fish’. They especially enjoyed attending the
Greenbelt Festival – Ben was back there this
year, serving in the beer tent. They are now
students – Simeon is doing engineering in
Bristol, and Ben is studying for a PhD in
geology at Cambridge. Michael, meanwhile,
is vice-principal of Fircroft College in Selly
Oak, which gives adults a 2nd chance in life.
He is also Chair of Governors at Shireland
Collegiate Academy. While the boys were
young, Ann studied first for an MA in Jewish–
Christian relations, then a PhD in theology.
She now works freelance, teaching and
writing about the Bible; and she is Chair of the
Birmingham Council of Christians and Jews.
Much has changed at Old Church during
their time worshipping there. However the
core values of openness, inclusivity and
welcome have remained the same. Ann and
Michael are proud to be part of such a diverse
community.

Question Corner
Question: What is the oil used during a
baptism service?
Answer: The oil used to mark the sign of the
cross on the forehead of those being baptised
is called an anointing oil. Anointing with oil
was a common Biblical practice and the oils
used today are made, as closely as possible,
to the recipe found in Exodus 30:23-33. They
comprise of the finest olive oil, pure myrrh and
frankincense. In addition to Baptism, anointing
oils are also used to bless those who are ill
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and those going into Holy orders. At a
special service on Maundy Thursday each
year, called the Chrism Mass, three separate
containers of oil are presented by newly
ordained Deacons and blessed, for their
specific purpose, by the Diocesan Bishop.
At the end of the service, a representative
from every parish can collect a small
container of each oil to take back to their
church where they are stored in the ambry
and used when needed.
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December 1st at 5pm – Readings and Hymns for Advent
December 4th at from 11:30am – 1pm – Women First Interfaith Craft Session at Holy Trinity
Church.
December 4th at 7pm - Advent Service of Evening Prayer
December 11th at 7pm - Advent Service of Evening Prayer
December 15th from 2pm - 4:30pm Festive Drinks and mince pies at the vicarage
December 18th at 7pm - Advent Service of Evening Prayer
December 19th at 11am – Penmakers Court Carol Service
December 22nd at 12:30pm – The Rainbow Service Nativity Play
December 22nd at 5pm – Candlelit Carol Service
December 24th at 4pm – Christmas Crib Service
December 24th at 11:30pm – Midnight Mass
January 12th at 10:15am – Commissioning of the Pastoral Visiting Team
January 12th at 5pm – Hymns and Readings for Epiphany
January 13th at 7pm – Safeguarding and Data Protection Sub-committee meet at the vicarage.
January 16th at 7:30pm – PCC meeting at the vicarage

Church News
On 19th October we held a Lip-synch
fundraiser. The evening included lip-synch
performances, karaoke and dancing. It was
a well attended fun evening and raised
£340 towards the mission and ministry of
the church.
At the end of October/beginning of
November we held a number of special
services at which loved ones who had died
were remembered.
This year, on December 22nd we are
holding a candlelit carol service and
during this service there will be another
opportunity to remember loved ones who
will no longer be with us this Christmas.
Honours for Old Church Incumbents:
On the 24th November Deb was installed as
Honorary Canon in Birmingham Cathedral.
At the end of January 2020 Martin Gorick
will be consecrated as the next Bishop of
Dudley, in the Diocese of Worcester

