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Smethwick Old Church 

 

Service of the Word for Lent 
 

Opening Words 

In our meeting for worship, 
bless the joining of these lives 

and the fellowship it provides. 
 

As we leave this sacred space, 
may the blessing we receive 

be the blessing that we give, 
through Jesus Christ alone, 

we pray. 
The Act of Prayer: Praying through the Lectionary (John Birch) 

Greeting 

Welcome in the name of Christ.                                                                                               

God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you.                                                              

and also with you. 

 

Prayer of preparation 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by  
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 



2 
Unless otherwise referenced  this service is taken from  New Patterns for Worship. Compilation 
copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2002. 

 

and worthily magnify your Holy name;  
through Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Prayers of Confession 

 

Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, 
though we have rebelled against him. 

Let us then renounce our willfulness and ask his mercy 
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

 
Wash away all my iniquities 

and cleanse me from my sins. 

 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Against you, you only have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight. 

 
Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

We hear God’s forgiveness 
 

May Almighty God, 
who sent his son into the world to save sinners, 

pardon you and give you peace, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

The Collect  

The Word of God in Scripture 

First Reading 

Ending with the words:                                                                                         
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                          

Thanks be to God.   
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Second Reading  

Ending with the words:                                                                                         
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                          

Thanks be to God.    

 

Gospel Reading   

Praise to you, O Christ.  

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.   

 Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to…       

 

At the end of the reading we respond: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord                                                                                              
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

 

Reflection 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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The Peace 
An introduction is given followed by the words: 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

Hymn 
 

Blessing 

 

Closing 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

In the name of Christ.  Amen 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


