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Service of the Word 

for Advent 
 

Opening responses 
 
Young and old 
friends and strangers 

We come together 
 

In good times and bad times 
in joy and in sorrow 

We come together 

 
Seeking God’s wisdom 

asking God’s blessing 
We come together 

 
As we watch and wait and pray, 

may we be ready to encounter God 
who is always with us.   

Amen 

 

Advent confession 
 
Creator of light and darkness, 

we so often chase shadows 
and fail to walk in the light 

 
Forgive us God 

 

 
Silence… 
 

 



 

 

 

We hear God’s forgiveness 
 

Followed by the words: 
We travel through Advent 

as forgiven people, 
lifting our faces towards the light. 

Let us walk together 
in hope and in faith. 

Amen 
 

Advent Candle Prayer 
We light this candle for all God’s people, 

struggling to be bearers of hope 
in a troubled world. 

God, as we wait for your promised gift, 
give light, give hope. 
 

The Collect  
 

Bible Readings 
 
A reading from the Old Testament 
ending with 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 

A Psalm 
 

A reading from the New Testament 
ending with 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Reading 

When the Gospel is announced the following is said:                                

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to ... 
Glory to you, O Lord 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord                                                                                              

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Reflection  



 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Ending with the response                                                        

Holy God,                                                                                                       

hear our prayer,                                                                                          
and make us one in heart and mind                                                              

to follow you with joy forever. Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 

for thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   

Amen. 
 

The Peace                                                                           

In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring                                                

from on high shall break upon us,                                                                      
to give light to those who dwell in darkness                                                    

and in the shadow of death,                                                                          

and to guide our feet in the  way of peace. 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

Hymn 

 

Closing prayer    
 
Come, God-with-us: 

who braves our rejection and hurt, 
who holds us in acceptance and love. 

 

Come, God-for-us; 



 

 

who whispers 

in our ears 
that we, each of us,  

are beloved children 
 

Come, God-under-us: 
who cradles us in arms that never grow weary; 

whose lap has room enough 
for all. 

 
Come, God-over-us: 

who watches 
in the long silence of the night, 

that we might rest in peace. 
 

Come, God-beside-us: 

who steadies us when we falter, 
who lifts us up when we fall. 

 
Come God-behind-us: 

who picks up all the faded dreams 
we drop along the way 

and patchworks them into hope. 
 

O come, O come, Immanuel: 
and we will rejoice for ever! Amen 

 

 

Advent Blessing 
 

The Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 


