
A Service of Compline to mark All Souls’ Day 

 

Opening Sentences 

 

The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night and 

a perfect end. 

Amen 

 

Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

The maker of heaven and earth. 

 

Confession of sins 

 

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 

 

Silence is kept.  

 

Almighty God and Father, we confess to you, 

to one another, and to the whole company of heaven, 

that we have sinned, through our own fault, 

in thought, and word, and deed, and in what we have left undone. 

For the sake of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,  

have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

raise us up to serve you in newness of life, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

May the God of love 

bring us back to himself, 

forgive us our sins, 

and assure us of his eternal love 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



Invitatory 

 

O God, make speed to save us 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Alleluia. 

 

Psalm 13 – A Psalm of lament 

 

1 How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide 

your face from me? 

2 How long must I bear pain in my soul, and have sorrow in my heart all 

day long? How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God! Give light to my eyes, or I will 

sleep the sleep of death, 

4 and my enemy will say, "I have prevailed"; my foes will rejoice because I 

am shaken. 

5 But I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your 

salvation. 

6 I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

 

A Reading 

 

A reading from the Book of Lamentations 

 

1 I am one who has seen affliction under the rod of God's wrath; 

2 he has driven and brought me into darkness without any light; 

3 against me alone he turns his hand, again and again, all day long. 

20 My soul continually thinks of it and is bowed down within me. 

21 But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 

22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an 

end; 

23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

24 "The Lord is my portion," says my soul, "therefore I will hope in him." 



25 The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. 

26 It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. 

27 It is good for one to bear the yoke in youth, 

28 to sit alone in silence when the Lord has imposed it, 

29 to put one's mouth to the dust (there may yet be hope), 

30 to give one's cheek to the smiter and be filled with insults. 

31 For the Lord will not reject forever. 

32 Although he causes grief, he will have compassion according to the 

abundance of his steadfast love; 

33 for he does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone. 

(Lamentations 3:1-3, 20-33) 

 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

The Prayers 

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my Spirit 

For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 

Keep me, O Lord, as the apple of your eye; 

Hide me under the shadow of your wings. 

 

Silence 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 



who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

O Lord, hear our prayer; 

And let our cry come unto you. 

 

Let us pray 

 

A Collect for All Souls’ Day 

O God, the Maker, and Redeemer of all believers: Grant to the faithful departed 

the unsearchable benefits of the passion of your Son; that on the day of his 

appearing they may be manifested as your children; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

A Collect for Evening 

Visit this place, O Lord, and drive far from it all snares of the enemy; let your 

holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let your blessing be upon us 

always; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Evening 

Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, illumine this night with your 

celestial brightness, and from the children of light banish the deeds of darkness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Mission 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and 

give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest 

to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 

joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 

 



Homily: Biblical lament and hope for the future 

Hymn: Be still my soul (594, Finlandia) 

1. Be still, my soul: The Lord is on your side; 

bear patiently the cross of grief or pain. 

Leave to your God to order and provide; 

in every change he faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly friend 

through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 

2. Be still, my soul: your God doth undertake 

to guide the future as he has the past. 

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 

all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 

his voice who ruled them while he dwelt below. 

 

3. Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 

when we shall be forever with the Lord. 

When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 

Sorrow forgotten, love’s purest joys restored. 

Be still, my soul: When change and tears are past, 

all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

Nunc Dimittis - The Song of Simeon 

Guide us, waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping, that awake we may watch 

with Christ and asleep we may rest in peace. 

Silence 

Lord, now let your servant depart in peace,  

according to your word. 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared before the face of all people,  

to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 

and to be the glory of your people Israel. 



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 

 

Silence 

Guide us, waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping, that awake we may watch 

with Christ and asleep we may rest in peace. 

 

The Dismissal 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Be present, Spirit of God, 

and renew us through the silent hours of this night, 

so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of this fleeting world, 

may rest upon your eternal changelessness, 

in the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 

our Guardian and our Guide. 

 

We ask that, 

 

The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  

bless us and keep us, this night and evermore. Amen. 

 


