
This newsletter comes as we move 
into Holy Week. Our attention will be 
sharply focussed on the suffering 
faced by Christ, which ultimately 
ended in his death.  It’s a hard week.  
But of course, we know that, the         
suffering we recall, and reflect on, is 
not the end of the story.  On the third 
day, Easter Sunday, we see the dark 
days of suffering and death give way 
to the joy of resurrection.  

However, that first Easter Sunday 
was not simply a time of celebration.  
We’re told that Mary and the other 
disciples were fearful and perplexed.  
They had been told about the death 
and resurrection by Jesus himself 
but, in the face of it, the empty tomb 
just didn’t make any sense to them.  
And this is true for many of us too.  
But, whether it makes sense or     
not, we do carry within us its imprint,   
b e c a u s e  G o d  h a s  w o v e n               
resurrection into our life stories. 

We will all have stories of suffering to 
tell which can find a place in the 
events of Holy Week and Good    
Friday; stories that can all too easily 
be mapped onto the story of the  
passion of Christ. And we also, of 
course, all have Easter stories to tell;  
stories of when we have been      
surprised by joy in the midst of     
despair; stories where life has 

emerged against all the odds; stories 
of when we have survived something 
that we imagined would overwhelm 
us. 

To symbolise this transformative  
journey, we would usually strip the 
church on Maundy Thursday and 
then adorn it with beautiful flowers to 
mark Easter.  The empty tomb would 
be surrounded by the lush and       
colourful Easter garden. But sadly, 
because of the coronavirus outbreak, 
we cannot do this. But the truth that 
underpins these symbolic actions is 
as true as it has ever been; the 
parched wilderness of the cross has     
become a flowing stream for us.   

So let us, if we can, face into Holy 
week and all that that it means in 
these strange and turbulent times and 
let us celebrate Easter trusting, as 
much as we are able, that through the    
resurrection the miracle of new life 
flows and moves amongst us         
revealing the endless creative power 
of God to draw life out of death in, 
and through, our personal and         
collective Easter stories. 

And on that day, and beyond, let us 
say with confidence that 

Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. 
Alleluia! 

Christ is risen….…. 

The coronavirus outbreak means that we are unable to use our 

church building to celebrate the climax of our Lord’s ministry on earth. 

As brothers and sisters in Christ we are invited to join in common acts 

of worship and prayer in our own homes. Orders of service have been 

sent out by post, and email, and include service sheets in Farsi for the 

Persian members of our congregation.   

Resources for Holy Week and Good Friday will also be posted out, as 

well as being  published on our church website together with links to 

other prayer and worship resources that can be found on the Church 

of England Birmingham website.  

Please join us if you are able and know that you are held in our 

prayers at this strange and difficult time. 
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requirements.   
As a teenager she was diagnosed with 
Crohns disease and at 18 was critically ill, at 
one stage was not expected to survive. 
Through her bravery she survived. Despite 
her illness her main concern was for others;  
hospital staff, family and friends, and the   
suffering she was putting them through. 
There followed many operations and hospital 
visits but she never let her life be controlled 
by her illness and lives life to the full. Bethany 
appreciates the prayerful support of all at Old 
Church. 
She supports the work of the Crohns and   
Colitis Society in its battle to find a cure and 
with Janet founded a charity "You have Guts" 
and raised £13,000 for City Hospital. 
In May 2019 she became engaged to Phil 
and they are looking forward to their special 
day this year when they are to be married at 
Old Church. 
Bethany’s bravery shines through as does her 
care for others - the chime/song on her iPad 
says it all "What doesn't kill makes you 
stronger”. 

The Rainbow Service celebrated its first birthday in 
February with cake, singing, pass the parcel and 
reflection upon readings – another typical Rainbow 
service?? 

Seeking originally to encourage families who do 
not usually attend church the Rainbow Service  
offers an invitation to experience the hope and 
promise found within the love of God in an informal 
and relaxed atmosphere with the service and 
hymns projected onto a screen.   

The half hour service includes hosting Baptisms 
outside of the morning service where candidates 
and their families could experience the warmth of 
being welcomed into the wider church family.  
Comments from Baptismal families who have 
found the relaxed and informal service easily     
accessible have reflected that warmth plus        
offered moments of delight especially when the 
Grandmother of a newly baptised child remarked 
to Deb “What a lovely service, not like those 
Church of England ones!!” 

A singular beauty of the weekly Rainbow Service  

is the gentle     
exploration of 
scripture through 
creative activities, 
dramatised read-
ings, role play,  
and reflective   
c o n v e r s a t i o n s 
a r o u n d  o u r 
“kitchen table”. 

This gentle exploration has led to the Rainbow 
Service taking a direction of its own – or, we 
believe, a God led direction. During our time of 
worship those with a budding faith feel drawn 
and confident to explore within a relaxed and       
informal environment. Attendees have the     
opportunity to participate in whatever way they 
feel comfortable whether reading, leading,  
singing, making pancakes or operating the 
clicker for the slides. It is truly humbling    
watching God use the clay of our ideas to 
model them into what He alone knows is 
needed.   
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Bethany first came 
along to Old Church at 
the age of 9 years   
with her grandfather, 
Gordon. Straight away 
she loved the Church 
because of the warm 
and friendly welcome. 
It was also special  
because it was where 
Bethany’s parents 
Janet and Steve were 
married in 1990. 
Bethany enjoyed a 
successful and happy 

time at Langley High School. She was awarded 
a place at  Worcester University and gained     
an upper 2nd. degree in History with a           
view to teaching the subject. However on              
commencement of her career she reverted to her 
strongest subject, mathematics. Bethany has 
worked in several schools as Data Preparation 
Manager and with this experience she now    
provides a complete consultancy and design  
service for schools to meet their data systems            
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Diane’s parents came to the UK from Jamaica in 
1960. Diane was educated in C of E schools and 
attended Sunday school every Sunday. She        
worshipped at St Matthew’s church for some years 
before coming to Old Church. 
 

Some friends suggested that she might like to try 
worshipping at Old Church. She came along, met 
Joyce who made her feel very welcome and from 
the first moment Diane felt at home. She loves the 
diversity, loving atmosphere and family community 
spirit at Old Church.  
 

Diane always had an ambition to be involved in    
Social Work. Following her diploma in Social Work 
she studied at University of Birmingham where 
she gained her BA Honours degree in Social    
Science. She now has a very demanding and time 
consuming role as a Senior Practitioner Social 
Worker in Sandwell. 
 

She has always looked after others and her little 
spare time is spent with the family, enjoying      
being creative and also joining Barrington in his 
love of gardening. Following Barrington’s recent           
serious accident Diane is very grateful for the  
support and prayers of the Old Church             
congregation for his recovery. He is now making 
good progress thanks both to the power of prayer 

and the wonderful medical support given by the 
NHS. Diane and Barrington appreciated and 
would like to say a big thank you to all church 
members who visited Barrington in hospital. 
 

With her beautiful colours Diane is always a ray 
of bright sunshine even on dull days. 

The name for the place where the bread is 
stored is a tabernacle. It might be a box, plain or 
beautifully decorated. If it is a cupboard in the 
wall it is also called an aumbry.    

 

In the Old Testament, the tabernacle was the 
portable dwelling place of God that accompanied 
the Jewish people throughout their forty years of 
wandering in the wilderness before they entered 
the promised land. Today in Jewish synagogues 
a light is kept burning before the ark, a          
magnificent cupboard where the scripture scrolls 
are kept, as a sign of God's presence.   

 

Of course, Christ is with us wherever we go. He 
is not locked in the cupboard! Storing the wafers, 
called "reserving the sacrament", creates a focal 
point reminding us of Christ's presence in our 
midst. Some people go down on one knee when 
entering and leaving a church where there is a 
tabernacle. This was done in the ancient world 
only before a king or emperor. It is a way for us 
to worship Jesus as the King of kings. 

Question:  What is that cupboard? 
On the left hand side behind 
the altar at Old Church is a 
little locked cupboard in the 
wall. It has a white candle in 
a glass holder constantly 
burning day and night, 
whether the church is open 
or closed. The candle is  
replaced every Sunday 
morning before it goes out. 
Why?    

The cupboard is used to 
store communion wafers which have been prayed 
over on the altar during the Holy Communion   
service. We believe that during that prayer the 
presence of Jesus enters into the bread and wine 
by the Holy Spirit. When we are served them it is 
with the words "The body of Christ" and "The 
blood of Christ". We say "Amen" to acknowledge 
that we are receiving his cleansing presence into 
our bodies. 
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April 26
th

 at 12noon – Annual Parochial Church Meeting  at the Dorothy Parkes Centre 

April 30
th

 at 11am – Service at Penmakers Court 

May 16
th

 10am-12noon – The meaning behind Holy Communion at Old Church 

May 17
th

 at 2pm – Walk and Talk (place to confirmed nearer the time) 

May 28
th

 at 11am – Service at Penmakers Court 

June 3
rd

 – 7
th

 – The Old Church festival (Details to follow) 

June 9
th

 at 7pm – The Pilgrim Course begins at Old Church 

June 25
th

 at 11am – Service at Penmakers Court 

June 27
th

 at 11am – Colleen will be ordained a priest at St Philip’s Cathedral 

June 28
th

 at 10:15am – Colleen will preside at Communion for the first time 

Christmas 2019.  The Christmas Fayre was a great success and many people from our local 

community attended and enjoyed a range of performances, breakfast with Santa and a great 

range of stalls.   

In the approach to Christmas a group gathered at the vicarage to learn to make 

festive wreaths under the guidance of Janet Wyer.  

In addition to our usual Christmas services, we introduced a candlelit carol    

service during which there was an opportunity to hang a star, in memory of a loved one, on a 

tree of remembrance. 

The Shed Project was launched on Advent Sunday and many people donated 

household goods to start us off.  This is an important new initiative aimed at 

helping those who are having to set up a new home from scratch.  We are 

thankful to Julie Humphrys for co-ordinating this. 

The Commissioning of the newly trained Pastoral Visitors took place on January 12th.  

We are delighted to have more people involved in offering this important aspect of ministry. 

Pancake Party.  We decided to introduce a ‘Pancake Party’ on Shrove Tuesday this year and 

the Dorothy Parkes Centre Youth Club very kindly offered to make the pancakes and to serve 

them to us. It was a fun night and gave us an opportunity to feast before Lent started the     

following day. 

World Day of Prayer.  This year the World Day of Prayer was         

celebrated at Old Church on March 6th.  It was attended by people 

from local churches and  focussed on the women of Zimbabwe.   

N.B. The outbreak of the coronavirus 

probably means that these events 

may not happen as planned. 


