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Smethwick Old Church 

 

 
 

A Service of the Word for the 

Easter Season 

 

Opening Words 

In the darkest valley,  
at the banquet table; 
in the hard work of life, 

at the moments of quiet 
in our day-to-day reality, 

at times set aside– 
like this time, now– 

for worship, for listening, for paying attention; 
with every step we take: 

goodness and mercy follow us; 
our cups overflow. 
(written by Joanna Harader and posted on Spacious Faith.) 

 
 

Greeting 

Welcome in the name of Christ.                                                                                               
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you.                                                              

and also with you 

 

Prayer of preparation 
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Almighty God,                                                                                        
to whom all hearts be open,                                                                 

all desires known,                                                                              
and from whom no secrets are hidden:                                      

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by                                               

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,                                                    
that we may perfectly love you,                                                        

and worthily magnify your Holy name;                                       

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

Prayers of Confession 
We praise you, 

O God, for giving shape and meaning 
to the ancient image of yourself as shepherd 

through the person of Jesus Christ. 
 

In him, your compassion has been eternally revealed, 
giving your rod and staff the human face of love. 

 
Jesus, good shepherd, 

help us to take the time and make the space 

to hear your call to us. 
For the times when we fail to reach out  

when we are going through difficult times and 
find ourselves overwhelmed by life. 

Forgive us. 
 

Jesus, good shepherd, 
help us to take the time and make the space 

to hear your call to us. 
For the times when we fail to see 

the green pastures and still waters 
you set before us 

Forgive us. 
 

Jesus, good shepherd, 

help us to take the time and make the space 
to hear your call to us. 

For the times when we struggle to reveal  
your love, compassion and comfort 

to those around us  who find themselves  
in a dark valley 

Forgive us. 
Amen. 
 

 

We hear God’s forgiveness 
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Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 

The Collect  

The Word of God in Scripture 

First Reading  

Second Reading 

Gospel Reading  

Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.                                                  
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live,                                       

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.’                                  

Alleluia.  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to …                          

 

At the end of the reading we respond: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord                                                                                              
Praise to you, O Christ. Alleluia. 
 

Reflection 

Prayers  

This response is used between biddings 

Risen Christ 

Hear our prayer. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.   
Amen. 

 

The Peace 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

And also with you 

Let us greet those close, and those who are at a distance from us, with the words                

‘Peace be you; 

 

Hymn:  The King of love my Shepherd is 

Easter Praise 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He has given us new life and hope. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 
God has claimed us as his own. 

He has brought us out of darkness. 
He has made us light to the world. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Blessing 
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Closing 
He is not here. He is risen. 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

Unless otherwise referenced  this service is taken from  New Patterns for Worship. Compilation 
copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2002. 
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